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Ecttorial Address : Editor:   Andy   Thomas

14 Bishops Drive, Lewes, East Sussex, BN71 HA. Tel: 0273 474711

"Miracles   do   not   happen   in   contradiction   to   nature

but   only   in   contradiction   to  man's   currerit    laws
of   nature"

ST    AUGUSTINE

Well,    the   circles   are   back!      As   I   go   to   press,   we   have   reports   of   a   50ft   circle   accompanied
by   a   straight    line   of   seven   grapeshot   in   Salt ford,   Bath.      This   is   in   very   young  wheat   -hard
to   hoax.      A   second   report   is   of   a   ringed   circle   by   the   M40   in   Aston,   Reading,   and   this   is   in
oilseed   rape   -even   harder   to   hoax...      Here   we   go!      Start   scanning   those   fields.

Many   of   you   have   been   asking   about   [be   recent   wave   of   horse   nut:ilations   that   have   been
occurring,   principally   (though   probably   coincidentally)    in   circle-country.     An   art:icle
seemed   in   order   and   Barry   separates   the   fact   from   the   f ic[ion   in   this   issue.     The   news   about
the   huge   Spanish   formation   has   really   f ired   people   up.   arid   has   been   the   best   publicity   drive
the   Sussex   Circular   has   ever   had   as   we   are   currently   the   only   printed   soiirce   of   information!
A   lady   even   handed   me   a   photocopy   of   last   mon[h's   article,   asking   if   I   had   read   it!      Mind
yoii,   the   Chinese  Whispers   syndrome   has   already   struck   -or`e   third-hand   report   that   got   back
to   us   (we   being   the   original   source)   piit   the   format:ion   at    10   miles   across...      Oh   dear.      The
only   new   info   I   can   give   you   is   t:hat   the   crop  was   definitely  wheat:.     Meanwhile,
investigations   continue.      Has   anyone   Spotted   the   latest   Guinness   ad   on   TV   yet?     With   Rutger
Hauer   standing   inside...   a   crop   circle!      (Obviously   studio-bound,   with   a   pretty   poor   lay...)
Reviewed   this   issue,   is   the   video   'Messengers   of   Destiny'.      Martin  Noakes   has   a   cctpy,   but    if
you   would   like   to   buy   it,    it    is   available    from:      ARK   SOUNDWAVES,   PO   Box    1395,   Glastonbury,
Somerset   BA6    9FE.    priced   £21.15    (inc    p&p).

ANDY    THORAS

'ud\"\pA
-   IMPORTANT   -                                   -   IMPORTANT   -

The   new  crop   circle   season   is   now  officially   upon  us   and   Sussex  will   soon  be   getting   its
first   formations   (hopefully!).      If   you   see   or  hear   about   any   new   Sussex   formation,   then
gather  what   informat:ion  you   can   and   immediately   telephone   either:

Barry   Reynolds           0444   232873
Andy   Thomas                     0273   474711
Martin   Noakes               0342   718613

All   three   possess   answerphones.     Andy   and  Martin   are   sometimes   available   in   the   daytime.
If   they   are   not   in,   then   leave   a  message   and   they  will   call   you  back.

Once   initial   investigations   are   complete,   the   formation  will   be   announced  via   the   Sussex
Grapevine   and   the   next   issue   of   t:he   Sussex  Circular.      This   year   we   have  Michael   Hut)bard   back
in   the   air   again   in  his  Microlight   as   well   as   the   services   of   some   light   aircraft   pilots.   We
also   hope   to  have   caneras   f itted   to  model   aircraft   courtesy   of  Ted  Richards   and   the
Chichester  District  Model   Aircraft   Flying  Club.      If   all   goes  well,   we   should   at   the   very
least   have   some   superb   aerial   photographs.

REMEMBER:   Knowledge   of   a   formation   does   NOT   give   you   the   right   of   access   t:o   it,    so   do   not
hassle   farmers.      The   chances   are   that:   we   already   know   the   farmer   from   previous   years,    so
it'S   best   to   leave   comrnunicat:ion   to   us.      If  we   do   manage   to   get   unlimited   access   to   a
formation,   rest   assured   that   you  will   be   the   first   to   know!      For   t:hose   who   have   copies,    a
fuller   description   of  what   [o   do   when   discoveri.ng   a   formation   is   in   issue   6   (June   92)   of
I:he   Sussex  Circular.

The  opinions  expressed  in  this  publication  are  those  of the  individual  contributors  and
not  the  Sussex  Circular  or  the  CCCS  as  a whole,  unless  otherwise  stated. 2



NEWS

CALLING    THE    CIRCLEMAKERS!        AN    EXPERIMENT    EVERYONE    CAN    TAKE    PART    IN...

As   mentioned   brief ly   in   a   previous   article,   CCCS   Sussex   is   about    [o   attempt   an   experiment
in   which   every   one   of   you   can   be   involved   if   you   wish.      The    idea   is   fairly   simple   and
appears   to   have   worked   before   on   a   c`ouple   of   previous   occasions   elsewhere;   what   we   are   doing
is   extending   the   scale   of   the   experiment.

On   three   separate   dates   -   Thursda 20th   Ma (branch   meeting).   Tuesda lst   June and   TuesdaLZ
15[h   June   (branch   meeting),    all    at    21.00   -we   will   hold   a   group   meditation   wi.Ch   the   sole

piirpose   of   attempting   to   influence   the   creation   of   a   particular   crop   formation   by   thought
processes   alone.      The   formation  we   want   to   create   is   printed   below   along  with   instructions
from   Paul   Bura   (who   will    lead   t:he   branch   meeting   medications)   on   how   to   meditate   for   the
benefit   of   the   majority   of   iis   (?)    that   have   not   done   t:his   sort   of   thing   before.      This
particular   pattern   was   decided   upon   aft:er   much   deli.beration   and   we   are   very   happy  with   i[.
We   hope   that   by   attempting   to   tune    in   maybe   30,   40   or   50   human   minds.    t:he   Circlemakers   will
'hear'    us   and   be   prepared   to   create   our   formation,   hopefully   here    in   Sussex.      It   must   r`ot   be

forgotten   that   readers   of   this   magazine   live   in   the   USA   and   Europe   and   all   over   the   UK   as
well   as   in   Sussex,    so   we   must   be   prepared   [o   look   farther   afield   for   possible   results   than
just   oiir   own   backyards.

If   you   cannot   make   it    [o   t:he   May   or   June   meetings   t:o   take   part
then   don't   worry   as   you   can   still   meditate   from   the   comfort
of   your   own   home.      In   fact   the   June    lst   meditation   has   been
deliberately   set   up   as   an   individual   exercise   (so   don't
forget!).      Remember   -Thursday   20th   May,   Tuesday    lst   June
and   Tuesday    15th   June,   all   at   9.00pm.      Disconnect   the
phone,    sit   somewhere   you  won't   be   disturbed   and   follow
Paul's   instructions.

One   last   thing.     We   realise   that   by   deliberately   opening   this
experiment   to   as   wide   a   participatory   audience   as   possible,   we
are   perhaps   also   opening   ourselves   up   to   the   possibility   of   an
idiot   hoaxer   joining   in.     To   counteract   this   as  much   as   possible
please   do  NOT   show   this   magazine   to   anyone   until   well   aft`er   the
events.      A:=a-DON'T   leave   it   on   the   bus   or   train!

BARRY    REYNOLDS

WHAT   TO   DO:       I   have   been   asked   to   lead   a   bi-I.ocat:ional experiment   on   the   20[h   May   with   a
view   to   influencing   the   Circlemakers   to   create   a  certain   pictogram   (see   above).

What    is   proposed   is   that   we   get   the   usual   CCCS   business   out   of   the   way   by   9.00pm.      We   will
have   a   short   break   and   ther`   those  who  wish   to  participate   in   this   experiment   will   stay  with
us   and   those   craving   for   a   pint   of   the   foamy   stuff  will   hot-foot   i[   to   the   pub   and   give   us
the   odd,   slightly   distorted   thought   while   supping!

For   those  who   have   not   meditated   before,   this  method   is   easy:   all   that   is   required   is   that
you   all   si.t   quietly  with   hands   resting,   palm  upwards,   on   your   laps   (trying   not   to   look
stupid!)   with   eyes   closed.      I   will   then   take   you   through   a  brief   breathing   exercise   before
we   focus   our   attention   on   the   proposed   formation   by   picturing   the   pictogram   in   oiir   minds.
The   breathing   will   relax   you.      If   people   are   in   agreement,   we   MAY   even   chant   the   Sacred    'AUM'
after   the  breathing   as   this   again   aids   relaxation   and   tranquility   of  mind.     But   if   this
makes   people   feel   like   they're   donning   the   hat   of   a  wally   (you   must   feel   comfortable   wit:h
things)   we   can   dispense   with   the   Auming.      I   propose   we   meditat:e   for   no   longer   than   20
minutes ,

For   those   who   simply   wish   to    'tune   in'   because   they   can'[   make   the   meetings,    this   is   what   [o
do.      Find   a   quiet   place   where   you  will   not   be   disturbed   and   sit   in   a   straight-backed   chair
with   hands,    palms   upwards,   on   your   lap.      Take   seven   breaths:    IN   through   the   nose   and   OUT
slowly   through   the   mouth.      Then   pi.cture   the   pit.togram   in   your   mind,    surrounded   by   a   silver
circle.      Gently   let   your   mind   play   over   this   symbol.      If   your   concentrati.on   fails,    let   your
mind   slowly   come   back   to   the   silver   circ`le   and   let    the   pictogram   form   again...      PAUL   BURA     3



NEWS

BARRY    REYNOLDS    REPORTS    ON    THE    CCCS    ANNUAL    GENERAL   MEETING,     20TH   MARCH     1993

There   were   rather    less   attenders   to   the   CCCS   AGM   this   year,    compared   with    1992,   with   numbers
down   to   around   50.      However,    those   that   did   turn   up   were   rewarded   with   an   iriteresting   day
and   plenty   of   time   to   t:alk   to   any   of   the   top   researchers.      Only   one    'name'   within   CCCS   was
missing   and   that   was   because   George   Wing field   was   called   away   to   the   USA   at    short   notice.
Otherwise,    there   was   a   full   house.

Brief ly,   Michael   Green   (CCCS   Chairman)    reported:       -We   had   a   good   year    in   the    f ield   with
240+   formations,    possibly   5%   hoaxes   in   the   Beckhampton   area,   and   zero   press   coverage.      -
Membership   had   fallen   dramatically   (as   predicted)    from    1019    in   90-91    to   839    in   91-92.      This
was   actually   down   456,   but   269   new   members   had   joined.      This   includes   240   overseas   members
from   17   countries.      (Incidentally,    there   are   already   more   members   of   CCCS   California   than
there   are   British   members   of   CCCS!)   -The   crop   formations   had   been   generally   smaller   and
more   widespread,   with   places   like   Cheese foot   Head   missed   out   al[oget:her.      -Three   grapeshot
formations   at   Lockeridge,   Baltic   Farm   and   the   Ridgeway   had   been   plotted   to   show   that   they
were   possibly   lines   of   music ...-  Many   light   balls   were   again   seen,   but   their   role   in   all
this   is   still   unknown.      -The   circle-making   competition   caused   a   few   problems,   but   was
deemed   to   have   been   wort:hwhile.      -This   year's   conference   (7th-8th   August)   will   be   much
cheaper   than   last.      -CCCS   donated   £2000   to   Project   Argus.      -Continuing   negative
surveillance   results   show   that   we   are   still   using   the   wrong   approach.      -He   was   annoyed   that
a   personal   letter   to   a   memt)er   of   the   Si.rius   group   about   his   belief   [ha[   Devic   agencies   are
involved   had   been  made   public.      -He   also   believes   that   this   is   the   beginning   of
communication   between   humanity   and   the   realm   of   nature.      "We   miist   not   ignore   the   fact   that
non-humar`   intelligence   is   involved."      -CCCS   is   NOT   a   religious   organisation.      -Fiiture
books   will   cover   anamolous   events   and   the   structure   of   formations,   by   Stanley  Morecombe.

Michael's   speech   was   followed   by   Luc:y   Pringle's   as   treasurer.      She   reported   that   CCCS   was
having   trouble   with   the   Charities   Commission.      Apparent:ly   crop   circles   don't   exist   so   how
can   there   be   a   charity   to   examine   them?!      Barbara  Davies   then   said   a  quick  bit   about   her
role   as   secretary,   database   administrator   and   editor   of   the   Circular.     Pat   Palgrave-Moore
reported   that   the   local   branch   set   up   is   now  working   well   with   many   CCCS   branches   being
formed   in   the   USA.      One   county   branch   within   the   California   group  has   200   members   and   no
crop   formations!

Montague   Keen   gave   a   summing   up   of   the   Project   Argus   report   which   is   due   as   we   speak   and
will   be   available   to  members   for   around   £5.00.      Getting   all   the   data   available   together  had
been   a  monumental   task,   wit:h   the   proof   only   being   ready   a   couple   of   days   prior.      A   copy   was
there   for  members   to   look   at   (I   notice   that   not   many   did)   and  was   strictly  marked   for   eyes
only.     No   reproduction   of   the   details   is   allowed   at   this   time   (until   thoroughly   checked)   so
we   are   not   allowed   to   report   things   like   the   porcupine   that   was   found   squashed   completely
flat,    several    inches   into   the   ground   inside   a  US   crop   format:ion   (remember,   you  DIDN'T   read
that   here!).      What   we   can   report   is   that   a   dozen   contributors   have   written   over   35,000  words
and   in   siirmary   the   findings  were   largely   negative,   which   is   positive   in   itself   because  we've
discovered  what   we   shouldn't   be   looking   at,   thus   narrowing   the   field  of   research.     Project
Argus   found:      -Microscopic   blisters   inside   the   crop.     -N0   ananolous   radioactive   traces   or
I)NA   changes.      -More  work  with   fluxgate   magnetometers   (!)    is   needed.      -Plant   seed
germination   and   cell  work   is   proceeding   slowly   and   is   difficult.     Work   continues   in   this
area.      -There   are   hints   that   electromagnetic   detectors  may   produce   results   (will   this   be
connected   to   anti-gravity/time   distortion   effects,   I  wonder?).      -Complex   lay   structures
have   now  been   reported   from  Canada   as   well   and   much   more   investigation   should   be   done   into
this   at   a   local   level.     -Rainfall   data  may  be   significant.      -Photographic   surveillance
(eg.   by   Grant   Wakefield)   shows   the   way   forward,   although   the   non-human   intelligence   hasn'[
wanted  us   to   catch   them  at   it.

The   meeting   then   debated   the   new   CCCS   constitution   and   with   a   few   minor   amendments   was
accepted   by   the   floor.      Some   amendments   were   prompted   by   CCCS   Sussex   pointing   out   that   the
clauses   concerning   branch   membership  were   incorrect:.      These   were   subsequently   amended   to
satisfy   our   concerns.      A   short   general   discussion   session   followed,    leading   to   lively   debate
especially   concerning   the   number   of   positively   identif led   hoaxes   which   is   probably   as   low
as    30    IN   TOTAL   OVER   ALL   THE   YEARS    1986-1992!       The    Sussex   Genuineness   Scale    (as   used   on   all
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our   Sussex   formations   last   year)   was   discussed   rather   animatedly   as   some   people   believe
[ha[   ALL   formations   should   be   classified   as   genuine   unless   we   c`an   categoric:ally   prove
otherwise.      However,   as   there   is   still   no   criteria   for   genuineness,   how   can   we   really   say
one   way   or   the   other!      And   anyway,   as   Alan   Rainer   pointed   oiit.    are   the    'hoaxer§'    themselves
being   subconsciously   guided   by   the   Circlemakers   and   therefore   their   work,   is    'genuine'
anyway?      Now   there's   a   thought.      Our   very   own   Marcus   Allen   sumliied   up   the   entire   subject   of
hoaxes   by   Saying   that   somebody   had   been   very   busy   in   the   last    12   months   creating   up   to   f ive
formations   a   night   and   travelling   60,000   miles    in   the   process...      Hmmrm.

After   a   break   for   lunch,   the   afternoon   reconvened   for   a   lecture   by   Andrew  King   and   Steve
Clemenson   on   a   'Mul[i-Dimensional   Universe'.       It    is   far   beyond   me   to   a[[empt   to   reproduce
here   even   a   small   part   of   what   they   said.       It   was   the   general   view   that   King   and   Clemenson
probably  had   something   extremely   interesting   to   say,   however,   their   complete   inability   to
convey   this   to   the   audience   made   it    incomprehensible   to   say   the   least:.      (And   just   what   did
that   gadget   do?   -Ed.)     What   they   have   to   say  will   remain   shrouded   in   uncertainty   untillEey
produce   a   paper.      The   one   thing   I   do   remember   was   that   if   crop   circles   are   radio
transmitters,    then   they   are   act:ually   illegal!      Now   there's   another   thought!!

BARRy   REyNOLDs                                                                                                                  :           e    =e

REVIEWS

"AN    UNPRECEDENTED    EVENT"    -ANDY    THORAS    REVIEWS     'MESSENGERS    0F    DESTINY'

On   July   llth    1991,    in  Mexico   City,   an   extraordinary   event   occurred.      During   the   longest
total   eclipse   of   the   siin   this   centiiry,   the   eclipse   that   the  Mayans   had   called   the   'Sixth
Sun'   which   would   usher   in   an   era   of   Earth   Changes   and   Cosmic   Awareness,    an   object   appeared
in   the   sky.      Glowing   bright:ly   and   spinning,    it   was   seen   by   thousands   of   people   eclipse-
watching   across   the   city   and   videoed   in   some   detail   by   over    17   different   camcorders.      There
was   little   doubt   -whatever   its   source,   here   was,    for   all   to   see,   a   flying   saucer.     Not   just
a   luminosity   or   a   light   globe,   but   a   cleary   defined,   structured   craft.

This   new  video,    'Messengers   of   Destiny'    (brought   to   you   by   the   company   behind   Colin  Andrews'
'Undeniable   Evidence')    t:ells,    in   full   detail,    t:he   st:ory   of   this   unprecedented   occasion   and

the   events   that   followed.      Unprecedented,   because   never   before   had   a  UFO   sighting   been   seen
by   so  many   and   recorded   for   corroboration   by   so  many   independent   sources.      This   video   (the
first   in   a   range   of   40!)   contains   some   of   the   most   impressive   UFO   footage   I   have   ever   seen,
all   of  which   is   pretty   irrefutable,   and   I   cannot   recolmend   it   enough.

Other  highlights   include   the   capturing   on  video   of   a  UFO  going   into   'hyper-jump'    (stretching
like   a   rubber   band   across   the   sky)   and   the   clear   film  of   strange   energy   fields   emanat:ing
around   the   craft.      From   the   eclipse   sighting,   the   st:ory   takes   us   through   the   subsequent
developments,    following   a  Mexican  TV   reporter's   investigations   into   the   growing   local   UFO
phenomenon.      Over   a   period   of   months,    the   sightings   gradually   spread   across  Mexico,   as   if
the  UFOs  were   deliberately   leading   people   to   a   particular   place   -which   it   seems   they  were   -
finally   settling   over   the   thought-t:o-be-extinct   Mount   Popocatepe[l,   the   fourth   largest
vc)lcano   in   the   world.     When   someone   finally   peeked   into   its   top,    they   had   a   shock   -the   huge
volcano  was   re-activating   itself,   threatening   the   lives   of  millions   in   the   region.      It   seems
the   i lying   saucers  had  been   trying   to  warn   the   people   of   its   deadly   reawakening,   by
gradually   leading   their   attention   to   it.     Mexico   is   now  on   full   vol.cano   alert,   contingency
plans   being   put   hastily   into   effect.

By   first   appearing   during   the   eclipse   -a   time   when   half   the   largest   city   in   the   world's
population  were   looking   skyward   -the   UF0s   guaranteed   that   their   presence  would   be   noted;
and   t:he   Mayan   prophecy   of   new   Cosmic   Awareness   was   fulfilled.      Now   the   Earth   Changes   are
awaited.      This   video   really   is   amazing.      Even  more   amazing   is   the   fact   that   all   this   could
go   on   -with   huge   traf fie   jams  mounting   as   people   rushed  out   nightly   to  view   the   regular
UFO   displays   -without   our   even   hearing   about   it   until   now.      It   makes   you  wonder   what   else
is   going   on   around   the   world   that   never   gets   reported   iriterna[ionally.     Anyone   even   remotely
interested   in  UF0s   should   See   this;   it's   certainly   an   essential   purchase   for   hardcore
ufologists   and   its   implications   tie   in   very  much   with   the   direction   cerealogy   seeTns   [o   be
taking.      Only   two   niggles;    the   video's   rather   high   price,   and   poor   sound   quality   at   times.   5
But   don't    let    [ha[   piit   you   off .      Watch   and   be   stunned.      (See   editorial    for   purchase   details)



FEATURES

THE    HALIFAX    SLASHER,    ACID    SPRAYERS,    HORSE    RIPPING   AND    CROP    CIRCLES

-   AN    INTRODUCTION    TO   THE    VERY    BRITISH    PHENOMENON   0F   MASS    l]YSTERIA

AND   THE    ROLE   THE    PRESS    PLAYS    IN    PERPETUATING   A   MYTH

By   Barry   Reynolds

For   the   benefit   of   those   of   you   who   have   not   come   across   the   word   Fortean   before,    I   will
explain   briefly.      The   term   comes   from   Charles   Hoy   Fort    (1874-1932)    the   American   "iconoclascic

philosopher"   (1).      "Fort   was   sceptical   about   scientific   explanations,   observing   how
scientists   argued   for   and   against   various   theories   and   phenomena   according   to   their   own
beliefs,   rather   than   the   rules   of   evidence.      He   was   appalled   that   data   not   fitting   the
collec:tive   paradigm  was   ignored,    suppressed,   discredited   or   explained   away   (which   is   quite
di.fferent   from  explaining   a   thing)."     This   is   a   Fortean   article.

When   the   Hampshire   Horse   Rippings   were   brought    into   the   public   eye,    I   stated   very   early   on
that    in  my   opinion   nothing  was   actually   happening,   no-one  would   be   prosecuted   and   that
eventually   it   would   all   go   away   (unlike   crop   circles).      To   fully   understand   this   you   need   to
read   a   lit:[le-known   book   'The   Halifax   Slasher'    (2).      Back   in   November    1938   in   Yorkshire,    the
local   population   of   Halifax   believed   that   someone   was   stalking   the   back   alleys   at   night
wielding   some   kind   of   knife   or   razor.      Most   injuries   were   superficial   to   say   the   least,   with
most   harm   being   done   to   people's   coats   ecc,    that   got   slashed.      The   police   eventually   mounted
a   large   operation   after   the   locals   tried   to   lynch   the   person   they   thought   was   responsible.
After   much   investigation,   most   vic[ims'    stories   were   found   to   be   either   invented   or   much
exaggerated.      For   instance,   a   child   tore   their   coat:   whilst   out   playing   and   thought   they   would
blame   it   on   the   Slasher   to   avoid   punishment.      Eventually,   the   slashings   died   away   and   no-one
was   ever   prosecuted.      It   is   now  widely   believed   that   t:he   entire   episode   was   nothing  more   than
mass   hysteria.      'The   Halifax   Slasher'    i.s   a   curiously   little-reported   example   of   the    'mystery
assailant'    syndrome.      From   time   to   time   it   becomes   horribly   apparent   that   an   unknown   person
is   perpetrating   a   series   of   assaults   on   folk   in   a  manner   which   siiggests   he   is   working   to   a
pattern,   but   for   reasoris   which   to   iis   seem   utterly   obscure   if   not   illogical;   and   eventually
the   fear,   out:rage   and   panic   which   these   inspire   may   grow   drast:ic   enough   to   be   equally   free
from   strict   logic.      In   its   turn,   the   process   can  be   seen   as   a  variety   of   'flap';   an
exaggerated,   perhaps   hysterical   public   reaction   to   a   number   of   unusual   and   alarming   reports.

Af ter   reading   this   book   several   years   ago   I   deduced   that   similar   events  were   being   played   out
in   the   London   Underground   during   the   Acid   Spraying   epidemic   of   late    1990.      Basically,   around
thirty  women   reported   having   their   bottoms   sprayed  with   some   kind   of   acid   substance   whilst
travelling   around   the   Underground.      The   act:acker  was   variously   described   as   tall,   short,
white,   black,   old,   yoiing.     Many   attacks   were   carried   out   during   peak   rush   hour,   but   again.
no-one   was   ever   caught.      It   appeared   that   anyone   with   a   hole   in   their   clothes   would   blame   it
on   the   Acid   Sprayer.     There   were   various   theories   about   the   acid   involved   and   how   (s)he   might
apply   it,   but   very   li.ttle   actual   evidence.      Again.   a   couple   of   people   were   lucky   to   escape
unhurt   when   crowds   of   people   took   the   law   into   their   own   hands   and   decided   they   had   caught
the   attacker.     Eventually,   the   reports   just   fizzled  out.

Remember   the   Bogus   Social   Workers   that   made   national   news   a   couple   of   years   ago?     Knocking   on
people's   doors   and   trying   to   abduct   children.      At   one   stage   there   were   so  many   reports   coming
in   from   around   the   count:ry   that   a   small   army   of   BSWs   would   have   been   needed.      Amazingly
enough.   no   children   ever   went   missing   and   no   arrests   were   made,   even   though   hundreds   reported
it   happening   to   them.      The   reports   are   still   coming   i.n   today,   sometimes   one   person,   sometimes
two.      Sometimes   male,    sometimes   female.      Sometimes   in   a   car,    sometimes   not.      I)ark   in   colour,
light   in   colour,   never   a   definite   make   or   model,   never   a   registration   nuTnber.      The   few
details   there   are,   are   always   very  vague.

The   Horse   Rippings  were   first   reported   in   the   press   on   5th   January    1993,   when   a   horse   in
Buckinghamshire   had   suffered   a   12-inch   knife  wound.     We   are   told   there   had   been   similar
attacks   last   year   in  Hampshire,   although   there   were   also   reports   from  Kent   to   Humberside.      At
this   early   stage   it   was   announced   that   there   were   records   of   cases    10   years   ago   and   some
convictions.      On   the   7th   January   a   stable   door   is   forced   off   its   hinges.      By   the    12th,   a
tot:al   of   21   mares   have   been   attacked.      We   are   told   that    fewer   than   half   have   been   sexually
mutilated   and   there   is   no   real   pattern   to   the   attacks   -different   times   of   year,   ages   of
horse,    in   stables   or   fields,   different   weapons.      There   are   no  witnesses   and   t:he   Ripper  MUST  6
have   a   knowledge   of   horses.      On   the   2lst,    a   mare   in   Bucks   is   attacked  with,    possibly,   an   axe.
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A   fort:night   ago,    a   kitchen   knife   was   used.      The   total    is   now   22   mares.      The   23rd   January,
another   mare   is   stabbed   in   Bucks.      Still   no   pattern   of   time   and   place,    no   c.onsistency   of
victims.      Sometimes   mares,    sometimes   geldings   or   stallions,   although   all   previous   reports
have   only   men[i.oned   mares.      Perhaps   a   grudge   against    the   owners?      A   pervert?      Psychopath?
Animal   hacer?      Hunt   sab?      The   list    is   growing.      And   the   latest,    in   broad   daylight    in   an   open
f ield   overlooked   by   houses.      A   forensic   psychologist    is   now  brought    in.      lie   says   there   are
echoes   of   'Equus',   a    1973   play   based   on   a   real    incident   in   which   a   psychiatrist   confronts   a
bc>y   -with   a   repressively   religious   mother   and   a   father   who  watches   pornographic   films   -who
has   blinded   a   number   of   horses.      We   are   also   told   that   the   attacks   are   occurring   all   over
the   world,    from   the   US   to   Sweden   (that   hardly   constitutes   the   whole   world).      Anyway,    attacks
in   the   USA   have   been   blamed   on   cults,    always   an   easy   get-oiit:.      However,    the   British   police
say   no   real   ceremony   is   involved   as   there   are   no   circles   (?)   or   candlewax!      Newspaper   repc)rts
are   now   from  Kent,   Surrey,   Dorset,   Wiltshire,   Berkshire   and   Humberside   but   police   cannot   come
up   with   any   of   these   incidents!      And   now   'he'   has   been   Seen   once,    in   the   early   hours   of   8th
January .

On   the   25Ch,    things   take   a   turn   for   the   worst   as   the   first   horse   is   killed,    in   Hant:s.      There
have   now  been   30   attacks   on   horses   and   ponies.      In   each   case,   we   are   told,    the   animals   were
mutilated   and   sexually   assaulted.      Not   just   50%   of   them   anymore.      A   i looo   reward   is   offered
for   the   knife-wielding  maniac.      The   horse   was   hit   iri   the   neck   and   died   from   shock   or   from
drugs.      From   drugs?     Don't   they   know?      Apparently   the   Ripper   is   likely   to   be   a   paranoid
schizophrenic,   suffering   from  delusions   that   the   horses   are   possessed   by   the   devil...      or
controlled   by   an   alien   force   or   intelligence!!      The   papers   on   the   26th   announce   t:he   3lst
victim   and   the   set-up   of   mounted   police   patrols.      On   the   28th   the   police   announce   new
tactics.     They   will   apply   the   psychological   methods   used   to   trap   serial   killers.      Also,   a
Than   has   been   seen   lurking   near   a   i ield   of   grazing   horses,   a   footprint   is   being   examined   and
a   different   weapon  was   used   duririg   the   killing   than   that   used   iri   similar   attac:ks.

February   brings   a   new   twist.      Four   horses   have   had   their   tails   hacked   off   and  manes   attacked
with   sheep   shears.      One   is   sprayed   with   paint   and    'H   Scum'    painted   on   a   stable   wall.      The
head   of   the   stables   stumbled   across   the   attackers   and   had   paint   sprayed   in   his   face.      Is
t:his   the   beginning   of   copycat   attackers?     Maybe   this   is   when   the    'real'    ripping   started.
Surely   (?)   this  must   be   the  work  of   hunt   saboteurs.     A   racing   journalist   confirms   that   this
has   been   going   on   in  Neon  Valley   "for   the   best   part   of   a   decade".      The   local   police   have   now
given   the   investigation   the   statiis   of   a  murder   inquiry.     Operation  Mountba[ten   is   led  by   a
chief   inspector  with   a   dozen   officers   on   the   case.      Alton   has   already   received   900   calls
(interesting  how   a   lot   of   these   cases   come   in   crop   circle   locations),    including   one   from
America.      The   reward   now   totals   £5000.      On   the   5th   February   a   pregnant   mare   is   assaulted   in
a   field   despite   having   been   checked   on   twice   during   the   day.     More   than   30   have   now   been
act:acked   and   two   have   died.      Police   are   looking   for   a   blonde   woman   in  her   30s   and   a  man
driving   an   F-registered   BMW   saloon.      The   reward   is   now   E20,000.

And   now,   on   the   7th,   the   f irst   REAL   bit   of   investigative   journalism   is   undertaken   in   The
Independent.      They   examine   Lacey   Green   in   the   Chilterns  where   there   have   been   three   injuries
in   as   marty  weeks.      The   police   "must   have    14   or    15   working   on   this   investigation"   and   all   for
t:he   sake   of   "three   grands   worth   of   horsemeat".      Of   the   three   injured   horses,   one   had
developed   a  blood   clot   the   size   of   a   rugby   ball   after   her   second   foal,   but   was   found   cut
through   the   vulva  with   a   sharp   knife.      Two   weeks   later,   there  was   another   apparent   ciit   with
a   knife   above   the   hoof   of   another  horse,   plus   another   injury   to   the   vulva.     Thane   police
have   set   up   a   round-the-clock   incident   room   and   hooked   into   the   Home   Office   compiiter.      This
may   seem   ridiculous,   but   "the   public   demand   it:".      This   is   a  very   emotive   issue.      There   is
talk   of   locals   castrating   the   attacker   (notice   how   everyone   assiimes   it's   a  man).      There   is
no   evidence   though,   to   link   the   injuries   with  more   than   two   dozen   similar   cases   in   Hampshire
(though   [o   call   them   'injuries'    is   to   "risk   the   scorn   of   the   horse-owners  who   prefer   to
believe   that   every   injury   is   the   result   of   a  vicious   attack.").      'He'   uses   an   axe   or   a
pointed   saw  with   a   jagged   edge.      When   a   syringe   is   found   in   a   field   'he'    is   immediately
accused   of   using   drugs.      Ment:ion   the   back   end   of   a   horse   and   it's   a   sex   attacker.      Then
t)estiality   is   involved.      To   imply   exaggeration   to   the   locals   is   unacceptable.      The   vet   says
he   has   NEVER   seen   a   sex   attack   on   a   horse   and   that   horses,   es
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uries   on   one   another.      But   the   locals   want   to   believe   in   the
more   colourful   unsubstantiated   rumours.      The   first   injury   at   Lacey   Green  was   t:he   most
vicious   and   is   t:he   most   likely   to   have   been   caused   by   a  human   attacker   with   a   knife,   but    ic
was   in   a   barn  with   another   horse   and   i['s   not   impossible   that   she   was   kicked.      The   injury
was   four   inches   deep   and   a   foot   long,   and   curiously   for   a   supposed   knife   wound   it   was   Very
jagged.      How   someone   could   have   got   close   enough   to   inflict   such   a  wound   without   being            7
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seriously   injured   themselves   is   a  mystery.      The   second   horse   injury   is   assumed   to   be   an   axe
or   heavy   chopping   knife,   but   t:he   police   report   says   it's   most   likely   to   have   been   done   with
another   horse.      The   third   was   probably   cut   by   a-knife,    in   a   field   in   broad   daylight,   but
could   yet   again   have   been   done   by   another   horse.      For   someone   to   get   this   close   [o   a   horse
means   t:hat   they   really   know   horses.      "Anyone   who   knows   horses   enough   to   get   this   close   to
them,    possibly   IS   one   of   them."      The   police   have   now   received    121   phone   calls   but   are   no
closer   to   catching   anyone   than  when   they   started.      Four   people   have   been   cautioned   about
sexual   offences   involving   horses   in   the   Thames   Valley   over   the   past   five   years.      In   Hampshire
the   figure   is   22.

On   the    16th   February   a   horse   is   stabbed   at   Redditch,   Worcs.    and   another   has   its   legs   bound
a[   Telford,   Shrops.      On   the   24th   an    18   year-old   is   questioned   in  Winches[er   and   later
released   on   bail.      Then   ac   the   beginning   of  March   events   take   yet   another   new   tiirn  with
copycat   rippings   starting   in   the  West   Couritry.      On   the   3rd   it    is   reported   that   the   tails   and
manes   have   been   ciit   off    17   horses   at   an   animal   sanctuary   in   Dorset.      Surely   this   is   nothing
to   do  with   the   original   outbreak?      On   the   8Ch   a   pregnant   mare   is   killed   in   Par,   Cornwall   and
a   second   mare   is   stabbed   at   St   Auscell.      This   is   followed   on   the    15th   by   head  wounds   to   a
horse   at   St   Agnes,   Cornwall,   where   a   sharp   instrument   is   said   to   have   been   used.      All   then
goes   quiet   until    lst   April   when   it   is   reported   that   a  man  has   been   arrested,   and   later
released,   a[   Crawley.

To  me,   the   Horse   Rippings   bear   all   the   classic   hallmarks   of   classic   mass   hysteria.     They
first   appeared   in   the   press   after   the   new  year,   and  were   soon  very  high   in   the   public   eye.
Within   weeks   the   police   had   a   team   of    11   working   on   the   case.      (Okay,    so   I'm   not   a   horse
lover   but   why   put    11    full-time   police   officers   onto   the   case   of   a   few  horses   possibly   being
hurt   when   people   are   being  murdered   and   burgled   at   an   alarming   rate,   with  very   few  ever
being   solved   due   to   lack   of   funds   etc.      Who   pulls   the   purse   strings?)      The   police   soon
issued   a   description   of   a  man   -white,    5ft   3in   aged   60-70   but   he   was   seen   in  March    1991!
They   followed   this   up  with   a   photo fit   picture   of   a  different   man   described   as  white,   5ft   7in
tall,   medium   build,   but   he   was   seen   in   October    1990!       1990!       (Perhaps   Doug   &   Dave   are
pursuing   a   new   career   -Ed.)      Now   didn't   the   media   intimate   that   this   was   a   new   thing?     All
of   a   sudden   the   local   police   admit   it   has   been   occurring   sporadically   for  TEN   years.
Apparently  horses   are   prone   to   kicking   out   at   each   other,   especially   in   the   confined   quarters
of   stables,   their  hooves   often  hitt:ing   the   area   around   the   genitals   and  usually   leaving  a
mark  not   unlike   that   of   a  knife.     I   still  maintain   that   no-one  will   be   successfully
prosecuted   for   99%   of   the   alleged   attacks   because   they   are   NOT  happening,   unlike   of   course
our   good   old   crop   circles.

The   crop   formations   are   one   of   the   minority   of  modern  mysteries  where   physical   evidence   is
actually   apparent:   for   all   and   sundry   to   see   and   study.     There   is   nothing   subjective   about   a
devastated   area   of   crop,    it's   quite   simply  THERE!     What's  more,   samples   are   easy   to   obtain
for   anyone   that   wishes   them.      They   have   not   gone   away  with   time   as   predicted   by   some;    in
fact   they  have   multiplied,   consolidat:ed   and   complicated   themselves   as   time   has   gone   by.     The
British   press   are   excellent   at   picking   up   on   a   subject   and   blowing   it   up   out   of   all
proportion  when   there   is   really   no   background   fact   at   all.     Yet  with   the   crop   circles   it   is
the   other  way   round   and   they   have   chosen   to   ignore   them   complet:ely.     What   a   'World   of   the
Strange'   we   live   in.

BARRy  REyNOLDs                                                            rr}e-

Notes

(I)   -Fortean  Times,   a   bi-monthly  magazine   of   news,   reviews   and   research   on   all   manner   of
st:range   phenomena   and   experiences,   curiosities,   prodigies   and   portents,    formed   in   1973.

(2)   -The   Halifax   Slasher   by   Michael   Goss   (  1987)

Press   cuttings   from;
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'ndependent   on   Sunday   -February   7         Burgess   Hill   Times   -January   29 e



VIEWS

NOT    SO   WACKO    IN    WACO..?        SOME    CAUTIONARY    THOUGHTS    FROM   ANDY    THORAS

Let's   get   one   thing   straight.      David   Koresh,    the   self-proclaimed   messiah   who   led   his
followers,   wictingly   or   unwittingly,    to   their   fiery   deaths   in   Waco,   Texas   in   April,   was
clearly   somewhat   unbalanced   to   say   the   least   and   shouldn't   be   condoned   in   any   way.

But   as   we   lounge   back   in   our   sofas,    letting   the   inevitable   wave   of   anti-cult   propaganda   wash
over   us   from   our   TV   §e[s   and   newspapers,    confident    Chat    it's   nothing   to   do   with   iis,    perhaps
we   should   consider   more   carefully   the  Waco   events'    relevance   to   our   own   position   in   cozy   old
crop   circle   land   and   some   of   the   possible   consequences   that   may   arise.

In   some   ways,   Koresh's   beliefs   were   not   so   very   far   away   from   those   who   in   the   world   of
cerealogy   hold   that   the   agriglyphs   are   the   precursors   [o   a   time   of   apocalyptic   change   and   a
tilt   in   the   Earth's   axis.      The   practical   upshot   is   the   same   as   what   Koresh   foresaw   -the   end
of   civilisation   as   we   have   known   it   (to   coin   a   phrase),   only   he   of   course   saw   it    in
religious   and   biblical   terms.      It's   been   pointed   out   before   that   some   of   the   bible   writir`gs
tie   in   rather   neatly   (or   vice-versa)   with   various   psychic   predictions   and   do   indeed   seem   t:o
anticipate   many   of   the   ever`ts   happeni.ng   in   the   world   around   us   now.      One   of   Koresh's
followers,   speaking   on   BBC2,   said   that   one   of   the   reasons   they   believed   so   strongly   in   their
mentor   was   because   he   pointed   out   so   very   clearly   current   fulfillings   of   certain   prophecies
that   were   "impossible   to   refute".      In   effect,   Koresh   was   party   to   not   dissimilar   information
that   some   in   our   c:ircles   (licerally!)   believe   themselves   party   to.      He   of   course   took   i[   too
far.   played   a   power   game   with   his   friends   and   followers,    let   ego   take   over,   and   tragedy
resulted.      Not   the   first   of   his   kind,   and   sadly,   almost   certainly   not   the   last.      As   the
millenium   grows   ever   nearer,   we   may   see   a   lot   more   Wacos.

But   are   we   really   so   very   far   away   from   all   Chat?      Camp   David   was   crammed   full   of   supplies   -
and   of   course   arms   -to   prepare   for   an   expected  world   crisis,   or   as   they   saw   it,   Armageddon.
I   can   think   of   at   least   five   cerealogists   I   know  with   store   cupboards   full   of   dried   and
canned   food   and   survival   kits   ready   for   any   eventuality.      If   we   lived   in   the   USA   (and   of
course   Some   of   you   reading   this   do!),   with   guns   available   from   the   corner   store,   we   might
ourselves   be   tempted   [o   stock   lip   on   'self-defence'   kits   as   well.      What   most   of   the   news
reports   on   the   Waco   siege   neglected   to   say   i§   that   Koresh   and   his   disciples   were   quite
within   their   civil   rights   to   own   most   of   the   killing   hardware   they   possessed.      Had   t:he
building   not   been   stormed   in   the   ludicrous   way   it   was,    it's   possible   the   arms   may   never   have
been   used.     With   the   good-versus-evil   mentality   of   the   Koreshians,   it's   easy   to   see   how   sucti
an   action  would   provoke   their   use   -as   they   saw   it,   they  were   indeed   used   only   in   self-
de fence .

The  whole  Waco   siege   was   an   (only   slightly   bungled)   exercise   in   the   US   authorities  making   an
example   t:o   any   others   thinking   of   following   Kore§h's   line   of   thinking.      It's   possibly   why
the   siege   was   start:ed.      There   are  many   such   Armaggedonist   cults   throughout   America   that
could   be   picked   on   but   which   are   easier   to   leave   alone.      The  Waco   event   is   a  message   to   them,
a   singled-out   example   to   deter   others   from   thinking   along   'unconventional'    lines.

Koresh   had   to  burn.     He   probably   preferred   it   that   way,   a   true  martyr's   death   (although   it
seems   many   opted   for   the   bullet   first);   but   there   was   no  way   the   FBI   was   going   to   allow  him
to  walk   out   of   that   compound   alive.      Imagine;   the   trial,   televised   live   throughout   the
States,   an   ideal   platform   for   Koresh   to   preach   his   message,   gaining   perhaps   some   public
sympathy,   particularly   in   the   bible-belts,   an  Oliver   North   for   the  Christian   fundamentalist:s,
speaking   of   the   coming   end   of   the   known  world...      No   way.      The   method   of   rolling   tanks    into
the   walls   of   Camp  David,    shooting   tear   gas,   was   bizarre   to   say   the   least   -with   women,
children   and   babies   inside?     Koresh's   threats   to   torch   the   compound  would   be   an   ultimate
cover.      We  may   never   know   truly   how   the   fire   began.      Survivors   from   the   inside   deny   starting
it,   saying  mass-suicide  was   never   considered   and   that   the  military   tanks   ruptured   a   kerosene
container.      The   FBI   claim   the   flames   were   Start:ed   deliberately   by   the   Koreshians.      Others
claim   it   was   the   other   way   round.      What:ever   the   case,    the   FBI   were   happy   for   the   i ire   to
take   its   effect...      An   organised,   co-ordinat:ed   assault   by   professional,    intelligent   people,
a   threat   t:o   start   a   fire   if   stormed...   and   nobody   thought   to   have   a   fire   engine   on   standby
just    in   case?      A   fishy   smell   mingles   with   the   smoke.

The   objective   achieved,   Koresh   and   his   followers   charred   away,   a   good   example   set,    the   final
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stage   of   the   exercise   was   put    into   effect.      Spurious   Stories   of   sexual   abuse,   baby   battering
and   other   degradations   that   allegedly   took  place   inside  Camp  David   began   appearing   in   the
press,   despite   all   the   denials   of   the   survivors,   who   may  have   been  misled   but   certainly
didn'[   seem  mad   or   evil.      These   allegations,   Clearly   designed   I:o   stir   up   anti-cult   feeling,
and   the   fact   that   Koresh   had   apparently   led   86   people   to   their   deaths   were   enough   to   bring
new   calls   for   severe   clampdowns   on   all    'strange   cul[s'    in  Congress   and   the   Senate.
Questions   were   also   raised   in   the   House   of   Commorls.      Precisely,   of   course,    the   aim   of   the
whole   exercise.      A   way   to   make   people   ask   for   more   controls,   more   restrictions.      Anottier
leaking   away   of   the   individual's   righ[l=  choose,   and   a  way   of   shutting   up   those   who  would
spread   news   of   the   Eartli's   possible   predicament.

Clearly,    some   cults   are   very   dodgy   and   do   need   monitoring.      However,    from   the   outside,
certain   factions   of   the   cerealogical   world   could   appear   most   strange,   most   occult,   very
C   U   L   T,   talking   of   world   destruction,   outside   intelligences,   speaking  with    'other   realms'
and   even   performiT`g   unusual   rituals   out   in   the   fields   or   on   ancient   si.tes.

I'm   not   saying   we're   all   going   t:o   be   locked   lip   or   burned   to   death   tomorrow,   but   we   should   be
aware   t:hat   we   have   more   in   common   with   Koresh's   thinking   than   we   do   with,    say,    the   FBI.      The
example   set   by   Waco   is   meant    for   iis   as   much   as   ar`yone   else.      We   should   keep   a   careful   eye   on
any   legislation   passed   anywhere   regarding   'cults'    as   a   result   of   the   Waco   events.      Watch
your   personal    liberties   carefully   -in   case   they   get   eroded   away  when   you're   not   looking.

ANDY THOMAS                                                            0+±0

CFCs   AND   THE    OZONE    LAYER    -    THE   WHOLE    TRUTH?       BY   RARCUS    ALLEN

Holes   in   the   ozone   layer   are   very   bad   news.      So  we   are   told.      There   are   two   very   big   holes,
orie   over   the   Antarctic   and   the   other   over   the   Arctic,   which   is   very   bad   news   indeed   and
consequently,   they   make   headlines   around   the   world.

These   holes   are   caused   by   CFCs,   and   because   the   ozone   layer   is   very   important,   we   must   stop
using  CFCs   as   soon   as   possible   or   t:he   ultraviolet   rays   from   the   sun  will   give   us   skin   cancer,
which   would   be   more   bad   news.

CFCs   are   used   in   aerosol   caTis   but   mainly   in  refrigeration  units;   air   conditioning,   fridges
and   cold   stores.      We   are   told  we   must   stop   using  CFCs,   so   conferences   (Montreal   and
Copenhagen)   are   held   to   get   governments   to   agree   to   pass   laws   stopping   the   iise   of   CFCs   as
soon   as   possible.

It   all   seems   so   simple:    something  we   are   using   to  make   our   lives   a   little   better   is   bad   for
the   environment   so  we   must   stop   doing   it   to   protect   the   planet   from   oiir   mistakes.     We  must
act   now   or   i[   may   be   too   late.      So   we   are   told.

What   is   ozone?      Its   chemical   formula   is   0.,   which   is   three   atoms   of   Oxygen.      A   single   atom
of  Oxygen.   being   a   friendly   type,   is   always   looking   to  get   together  with   another   atom  or
two   §o   it   can   be   of   more   use;   H20   is   water,   02    is   what   we   breathe   in,   and  C02    (Carbon
Dioxide)   we   breat:he   out.      Plants   breathe   in  C02   and   release   02    as   waste,   and   so   the   cycle   is
repeated   and  we   all   stay   alive.

The   ozone   layer   is   about   30  miles   above   and  completely   surrounds   the   planet.      It   is   there
because   ultraviolet   light   from   the   sun   creates   ozone,   and   in   doing   so,   its   energy   is   used
uP   and   so   does   not   reach   the   ground.      A   simple   experiment   demonstrates   how   ultraviolet
Creates   ozone;   by  waving   a  UV   lamp   around   in   a   room   and   smelling   the   resultant   ozorle   in   the
air.     Logically,   if   CFCs   are   'destroying   the   ozone   layer',   the  holes   should  be   above   the
major   Cities   of   Europe   and   America.      They   are   not   (despite   recent   reports   of   new   'thinning'
in   our   Skies).      The   holes   are   over   the   North   and   South   poles,   which   are   as   far   as   you   Can
get   from  civilisation.      We   are   told   that   the   CFCs  make   their   way   [o   the   Poles   in   the
Stratosphere.      Why   doesri't   everything   else,like   smoke   and   dust,   go   t:o   the   Poles   as   Well?
Some   gets   there   eventually,   but   certainly   not   all   or   the   ice   caps  would   be   very   grey   and
nasty   by   now.

What   do   the   North   and   South   poles   have    in   common  with   each   other,   but   with   nowhere   else   on
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the   planet?     A   six  month   day   and   a   six  month   night.      No   sunlight   means   no   ultraviolet   light.
This  means   no   ozone   is   being   created.     Hence   the   holes.     Over   the   Antarctic,   the  hole   is
'found'    in  October.   and   over   the  Arctic,    in  April.      Both   months   are   at   the   end   of   the

respective   winters,   or   nights,   of   each   Pole.      The   holes   were   first    'di§covered'    in    1986,
and   have   appeared   every   year   since.      Of   coiirse   they   have,   they   have   always   been   there,   but
not   during   the   six   months   of   daytime!      Ozone   levels   are   known   to   fluctuate   with   t:he   22-year
siinspot   cycle;    if   the   holes   are   bigger   nc>w   than   in    1986,    it's   probably   because   of   this.

CFC,    or   Chlorofluorocarbon,    is   a   complex   and   heavy   chemic`al   compound.      It   has   trouble
getting   off   the   ground,    let   alone   lip   into   the   stra[c)sphere   and   then   thousands   of   miles   [o
the   Poles.      Why   does   i[   not   make   holes   as   it   goes?

The   world   production   of   CFC   is   around   7500   tons   annually,    and   has   been   made   for   less   than   50
years.      There   is   an   act:ive   volcano   on  Antarctica   called  Mount   Erebus.      It   was   f-irs[   recorded
in    1841   and   has   been   erupting   ever   sirice,   and   presumably   for   centuries   before   as   well.      It
throws   oiit   millions   of   tons   of   gases,   amongst   which   is   Chlorine,   which    i§   also   a   part   of   CFC.
Chlorine   is   also   produced   naturally   in   the   oceans,   and   is   the   chemical   which   breaks   ozone
int:o   oxygen.      After   all   the   volcanos   which   have   erupted   recently,    including  Mount   St   Helens
in   the   USA,   Mount   Etna   in   Italy   and  Mount   Penetubus   in   the   Philippines,   with   the   amount   of
Chlorine   floating   around   looking   for   ozone   to   destroy,    it   would  be   logical   to   assume   lots   of
large   holes   would   appear   in   the   ozone   layer.     There   are   none.      So  why   all   the   fuss?

CFCs   are   used   in   refrigeration,   which   plays   a   vital   role   in   the   food   chain.      Keeping   food
cool   bet:ween   growing   ic   and   eating   it   allows   for   longer   distribution   time,   and   fresher
produce   throughout   the   year.      CFCs   are   made   by   major   chemical   companies   around   the   world.
The   patents   on   the   production   of   CFCs   are   about   to   run   out.      The   process   to  make   CFCs   is
relatively   simple,   and   any   small   chemical   company   could   set   up   a   production   line.     Because
CFCs   are   also  very   profitable,   the  major   chemical   companies   have   no  wish   to   lose   their
monopoly,   or   their   cash   flow.      It  would  be   a  great   trick   to   pull   off ;   stop   the   production
of   CFCs   by   law,   and   develop   another   refrigeratiori   gas   over  which,   of   course,   you  hold   the
new   patents...      Lots   of   new   equipment   also   needs   to   be   developed   and   sold   as   the   new   gas   is
incompatible   with   old  gear...      It   all   depends   on  making   enough   people   believe   that  holes   in
the  ozone   layer   cause   skin   cant.er   (there   are   lots   of   other   reasons   to   account   for   the
increase   in   this)   and   that   those  holes   are  made   by  CFCs.     They   are   not.

The   'holes   in   the  ozone   layer'   story   is   an   example   of  media  manipulation   and  disinformation
along   the   lines   of   "tell   a  big  enough   lie   often   enough,   and   everyone  wi.Il   eventually  believe
it   to  be   true".     The   "crop   circles   are   all   hoaxes"   revelation   is   another   example   of
manipulation.      It   is   only   different   in   that   the   facts   about   CFCs   are   now  known   and  being
Suppressed.   but   wit:h   crop   circles,   no-one  yet   knows   the  whole   truth.

RARCUS   ALLEN

-   SUSSEX   SNIPPETS   -

A   chap   from  Germany   called  Wolfgang   Schindler
contacted  Barry   (Reynolds)   recently,   asking   for
information   about   a  pict:ogram  that   appeared   at
Selsey   in   1990   -   this  was   the   i irst   we   had  ever
heard   about   it:!      Luckily,   Wolf gang   enclosed   a
diagram   of   it   (seen   here)   so  we   know  what   it
looked   like   at   least:...      If   anyone   knows   anything
further   about   this   format:ion,   we'd  very  much   like
to  hear   from  you.

An   old   booklet   about   St   Marys   Church   at   Sompting
has   come   to   our   attention  -this  was   the   church
adjacent   to   the   Sompting   92   formation.      Interesting
connections   between   details   of   the   church   and   the
pictogram  have   been  made   before,   but   this   booklet
reveals   more,   with   constant   references   to  what   a
strangely   unusual   church   it   is,   and   a  picture   of
a  wall   frieze   within,   depicting   carved   'blown   corn...
in[erlaced'...      Curious   eh?

*
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VIEWS

THE    RADIATION    GAME:     WITH    YOUR    HOST,     BILL   .WITNES

"8.15,    and   that:'s   the   time   that    it's   always   t)een..."      From   Alding[on   Knoll,    a   tetrahedral

mound   overlooking   the   English   Channel.    the   twin   blocks   of   Dungeness   power   station   shimmered
black   above   the   hazy   levels   of   Romney   Marsh;    i.n   my   mind's   eye   I    could   see   two   dark   columns
rising,   vast   and   insubs[an[ial,   extending   for   miles   oiit   beyond   the   atmosphere.      My   reasoning
about   what   this   might   signify   was   countered   by   the   sudden   impression   that   an   outside   agency
was   monitoring,   and   tiad   in   place   contingenc`y   plans   [o   neutralize   the   offending   plant.
Meanwhile,    searing   blue-white   energy   pulsed   through   an   open   wound    in   the    f ields   below.

Subsequent    reading   led   me   to   the    1965   er`counter   in.Venezuela   when   tall   humanoids   §Cated   that
they   possessed   a   wave   compressor   capable   of   disintegrating   the   Moon,   but   had   with   them   only_
a   few   portables   powerful   enough   to   halt   a   plutonium   explosion;    others   are   said   to   have   had   a
hand   in   mopping   up   excess   radiat:ion   after   Chernobyl.

Specif ic   warnings   about   nuclear   power   are   a   common   feature   of   close   eTicoiin[ers,   but   they   are
often   lost   in   the   ensuing   speculation,   or   passed   over   in   the   thrill   for   the   latest   most
sensational   case.      More   generally   the   warnings   go   unheeded   as   we   rush   to   apply   oiir
riidimentary   ideas   of   force   [o   a   deeply   relativis[ic   universe.      On   top   of   oiir   ignorance   we
pile   the   self-deception   of   equating   alpha   particle   radiation  wit:h   the   beta   and   gaii`ma
radiation   (from   the   natural   background   and   early   hydrogen   bombs)   upon  which    'safety   levels'
are   based.      Unlike   inert   and   short-lived   radon   for   example,   a   single   atom   of   plutonium   can
at   any   time   damage   the   tissue   to  which   it   binds   and   cause   a   cancer,   or   produce   birth   defects
several   generations   later.

In   the   course   of   one   of   the   circles-related   Chilcomb   encounters   of    1976-77,    a   Mrs   Bowles
entered   a   landed   UFO;    "The   man   told   us   this   was   his   field,   whatever   that   meant..."     We   need
to   be   reminded   t:hat   we   are   not   the   highest   power,   that   we   were   created,   and   that   the   Earth
i§   not   oiirs   to   do  with   just   exactly   as  we   please.     Our   right   to   self-determination   is
t:empered  by   the   rights   of   others,   and   does   not   extend   to   contaminating   the   planet   with   a
manufact:ured   isotope   of   a   twenty-four   thousand  year  half-life.

It   has   been   known   ever   since   t:he   earliest   days   of   the   atomic   age   that   in   terms   of   the
genetic   damage   incurred  by   an   ongoing   population,   a   low  dose   of   radiation   over   the   long-term
is   equivalent   to   short-term  high   exposure:   t:he   effects   of   irradiation   are   cumulati.ve   and
i rrevers ib le .

This   litt:le   we   know  -and  we   disregard   it.      So   what   hope   is   there   that   we   take   notice   of
those   things   that   are   beyond  us   and  only  hinted   at?     Consider   this   stern   and   suitably
pat:riarchal   admonit:ion   from   the   Koran:   "If   He   will,   He   can   be   rid   of   you   and   bring   (instead
of   you)   some   new   creation."

Increasing   background   radiation   due   to   at:mospheric   deterioration,   taken   t:ogether   with   t:he
expanding   nuclear   program  worldwide  would   suggest   that   it   is   prudent   for   genetic  mat:erial   to
be   removed   at   this   juncture,   before   the   indirect   (and   direct)   gene   intervention  we   have
embarked   upon  bears   fruit.

BILL   WITNES

DON'T    FORGET.  .  .
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