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"Without contraries there is no progression"

WILLIAM BLAKE

Here we go with issue 5. 1'll start immediately by reminding you all that CCCS Chairman
Michael Green will be joining us for our next scheduled meeting on 2lst May to chat
generally and to give a talk entitled 'The Metaphysical Aspect', complete with slideshow.
Please do make your best effort to be there, and remember that you are welcome (encouraged
even!) to bring along anyone else with you who might be interested. As with all our
meetings, the attendance fee is £2.00 for Sussex Branch members and £3.00 for non-members,
and the evening will start at 8.00pm.

Whilst on the subject of future Sussex CCCS meetings, still to go we have the following
dates for 1992:

21st May, 16th June, 16th July, 18th August, 17th September, 20th October, 19th November &
15th December.

All meetings will be held at the Scout Centre, Station Road, Burgess Hill, unless notified
otherwise.

Our April meeting was as lively as ever (at which I learnt from one of our members that

the well-known ufologist Jenny Randles was apparently born a man!!), but I was sad to hear
that the beautiful six-ringer formation at Woodford, Northants (pictured on page 75 of
'Harbingers of World Change') is, according to ex-CCCS Secretary Ralph Noyes, now suspected
to be a hoax. Ah well, it's good art if nothing else, although as Barry (Reynolds) says,
from the information given out, there is as little evidence of it being a hoax as there is
of it being genuine, so how do the 'experts' actually know? Is it simply considered a hoax
because someone lays claim to creating it? Certainly it must have been thought of as
genuine for long enough to have made it into books published some time after the season
(for instance it's also in Pat Delgado's new book which has only just come out) so what
made people change their minds so long after the formation itself had been cut and ploughed
away? It would certainly be nice to know.

For our June or July meeting, we are still hoping to have a dowsing demonstration of some
kind, so if you think you can be of any help with this, please give Barry a call on the
number printed below.

Elsewhere in this Sussex Circular, you will find some 'simple dowsing experiments' as
suggested by Debbie Pardoe. 1I've tried them myself with some quite good results and I urge
you to have a go yourselves. Don't worry if you don't have a proper pendulum - I simply
borrowed a pendant which seemed to work just fine!

Finally, as a supplement to the Sussex CCCS committee addresses which you will also find
in this issue, you may like to make a note of the following telephone numbers:

BARRY REYNOLDS: 0444 232873 / MARTIN NOAKES: 0342 718613 / JOHN COLE: 0903 767027

And my number is at the top of this page. Don't .forget to keep sending your contributions
for the newsletter in to the address next to it...

ANDY THOMAS

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual contributors and
not the Sussex Circular or the CCCS as a whole, unless otherwise stated. 2



News

JOHN COLE UPDATES US ON THE RADIOACTIVE ANOMALIES IN THE CROP CIRCLES

You have very probably heard about the supposed radioactive anomalies discovered in the
soil samples taken from one of the crop formations last year and may even have read the
booklet by Montague Keen entitled "1991 - Scientific Evidence for the Crop Circle
Phenomenon'. The Purpose of this short article is to update the information given in
that publication and to attempt to clarify for non-scientific readers exactly what has
been discovered and its significance.

Soil samples were taken on August Sth 1991 from the 'fish' formation which appeared on
July 31/August | at Beckhampton (SU08656810). Two of the samples were taken from the
circle itself and one from outside for comparison (the 'control sample'). These were
then tested for radioactive emissions.

Normal soil and indeed the air itself contains tiny quantities of radioactive substances.
The emissions of these substances are referred to as 'background radiation'. Three
types of radioactive emissions occur; «-emissions (which are helium nuclei and have a
mass of 4 protons), B-emissions (which are electrons and have a mass of approximately
1/2000 of a proton) and y-emissions (which are very short wavelength electromagnetic
waves and have no mass). As radioactive substances decay (by the very emission of
radioactivity), they become gradually non-radioactive, half their radioactivity
disappearing in a given amount of time called the 'radioactive half-life'. The only
naturally-occurring radioactive materials on Earth are those with half-lives about as
long as the age of the Earth itself. One form of uranium, for example, has a half-life
of 4.5 billion years and as the Earth itself is only about 4 billion years old, some of
the uranium that was present at its formation is still with us now. Any substance with
a short half-life will have decayed to such an extent, that so little of it remains as
to be effectively absent from the Earth's crust.

The first tests performed on the crop circle samples were to count how much radioactive
emission there was from each sample. It was found that, in one of the samples (1A), the
x-emission was three times as much as that from the control sample (1C). In the other
circle sample (1B), twice as much x-emission was present. The B-emissions were also
higher in the circle samples compared to the control (about 50% increased). These
results unfortunately are not statistically significant in themselves; the variation
could just be due to variation in the soil anyway and not due to the formation. More
controls are needed in future to test this.

However, in Dudley and Chorost's latest paper (submitted to The Cerealogist on 7 March
1992) they present data from a set of 10 circles found in "long marsh grass" in the US
near Argonne, Illinois in October 1991. From these, three samples were taken from the
the inside of the formation and three from outside, and in each case the radiation
levels from the soil inside the formation was considerably higher than that from outside.
These results do look to be convincing proof of radioactive anomaly.

The second tests made on the soil (August 26th) from the Beckhampton formation were to
identify the substances responsible for the increased radioactivity observed. This was
done by looking at the y-emission energies of the sample (y-radiation is nearly always
produced in any radioactive decay). The story of the poor standard of the analysis
performed by the government laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee is given in Montague
Keen's booklet and I do not wish to go into it here. What is not reported there is the
final outcome of a further analysis by Dudley and Chorost themselves which confirmed the
presence of three radioactive substances with short half-lives in the sample lA. These
were (for the technically minded); vanadium-48 (half-life 16.1 days), europium-146 (4.6
days) and ytterbium-169 (32 days). Further analysis of the same sample in February this
year revealed that the substances were no longer present as would be expected, since in
the six months between analyses, they would have decayed away. 3
X>20>



The presence of these substances is extremely surprising, given their short half-lives,
as explained above, and means that they can only have been in the soil a short time (a
few weeks at most). Since they were not present in the soil outside the crop formation,
the strong indication is that they were introduced into the soil when the formation was
formed. The authors suggest that they were made by bombardment of the soil with
deuterons (heavy hydrogen nuclei) but my own feeling is that this is unlikely since the
elements they would have been formed from are extremely rare and more radioactive
substances would have been formed by the bombardment which were not detected in the
analysis.

In any case, should these findings be true, the evidence would be fairly conclusive proof
against the hoax hypothesis since these substances are not available anywhere and so
could not have been introduced into the formation by hoaxers. Further tests are planned
in Oxford for the forthcoming (?!) season of crop formations which should clarify the
situation regarding agriglyphs and radioactivity.

JOHN COLE C.—Q—.)

ALIEN CONTACT CONFIRMED?

Rumours are currently flying around, by and large from reputable sources (who I won't
name here) that an announcement is expected in the very near future from the US
authorities that will apparently confirm the age-old tales of their government having

a store of alien bodies, crashed flying saucers, direct contact since the 1940's etc.
The potentially culture-shaking information is supposed to be revealed very soon on
B-Sky-B satellite television via the American news channel CNN. If this happens, the
news will presumably filter very quickly through to all media outlets worldwide, so you
shouldn't need a TV dish exclusively to find out what's what.

Now of course, we've all heard rumours of the fabled grand announcement before, with no
actual materialisation of it, so be prepared for another disappointment. However, that
said, B-Sky-B have just broadcast a programme about UFOs and aliens on their Discovery
channel, which might be 'preparing the way' so to speak, and apparently the US has
already declassified some of its photographs and documents relating to UFOs that have
previously been top secret, so perhaps this time we might really be at the brink of a
new era in world history... Not to say, bear in mind, that any of this will shed light
on the crop circle mystery for sure, but on the other hand it might, and would at least
pave the way for a more open-minded approach to the phenomenon from the world at large
if it knew that aliens and UFOs (currently considered, like crop circles, paranormal
claptrap) were a reality. Keep your ears peeled...

ANDY THOMAS

BIG BANG CONFIRMED?

As a sort of postscript to Barry Reynolds' article in last month's Sussex Circular ('An
Upsurge of Fortean Topics in the Media'), it's interesting to see that a scientific
discovery, normally reserved for more specialist publications, has been splashed across
the front of popular newspapers and broadcast as a headline on television news bulletins,
namely, the apparent confirmation that the 'big bang' theory of the universe has
apparently been proved right.

Vast waves of matter have been found at the furthest reaches of the universe, created, it
is believed, by the initial inflationary blast of existence expanding in the first few
thousand years or so. This discovery provides the missing 'proof' that has always been
needed for the theory that has long been widely held as correct, but never confirmed.

ANDY THOMAS



Viewpoint

SOME INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS FROM DEBBIE PARDOE...

AFFECTED CROP GROWTH

AFFECTED CROP GROWTH

Lucy Pringle's discovery at a field near Cheesefoot Head, whereby a formation (in this

case the 'Tree of Life'

ploughing, discing, rolling and drilling, is quite amazing.

design) seems to affect the next crop even after harvesting,
Lucy claims that there is

a higher proportion of secondary barley growth within the original pattern area.

Are we to assume then,

determine certain factors of future growth?

that the area of a formation is affected in such a way as to

It has already been noted that wild flowers

spring up in abundance within an agriglyph, and this is not to mention the discovery of
nodal swelling and the rare malformation of the seed head. So what would happen if
Mother Nature was left to take her own course? Would there be increased secondary
growth, and if so, would it be normal? Would there perhaps be an addition to the
original formation the following year? Who knows..

Maybe somewhere out there, a sympathetic farmer who is mystified and intrigued enough,
will fence off a formation and leave it to the forces that be. Perhaps the CCCS could
compensate the farmer by finding some spare cash among profits made at the International
Conference at Winchester...

NEIL ARMSTRONG'S MOVING LIGHTS

.It's hard to describe what I'm in here. I'm in a big mass of some very small
particles that are brilliantly lit up like they're luminescent. I never saw anything
like it. They're coming by the capsule and they look like little stars..."

This was Neil Armstrong's quite extraordinary statement made during a live transmission
as Apollo XI approached the Moon in 1969. NASA cut the transmission of course, but
questions were already being asked - 'oh no, have the Russians got there first!' etc.
Everything was hushed up but it's strange that one of the most important men on this
planet, the first man on the Moon, a real American hero, is hardly ever spoken of.

What were these luminescent particles?

Maria Ward spoke of 'moving lights'
several slides which revealed

Armstrong's reported sighting..

EXTRACT FROM 'DID SPACEMEN COLONISE

at her lecture in Hastings in January and showed
these lights above the corn fields.
this phenomena claimed that the lights came from the ground and not from above.
ups later revealed six pairs of small circular lights moving very fast,
solid object from which the light source emanated.

THE EARTH?' BY ROBIN COLLYNS

Those who witnessed
Blow-
but there was no
Could there be a connection with Neil

Bearing in mind the small metallic discs dug from under a crop formation in Germany, as

reported in the current main 'Circular'

(which I'll assume you're all familiar with),

Debbie has discovered the following passage from the above, published in 1974.

Referring again to the mystery small men and the
secrets of weightlessness, it is known that several ancient
lands including Ireland - preserve legends of ‘magic’

ulzu' levitating ‘plates’. It was said that if a certain
‘song’ was sung to the ‘plate’ as it was struck, the owner
would be able to levitate. i

Now Yogis believe that sound vibrations from the
human voice have a powerful effect on that person if a
certain sound is made - ‘mantra’ — which corresponds
with personal vibrations. Perhaps, in this context, the
names of great religious teachers were especially chosen

(by spacemen?) as mantras — Buddha, Jesus, Knshna.
Rima, etc. ~ which would, if spoken reverently by dis-
influence themselves, the Master, and

“‘Magic platcs" perhaps if a certajn mantra is uttered at
the same time that vibrations are released from striking
the “plates’, the person could levitate?

If the ancients did actually possess such ‘magic plates’,
did they learn construction secrets from spacemen, At-
lanteans, etc., or were the ‘plates’ only for the use of

‘space beings, Atlanteans, etc? Have any of these ‘magic

plates’ been discovered?



It is now well known, from earlier UFO books, that
certain unusual discoveries were made in 1938 in East
Asian caves; these include 716 mystery, metallic/stone
discs, short-statured skeletal remains of beings with huge
craniums which cannot be ethnologically classified, and
legends relating to these ‘Dropa’ and ‘Ham’ - obviously
extra-terrestrial — people.

USSR scientists found that the 716 mystery discs,
when struck, vibrated at different frequencies with a very
strange ‘rhythm’ or ‘tone’ as if they were electrically
charged, or part of an electrical or electronic circuit. The
discs also contain an unusually high percentage of
cobalt, a white, hard magnetic metal with an atomic
yeight of 5:90, and other metallic traces.

The most notable point about these discs is that they
are exactly the same diameter - the size of a phonograph
record - as the levitating discs described in old legends,
and they vibrate at different frequencies! This evidently
confirms antiquated legends from Ireland, the West
Indies, and other places, that the ‘magic’ levitating plates
were cut differently from one another to correspond with
each person’s individual vibrations!

Are they levitating discs? Were they utilized by the
little people of the Dropa and Ham tribes to levitate?

Still other mystery discs have been discovered; the
Cleveland Press, 8th July, 1968, reported that several
hundred strange discs very similar to those described
above, were found in 1923 close to Koffiefontein in the
Orange Free State of South Africa, 120 km south-east of
Kimberley.

%Vllham’ iam E. Cable, a Johannesburg archaeologist,
said:

‘I found several of these thin stone discs up to
seven inches across with a central hole up to two
inches in diameter while digging . . .’

In the same area were found rock petroglyphs, and
graves for tiny beings 90 cm to 1 m 20 cm under the
surface of the ground. The estimated age of these dis-
coveries was about 10,000 years, of a similar age to the
finds in the central East Asian tableland (i.e. the Mongol-
named Bayan-Khara-ula Mountains west of Lake Kuku
Nor, between Lat 35° and 38° N. and Long 96° and
100°E.) :

Near Bimini, hundreds of cut stone discs about
200 mm in diameter were located washed up in a small
:sng‘% quay. Were these once Atlantean levitating

In Fergana (Uzbekistan, Russia), an old rock petro-
glyph portrays a spaceman clutching a disc about
200 mm in diameter to his chest. On 21st August, 1865 a
black, encrusted stone disc fell from the sky at Cashel,
Tipperary, in South Ireland. Don’t forget that Ireland
also has legends of the ‘little people’ or Leprechauns, Lob-
aircin, Brownies, Sprites, etc. Were they tiny space beings?

“TRACTORS OF THE GODS?

The article below appeared in the
Spring 1992 (Vol 37, No.l) edition
of 'Flying Saucer Review'. (Contributed
by Barry Reynolds) .

WEIRD

MARKINGS FOUND IN N.W. AUSTRALIA

According to a recent item in The Australian

Geographic (kindly brought to our attention by
Mr. Colin Bloy), some strange new patterns have been
discovered on parched ground in a remote corner of
North-Western Australia.  Consisting of a series of
huge spirals, circles, and broken wavy lines, and some-
what reminiscent of the famous desert markings on the
arid Nazca Plateau in Peru, the new finds lie close to the
North-West Coastal Highway, near Roebourne (20°44S,
117°09E) (Australian North-West Territory).

These configurations were first noticed by a Mr.
Dick Smith when he was flying over the region in June
1988.  He photographed them, and subsequently
requested Mr. Chris Hill to try to find out what they
were and how they had come about. By virtue of the
sheer size of the markings, they can only be appreciated
from the air and perceived as what they are.

Chris Hill apparently assumed at first that the
answer would be simple and that they would merely
turn out to be “something to do with erosion control, or
some other form of land management”.

But when he called in at the local offices of the
Department of Conservation & Land Management,
they said: “It doesn't sound like anything we'd do!™

His next call was on Mr. Graeme Rathbone,
Divisional Engineer for the West Australian Main
Roads Department. He replied that his people never
carry out any sort of earthworks except in connection
with road-building.  And these newly discovered
“earth-designs™ lie too far away from the Highway to

be anything of that sort.
Copies of the aerial photographs were next sent

to the Roebourne Shire Engineer, Ron Copeland, who

too made extensive enquiries, but all to no avail.
So-“extraterrestrial mystery” or, maybe, “some-

thing more down-to-earth?” Chris Hill concludes: “If

none of our members of the Australian Geographic

Society know anything about these mysterious designs,

what should I do? Call von Diiniken?" 6



Reviews

JOHN COLE REPORTS ON THE 'CROP CIRCLE ENIGMA' LECTURES AT FARNHAM, SURREY

On Thursday April 16th, I went to see the talks given to a meeting of the CCCS by Dr
Rupert Sheldrake and Ralph Noyes at The Maltings, Farnham.

Rupert Sheldrake began, informally entitling his talk 'The Nature of Nature', and put
forth the ideas of the 'new science' in general and his 'Morphic Resonance' theory in
particular with great eloquence and clarity, indicating how these ideas might form a
scientific framework in which crop circles might be understood more easily than in the
present mechanistic one.

One by one, he took the ideas of mechanistic science and showed how they had been
'transcended' by modern science itself. The mechanistic metaphor of the universe, life
and everything is of a machine, designed and set in motion from outside, the behaviour
of its solid material particles controlled by deterministic mathematical eternal laws
and composed of inert atoms. Recent developments in physics and cosmology have shown
that this picture is not quite right. The Big Bang theory sees the universe more like

a developing organism than a machine which seems to be controlled by evolutionary
principles of self-organisation. Its parts no longer seem to be solid but are replaced
conceptually in quantum mechanics by fields and matter waves which are composed of
smaller parts better described as vibrant patterns of energy and are certainly not inert.
The motion and benaviour of these parts are no longer believed to be determined and
governed by statistical laws and an essential chaos is seen to permeate natural systems,
only the simplest systems being free from this cosmic computer bug. According to
Sheldrake, even the laws of nature are evolving so that habits determine regularity.

Each form carries a kind of memory which regulates its development and behaviour. This
tendency he calls morphic resonance. This is true of all forms from inanimate elementary
particles to living forms, human beings and even societies and cultures, galaxies and so
on.

He pointed out the schizophrenic attitude of Western society to Nature; how from Monday
to Friday our attitudes are mechanistic - Nature is dead and there to be exploited for

us and our needs. At weekends however, we try and escape our towns and 'get back to
Nature', treating her as a kind of healer and attempting to establish a relationship with
Her. He explained that business tycoons who make their fortunes from destroying our
environment do so not because they hate Nature, but so they can buy themselves a place in
the country to escape to Her in their free moments and after their retirement!

Modern science seems to have led us full circle, so that now we can see the universe and
the life in it in a much more animistic way, reminiscent of our ancestors and modern-day
'primitive' people. Fields (magnetic or otherwise) are remarkably like spirits,
inhabiting every nook and cranny of our universe and the Earth is beginning again to be
recognised as a living entity (Gaia).

Sheldrake suggested that, because of morphic resonance, places would carry their own
unique memory (vibration) and that this could be the basis of the existence in many
cultures and traditions of the recognition of certain places as being 'sacred' or 'holy'.
As late as medieval times in Europe, people would undergo pilgrimages to these places.
This habit was forcibly repressed by the protestant reformation and many of the places
were destroyed or defaced. Nowadays, pilgrimage has been replaced by tourism, however,
Western man is unable to really take part in the spiritual aspects as a pilgrim, and
because of his limited concepts, distances himself from the process.

Although he could not suggest a mechanism for the formation of agriglyphs, Sheldrake
suggested that the new paradigms in science and his morphic resonance theory do provide

a better framework in which to understand this phenomenon, although he did point out that
creativity, the apparent source of the formations, is not yet understood by science, even
with the new developments. 7

2X2>>



Ralph Noyes then gave an interesting general talk on the crop circles from their initial
discovery in 1980 (this is of course debatable) to the present day, illustrated by slides.
Much of the material was familiar to students of the subject, but the showing of an
extremely interesting photograph taken last year in an agriglyph was fascinating. It
showed what, at first glance, looked like a double exposure. Closer inspection however,
revealed that the foreground was only singly exposed and that the 'two exposures' in the
middle and the background of the picture seemed to be displaced in opposite directions.
In addition, the relative positions of the people in the picture was different in each
'exposure', suggesting a time lapse of about two or three seconds. No explanation could
be given for the photograph which has been examined by experts. (Editors note: in the
light of the many 'time-jumps' reported by many who have been inside formations, this
would seem to be the first such occasion captured on film. Yet another deepening of the
mystery.)

The evening was well worth the journey from Lancing, even though my brake-pads were
crunching throughout the journey home (!) and I would thoroughly recommend getting to
hear Rupert Sheldrake speak if ever you have the chance.

JOHN COLE

WHO TO CONTACT AT SUSSEX CCCS

A number of you have enquired as to who exactly should be contacted for what amongst the
members of Sussex CCCS, so just for the record, our branch has a committee which is made
up of the following people:

Barry Reynolds Chairman

John Cole Treasurer

Martin Noakes Secretary @
Andy Thomas Newsletter Editor 7
Debbie Pardoe Newsletter Mailer

These people have been cajoled into these posts by various means since we formed Sussex
CCCS at the end of last year. As from next January, we will hold an AGM and vote people
into their positions in the proper manner.

Anyone with contributions or enquiries about the Sussex Circular should contact Andy at
the editorial address.

Queries regarding the delivery of their Sussex Circular (ie. changes of address) should
be directed to: Debbie Pardoe, 42 Croxden Way, Willingdon Trees, EASTBOURNE, BN22 0UJ.

All matters concerning finance and membership fees should be directed to: John Cole,
'Moidart', Hoe Court, LANCING, BNI5 0QX. All new members should approach John, who will
issue them a membership card. Membership runs from January to December and currently
costs £5.00. People joining part way through the year will be sent all the relevant
back issues of our newsletter, the Sussex Circular.

Martin has recently agreed to be our secretary and will assist with the arranging of
speakers etc. If you wish our group to run a particular evening, or if you would like to
give a lecture yourself, then please let him know. Our plans for future meetings include
a practical hands-on dowsing evening. If you can assist us in any way with this then
please make yourself known to us through: Martin Noakes, Summerhill Acre, Copthorne
Road, Worth, CRAWLEY, RHIO 3PD.

And I, as Chairman, can be contacted at: 44 Meadow Lane, BURGESS HILL, RHI5 9JA.

BARRY REYNOLDS



NOTES ON DOWSING

. . -
67-©—.-. Compiled by Debbie Pardoe .—e—-<JJ

1) SIMPLE DOWSING EXPERIMENTS

a) Hold a short pendulum, about 3" long between thumb and finger and let it swing
between two coins of the same value and metal, placed a few inches apart on a table.
A natural rhythm should set up in the pendulum as it swings in a straight line
between them. Then replace one of the coins with a different one (of another value)
and the pendulum should swing out of line and will probably begin to gyrate.
(T C Lethbridge)

b) Major General Scott Elliot, President of the British Society of Dowsers for some years
imagines the pendulum as an instrument to find out the answer 'yes' or 'mo' to a
question. Switch on an electric light and, holding the pendulum over the cord, ask
the question "Is this cord live or not?". The pendulum should begin to gyrate either
clockwise or anti-clockwise. Repeat the experiment with the light switched off and
the pendulum will (or should) gyrate in the opposite direction. The purpose of this
is to establish for yourself which way the pendulum gyrates when you want a 'yes' or

'no' answer. Then, says Elliot, you should experiment with common household objects:

c¢) Put four similar coins and one different one under a cloth; seek the different one.
The question asked must be precise, such as; "Is the different coin here?"

d) Take half a dozen black playing cards and one red card; shuffle them and lay them face
down on a table; seek the red one.

e) Fill half a dozen cups with water and ask someone to dissolve a little salt in one of
them, then find it.

f) Get someone to hide a note or a small object in the shelf of a bookcase. Work along
the bookcase with your pendulum and locate it.

2) 'TOOLS OF THE TRADE'

Basically there are three distinct dowsing tools: L-shaped angle rods, held one in each
hand so that the long arms of the rods, horizontal to the ground and pointing forward,
swing this way and that as the dowser works; the traditional divining rod; the pendulum
which can be stationary, oscillate (swing) or gyrate (revolve) either clockwise or anti-
clockwise.

Within these categories the variations are limitless - rods are sometimes of copper or
brass, fitted with collars to enable them to swing freely (such as empty biro cases).
Pendulums come in all shapes and sizes and a pair of whalebones, bound at one end, or the
traditional hazel twig are the most common form of divining rod. But copper wire, rowan,
willow, apple, privet, whitethorn and rhododendron are also used.

3) DOWSING FOR CROP CIRCLES USING MAPS

Many dowsers prefer to use the map dowsing method in private before going out into the
field to prove their results by site dowsing. It is after all much more convenient and
less tiring than walking around muddy fields not knowing where to look. The operator
opens a map and then, by holding a pendulum over it, silently asks the question "will a
formation appear here?" as he searches his way over the map with the pendulum until 9
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satisfied with the result. He can then go out to likely sites and check the information
if he wishes. It should also be possible to enquire as to the date and even the shape of
an expected formation.

A friend in France, Tony Kemp (a journalist-author and TV producer) has this to say:
"There is no reason whatsoever why you cannot predict future appearances by using a
pendulum over a series of Ordnance Survey maps, and having pinpointed a location, ask the
date. As you the enquirer have no vested interest in the answer, mark out a series of
weeks on cards, place them face down on a clean, neutral surface and pass the pendulum
over them. The technique I use is to take the pendulum in my right hand and concentrate
on the intention - will a circle appear here? Having charged the pendulum so to speak,
empty your mind as you pass it over the map. When you get a 'twitch', see what happens.
If the swing becomes strongly positive, mark the position, and then carry on. As a check,
you could also ask "has a circle appeared here in the past?". Correlate any results with
known circle placings. There is of course, one possible snag - it might be that by
creating a thought form in the shape of a wish for a formation to appear, you might
actually be influencing an appearance via 'astral telepathy'"

If several individuals were to attempt map dowsing and at a later date compare results,

it would hopefully be apparent that certain areas crop up repeatedly. Dates and shapes

might also prove to be consistent, and if so, it would certainly give some idea of where
to wait and where to look.

4) THE UNDERGROUND WATER CONNECTION

Many dowsers believe that there is an inseperable connection between old sites and
underground water, and there is a great deal of evidence to support this claim. Many, if
not all of the known crop circles have also appeared on or near underground water sources;
the famous Alton Barnes pictograms for example, were situated close to the source of the
River Avon - 'Alton' or Awel-Tun, means 'the place of many streams'. Formations around
Silbury Hill and Avebury were also indisputably near subterranean springs.

What of those in Sussex? The Wilmington pictogram in 1990 was adjacent to Wilmington
Priory which has a deep well that reaches down to an underground spring; the Alfriston
formations at High and Over and Rathfinny Farm (1984, 85, 86 & 1990) were very close to
the River Cuckmere and its many tributaries as it winds its way to the sea. Nearby there
is a reservoir and a place called Well Bottom. The circle that appeared at Bodle Street
Green last year occurred near Nunningham Stream and the whole surrounding area is in fact
covered by small rivulets and streams. Likewise, the Beddingham area, just east of the
River Ouse where a circle appeared in 1990 has several springs and wells in the vicinity.

So much for East Sussex; knowing that those in West Sussex all tend to hug the ridge of
the South Downs, it is very likely that water seeps down through the chalk hills to flow
beneath those very fields in which they have appeared. The site at Poynings (very close
to the Fulking spring) at the foot of Devils Dyke, appears from the map, to be situated
right beside a well.

5) THE QUARTZ CONNECTION

What of quartz? Does this unique crystal, which seems to be a constituent of every
standing stone, have any part to play in the location of crop circles? Quartz, with its
spiral molecular structure, is piezoelectric, that is, it expands slightly if given a
small charge of electricity. When placed under pressure (as it would be if charged while
inside another stone), alternate edges of its prism release positive and negative charge -
a force of 1,0001lb applied on each face of a %" crystal creates 25,000 volts (surely a
very useful and easily available energy source for the circlemakers to use - Editor)!
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AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF CROP CIRCLE FORMATION

This report results from an interview with eyewitness Mr Sandy Reid of Dundee,
Tayside, Scotland, who chanced to be present when a crop circle formed close to him one
morning in late August 1989. The observations add usefully to our knowledge of this rarely
seen phenomenon. Only three eyewitness reports had previously come to the author's
attention, all from Wiltshire (Meaden 1989a, b). The Scottish observations were made not
far to the north-east of Dundee just after dawn (04254430GMT) in “late August or maybe
carly September 1989". For the reasons given below we suggest the exact date was cither
Sunday 27 August or Monday 28 August. The crop was spring barley, described as “green
and turning yellow™.

Mr Reid, a naturalist, had been following a trail used by deer and foxes when he heard
a weird and puzzling noise issuing from a ficld of barley which he was passing, but he soon
realised that instead of deer, as he first thought, the commotion was of quite a different kind
because the corn was being violently buffetted over a small circular area by a localised
movement of air. He was only a few metres away - 15 metres at most - yet he felt no wind
himself. Indeed, it seems that this part of the field was waving about as if suffering from
flowing air currents such as could be caused by a vortex oriented above it. It is to be
emphasised that the motion did not progress across the field but remained locked to the
same small area. Mr Reid had a good view into the field from his slightly elevated position
on an embanked track between two fields, and he could tell that the noise was emanating
from the combined motion of the air and the rustling of the corn.

This activity continued for some time, between half a minute and one minute, then
quite suddenly the crop went flat over a circular region with a sharp edge which he
estimated as 15 to I8 metres across. At no time did the witness feel any wind himself.
Walking into the flattened circle afterwards he remarked or what he termed “an unusual
condition of the atmosphere™ which he could not explain. together with a total silence
because “the birds had stopped singing™.

Being unaware of the significance of his observation for circles research. Mr Reid did
not pay strict attention to the lie of the barley. He could only say that when cr: ssing the
circle he noticed that the straws were laid *first one way, then the other™. Returning later
with a friend Mr Reid found that about 50 metres beyond this circle there was a second
circle, much smaller than the first (diameter around three metres), which he had not
spotted earlier.

The circumstances as described fit existing and developing ideas on hill-induced vor-
tices. The nearest hill (Duntroon Hill) is 1%:km to the north and west of the circle site: a few
kilometres beyond it are the Sidlaw Hills. The first stage of Mr Reid’s observation testifics
to the presence of a vortex quasi-stationary above the field. The second stage could have
resulted from the descent of a breakdown state of this vortex, perhaps in the manner of a
ring vortex as J. Snow, T. Kikuchi, and G. B. Bathurst have discussed in private correspon-
dence with the author.

The weather on the night of Sunday 27/Monday 28 August was quietly anticyclonic
and clear with a weak north to north-westerly airflow over eastern Scotland. On the night of
Saturday 26/Sunday 27 August the speed of the north to north-west wind was also calm to
light but conditions were locally variable in scattered parts of eastern Scotland which were
subject to a light shower. Mr Reid, who had been up all night, was specific in stating that the
night had been “fine™, windless and not cold. In this part of eastern Scotland no other
nights between 20 August and 10 September could be described as “fine™ and not cold (i.c.
neither intrinsically cold nor devoid of noticeable wind-chill). Moreover, if one goes too far
beyond 27/28 August it is increasingly difficult to reconcile the barley crop as being no more
than “green and turning yellow™ at the time of the vortex circle incident, because by mid-
October the corn had fully ripened and been harvested.

So we propose that it was probably the early hours of 27 or 28 August when the
atmospheric conditions for circle-forming vortices were developing. After 0000GMT on one
or both of these nights the approximately north-west wind which had already fallen very
light died out completely, in accord with the windless conditions noted by Mr Reid. We
then deduce that at about 0425-0430 GMT on one of these mornings a minor gust front in a
rising, light north-westerly or northerly wind (possibly on the 27th, rather than the 28th. in
connection with advancing cumuliform cloud?) picked up sufficiently to throw out to the
lee of Duntroon Hill a vortex system, whose breakdown state in the air, which by then was
well stratified, was the creator of the Tayside circles.

Circles Effect Research Unit
TORRO
Bradford-on-Avon

G. T. MEADEN

The above 1990 article and the letters (1991 & 1992) that

refer to it appeared in the official magazine of the Royal

Meteorological Society entitled 'Weather'. Graham Holman
who contributed these items finds it "heartening to find
such letters published therein'", and I would agree.
Clearly not all members of the RMS are hoax-theory or

Meaden-vortex disciples... .
.

More Circular Arguments

You continue to print letters fren: nbviously
sineere contributors coneerning a metecrological
explanation of crop patterns. Anyone who has
studicd the latest acrial photographs of these phe-
nomena must realise at once that they are wasting
their time in a fruitless scarch for some mecha-
nism that will allow a nice tidy explanation

I studicd the dumbell-shaped pattern that
appeared ina ficld of standing wheat at Fordham,
near Colchester. This was, by present standards,
avery simple pattern but there is no way a natural
phenomenon could have formed these circles and
their connecting swathe. The former were both of
exactly 19t 2in radius and the edges were as
sharp as if cut with a knife. There was. in the
centre of cach, a roughly 2in wide circular hole
which on probing with a rod proved to be 9.5in
to ‘explain’ the patterns in the crops, ‘UFO’ could
as well be substituted. Paranormal events associ-
ated with the ‘plasma vortex’ and crop circles
have been observed before by UFO witnesses
since 1947, including the object’s ability to un-
dergo huge accelerations, to shroud itself in lumi-
nosity, to vanish abruptly even in daylight, and to
cause an eeric stillness just before or after making
its presence known to an observer close by
(Meaden 1990).

JAMES W.
DEARDORFF

Department of
Atmospheric Sciences.
Oregon State University

Crop Circles: Someone had to say it!

Recent letters to Weather indicate little
agreement concerning the crop circles mystery.
except that the phenomenon is in gencral no
hoax. Lest it be thought that Dave and Doug
made them all, including over 1000 in the scason
of 1990 and as many as 15 in one night. consider
the following crop circle stem-streamline config-
urations: an upper layer with an inward dirccted
swirl of the stems as viewed from above. and
underncath a lower layer swirled outwards and
orthogonal to the upper layer. This was the situa-
tion for the 17m circle discovered by Busty Taylor
at Headbournc Worthy. which appeared over-
night on 1 August 1986 (Delgado and Andrews
1989). Its stem ‘strecamlines” were sketched by
Mcaden and Andrews (Noyes 1990). Somchow
the source-mechanism of this circle apparently
first swirled cvery other stem outwards while
leaving the remaining stems standing. then
swirled the remaining stems inwards and at right
angles to the layer below, again without any ap-
preciable breakage of crop stems.

Not only does this rule out any hoax. since it
defics all imagination, but it rules out any natural
vortex as the cause. We have no recourse but to
consider an intclligent source (Watts 1991).
Readers of Weather should be awarc that
wherever ‘plasma vortex” (Mcaden 1989) is used
deep. These holes were exactly central in the two
circles. The central connecting swathe was cx-
actly 6ft wide throughout its length and it was
obvious from the way the stalks had been laid that
the southernmost of the circles had been drawn
first; the connccting swathe had been started
from the very edge of that circle and the north-
ernmost had been drawn last.

No vortex could have formed such a pattern
and. while the implications of this arc not scien-
tifically comfortable. it is obvious to me that this
and the other most complex patterns that have
been discovered are the result of some form of
intelligence.

A few, very few, circular or near-circular
patterns may indeed be the result of local vor-
tices. However, to attempt an explanation of the
whole gamut of this intriguing phenomenon
through meteorology is uscless and will only
serve to cover up the true identity of an important
cffect which needs some true seientific study but.
because of its mystery. will probably not get it.
Colchester, ALAN WATTS
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MUSIC FOR CROP CIRCLES
Andy Thomas &Bl);avid Swingland

10 pieces of music intended to convey the sense of
awe and mystery of the crop formation phenomenon.

A sincere musical expression for this beautiful and ever
evolving enigma that has altered our thinking forever.

Available from:
14 Bishops Drive
Lewes
East Sussex

BN7 1HA @

Priced £7.00 (Inc p&p) 31680
Cheques & PO’s made payable to 'Rising Sun Productions’

The above (and very wonderful) cassette will be available from the end of May
and is being advertised nationally. I'm ready to take orders now however,

and am offering it at the reduced price of £6.00 to all members of the Sussex
Branch of CCCS. A splendid time is guaranteed for all..!

ANDY THOMAS




