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Invasion of the barley
snatchers: crop circles cost

farmers thousands in lost
revenue
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Mare than 40 foctball pitches” worth of
arafile land has been sfected by orop clrcles
|is Englaiid simnoe 2018, actaiding 16 an
analysis carried out by the Goardiam

Farmiers lost £90,000 i imooimss BT
M8 amd 207 554 resiEll of 52 ofap clecles of
varying sites. The wheat and barley los1 over
the period could have made 100,000 loaves
of Bpesd, amd the Rattoned rapeseed conlbd
hawe prodaced 600 lres of canola oll
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Crap clrclies have come under padthoular
scriiny this vear for the anweloome toll
they are taking oo Farmers® harvests at a time
of global food crisis, Grain prices have sorged
sinoe Passia fnvaded Ukraine in Febouary,
with both countries major suppliers of crops
o the global markets

Thie pebce per boiane of wheal on Loadon
ke markets has jumpss 30% sinoe 2001,
while barley's price has gone up by almost
4% » making crop circles substantially mose
damaging 1o frmers” wallels,

*They wiped ouf all of the wheat, apmand
thees or four tonnes of it sald George
Hosford, & tenaant fapmien in Mot by Darser

Hosford wake up on 18 fuly 3021 (o fmd a
crop cirche had been created cwvemight moone
ol his fields, measaring Tom in diametes ansd
with seven polmts of symmetry.
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=0 comirss, 1 don't bellieee this rubhish theas
ir's dome by aliens.” Mr Hosbord told the

Gisardian. “Pannily encugh, pictures of the
circle were up on the meernet within hours

el il was bn @ feally remote posipon. I
coukdn® b pwersisen from anywhere side
fFroom & smmall patch of my nesghbowr's land
e veas e cne w i poinded s oot 1o me,”
Iesfoed explained
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“It's done by people using topes, oaids amd
ladders to flaften parts of the crop - and
usually in wheat, because s fimne and
II:'I'-\.l:.||h|I||H Barley, o the ciher hardl, beans
& bot, 5o thee patterms don't kock as neat”

Hosford estimates he bosi about EL00G an
Imsrome due bo the crop cirche, He fas alresdy
sl slmost £200 an Pertiliser, seads amd
othet operational costs [of the damaged
pabch.

Afver crop clrcles are created, sightsesrs
often further exacerbate the damage by
enfering the field and frampling over the
untoEched pans, The lecabions of Cirches ane
iisually listed on websines. for entlnisiasts

Althowgh “circle makers™ do not generally
damage the grains by sguashing them doen,
larve=sring ehe AN ECTEd ATedd Deaimies Choss
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Hiosford sxplaimed that combane harvestens
Camimend oyl Bl 1% o8 flimatmes of thie

jEronanid.

“Othevwise, you scrape up sall and stones

] wois wreck the mischine” e taid

Farmiers afflicted by crop ciecles have Bimls
restonirse, with Ehesir insuranee exoess fpes
often too kigh to make daiming worthwhile.

Hosfoed sand b did nioi Pt Ehee Jualw TR
cinche bo police 38 he lad the impeession Chal
it woudd mot have been taken serioadly

Althanagh 18§ crop cirches covered about
GR.000 ByuEkie methes of grain in Wiltshise
between 2071 and 2002, police in the area
received only three reponts of criminal
damage relsiing ra these |ncldents, aorording
1 elatn obiaimesd umder freedam of
information requests.

Crap cirches disproportemately affect
Taidwmiers i Wiltshare, waith 63% ol ald fecorded

incidenls since 2008 having cccwrmed in the
coumiy.
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Patty Greer, a crop cirche nesearcher from
Coloradn im the LS, told The Guardian:
“Wiltshire s been e epicentne al
documented crop cicle appearances for the
lmsE 40 yoars,

“Many crop circles have been locabed mead
the Avebuary Stope Circle, Stonchenge and
Glastembury. Almost all decumented crop
Chrehes. e located on A ey Hine, whach i8 a
direct live Betwesen twio sached sites an a
irakp,” said Greer,

Netghbouring Hampshine s also a popoka
lecation lor ciecle creabids, Snd has been the
sie of 77% ol England's recorded crop dincles
since 2015 The remaining 10% af mcidents
ware spread betwern Dorset,
Gloucestershire, Onlondshise, Somerset,
Siarey and Warwickshie

.- theere |5 m greod reasom why NOT (o
suppoat the Guardian

Mal everyone can aflord 1o pay for news
righil Bodw, Thal B why we keep ouf

joi il ogeen foc everyone 1o nead. IF this
|8 Yo, please comtiniee o read For [nee

Buf if yvou are ahle ta, then there are THREE
prosd reasons bo support us foday.

L ORiF quEalicy, investigating joummalksm i a
seristingsing Iorce &1 5 i whes (e il

an] powerlal &re gerting avway with mope
anel mere

2. We are independent and have no
billionaire owmer palling the sErings, =0
your maney directly powers our reporting

1. 1t doesn't oost much, and takes bess time
tham it epak 1o read this mesxge

Eielp power the Guardian's pusmnalism fos
the years boconmse, whetber with a small
sumara lirger one. Sapport the Gusndian
Frovm s ivthe as £1 - 00 ondy ks & nimiste. 17
vl can. @l sl A u= welh




