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EDITORIAL 1 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

Our last edition went out just before the tragic news reached us that Graham Birdsall, the 
Editor of UFO Magazine and International Conference speaker, had died on September 
19th after a sudden brain hemorrhage on the 11th. In spite of vain attempts to revive him 
including a 7 hour operation, Graham died of heart failure at the age of 49. 

Readers may not be aware that Graham started out as a member and investigator for 
Contact lnt. (UK) in the late 1970s. I have set out a review of his contributions to Ufology 
overleaf. 

We also lost Gordon Creighton, best known as the former editor of Flying Saucer Review, in 
August. A former diplomat with extensive knowledge of China, Gordon spoke several 
languages and edited FSR for many years. Gordon had in fact reached the great age of 95 
and had only recently passed on the FSR mantle, so he must have still been editing into his 
90s! 

Two great men gone- who can replace them? 

Recently articles have arrived here and over the Internet mentioning names and feuds over 
UFO issues. As CIUFOR has no direct knowledge of the arguments involved, we won't 
publish details unless it affects our group. Every UFO organisation has periodic outbreaks 
of bickering usually over differences in emphasis and style. Where you have a range of 
persons getting together, all with searching minds and differing approaches to the subject 
and no "Holy Bible" which tells you what is right and what is wrong - disagreements are 
inevitable. Occasionally they get nasty! 

We are fortunate to live at a time when free speech in Britain is universal. Over many 
periods of history utterings about "flying saucers" and "extraterrestrials" would be regarded as 
"heresies" and the proponents of them, "heretics". The poor unfortunates would be lead 
away, subjected to torture and probably execution in the most vile form. 

Our UFO feuds are probably direct descendents of the religious persecutions of yesteryear. 
"Our way is right", (the only one), "God is on our side" type of nonsense which tended to 
result in the removal of the opposing parties. Whereas religion was all powerful and 
controlled the fabric of society in Britain until about 150 years ago, nowadays most areas of 
expression can be tolerated. The arrival of the Internet has progressed this concept above 
and beyond anything previously experienced to a point where unwholesome activities such as 
paedophilia have been able to manifest unchecked until recently. Yes of course, mountains 
of UFO material abound on the "Net" showing many wish to express themselves on the 
subject, but not be constrained by "rules" of being inside a group. Unfortunately now 
picking out the wheat from the chaff is now almost impossible. 

Make the most of these times folks - they may only be a brief period in our history before 
darkness descends again -----

The number of UFO reports has fallen back to previous levels after the July/August 
heatwaves increased the number of people operating outside their homes by about a 
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thousand times normal! The period between August 1-4, 2003 looks to have been the most 
busy in UFO activity for many years. There has been extreme flaring on the Sun during late 
October and November - another possible activator for UFO sightings. In the first instance 
it seems to have brought much needed rainfall to many parts of Britain after 6 months of 
drought (not ruling out random weather patterns). 

THE EDITOR ================================================ 
NEWS IN BRIEF 

GRAHAM BIRDSALL 1954-2003: - (Editor's Memories). The tragic loss of Graham 
Birdsall at the age of 49 has stunned the UFO world. From his early days as a mere 
investigator for Contact International to his final international status as editor of the only 
glossy magazine on our subject on public sale in the UK, "UFO Magazine", Graham showed 
the greatest drive and determination to succeed. 

He first came to my attention in 1978 when he produced a special front-of-house display at a 
Leeds cinema which generated a large number of new members for the group. The film 
making its premiere was "Close Encounters of the Third Kind" - still arguably the finest 
UFO film ever made. 

With this influx of members the Leeds area had the largest section of 
Contact (UK) personnel in the country. Graham with his brother Mark 
then created YUFOS, the Yorkshire UFO Society, affiliated to Contact 
International (UK), but after a year of rising tensions with Oxford 
headquarters, YUFOS became independent. 

Throughout the 1980s, YUFOS directed by Graham increased in size 

and prestige producing its own magazine and holding larger and larger 
conferences. The Leeds conference became the landmark UFO event 
to go to annually and other venues such as Solihull also became 
popular. 

Perhaps Graham's greatest achievement was to convert the YUFOS group journal to a full 
colour, bi-monthly, "UFO Magazine" which started in the mid-nineties and still runs today as 
a successful monthly. To get the likes of W.H Smith to regularly stock a product is in itself 
an achievement! At this stage Graham was able to give up his day job and become full time 
editor. With this increased prestige and marketing skills, Graham soon became a regular at 
UFO conferences throughout the world. His last appearance at Oxford was at the CIUFOR 
1997 conference at Exeter Hall. The UFO Magazine was challenged by competitors who 
jumped on the "alien body" publicity bandwagon in 1996. When th�s� fell by th� waysi�e 
over the next 2 years, UFO Magazine continued to be the only spectahsed UFO JOurnal m 
the UK market, being successful enough to go monthly in 2001. 

In terms of research and objectivity, Graham was more controversial. I remember the 
disastrous Cracoe Fell, c1983 photographs, where a freak saucer shaped reflection caused by 
sunlight on wet gritstone rock high up on the hillside was claimed by YUFOS to be absolute 
proof of a UFO. Other groups of ufologists in the area violently disagreed and Contact 
eventually sent a team to Yorkshire to investigate independently. We were gobsm�cked to 
see the same saucer shaped reflection exactly as seen on the photographs from a stde road 
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in the village of Cracoe. Latterly Graham was a strong promotor of Doomsday scenarios 
and cosmic collisions and at the last conference I saw him at, he was presenting the 
"Millennium Bug" as a very serious problem, giving the delegates present a touch of the 
jitters. 

Some of Graham's best research was on secret aircraft and aviation links to UFOs combining 
the 2 strong interests he had. He was recently involved with NASA "smoking gun" footage 
which showed fast moving UFOs? close to a long tether from a satellite. 

Of course if you state that 95% of UFO sightings can be explained in mundane terms, then 
you are not likely to succeed in selling a magazine or conference. Graham was a master of 
marketing and presentation and had a very good platform presence. Maybe he attended too 
many long haul conferences and didn't look after himself. 

Graham leaves a wife, Christine, and 3 daughters, Helen, Louise and Tracy. (CIUFOR sent 
a floral tribute to Graham's funeral for which £20 was taken from funds ). 

VIOLENT SOlAR STORM REPORTED: Extremely large sunspots were reported by 
astronomers during the last week of October 2003. These emitted great surges of electrified 
gas out into space, and some will have reached Earth. The solar flares were expected to 
have caused major interference with satellites, power systems and mobile phones, although 
after several weeks this does not seem to have been a problem. On November 4th the 
largest ever solar flare erupted on the Sun. This was rated as X28 magnitude way beyond 
the previous most powerful flare of X20. 

Sightings of UFOs have been linked to the sunspot cycle and it may be interesting to see if 
more UFOs are reported in the next year. 

POWER FAILURES LINK? Major power failures in the electrical grids of USNCanada, 
London and latterly Italy have all occurred in the second half of 2003. This seems to be an 
excessive frequency judging from previous experience and the reasons for the failures look to 
be somewhat vague. The Italian collapse seems to have affected half the country and has 
been blamed on imported grid supplies from over the border in Switzerland. This was 
similar to the USA blaming the Canada end for their grid failure. 

The possibility of terrorism seems to have been ruled out, but do we have external forces 
drawing power from these systems which cannot be explained away? 

"A VERY BRITISH UFO HOAX": A very entertaining UFO programme went out on TV 
Channel 4 on October 7th, 2003. A team of top model makers and engineers were 
commissioned to build a convincing looking saucer type UFO in 12 weeks, which would then 
fly and be realistic enough to fool the public. 

The trials and tribulations of building such a craft took up most of the programme and 
ended up with some very "Heath-Robinson" concepts. A suitable launch site was scouted 
out and a field close to the Avebury stone circles, Wilts, chosen, as it was suggested there 
would be lots of crop circle fans in the area. The actual date of the flight was not made 
public which seems odd. It looks to have been late August or early September as all the 
crop fields appeared to have been harvested. As the final crop circle of the year, in the 
Avebury area had appeared on August lOth it seems likely that the expected "croppies" may 
have been in short supply! 
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It was also not entirely clear how long the 25ft diameter saucer was airborne. There were 
tight limits on wind speeds set down by the CAA, and it looks to have been almost dusk 
before the wind was light enough to allow a take off. The craft, or rather powered balloon, 
was probably airborne for half an hour and passed over Avebury village and the local pub, 
before the ground controllers found their radio links could no longer steer the thing and it 
crash landed in a pasture field to the west of Avebury. The team were seen to recover the 
superstructure in almost total darkness. 

Who had it fooled? It seems that Channel 4 had planted many reporters and cameramen 
around the pub at the appropriate time and took footage of gobsmacked drinkers within a 
few seconds of the craft passing over them. They also fed independent TV news channels 
around the globe using their own pictures. The overall impression was that the whole 
exercise was TV company driven and hardly an objective situation in reporting UFOs, as the 
witnesses did not act independently. Certainly CIUFOR had received no reports of this 
event until the programme was scheduled. 

"X-RAY VISION" REALITY: The classic science fiction notion of aliens with superpower 
eyes that can see inside or through a body, is now becoming a reality. A special camera that 
secretly "undresses" members of the public to detect hidden weapons or explosives is shortly 
to be adapted by police and security services. 

Known as the "Millimetre Wave Camera", it 
operates on different technology to the x-ray and 
metal detector machines now in use at airports. It 
omits no radiation of its own so is quite harmless to 
persons being scanned. 

By the time this is read, the Metropolitan police 
will be using the device as far as can be ascertained. 
There are many ethical considerations to be looked 
at here and our press officer has already discussed 
some of these on local radio. Like "Viagra" which 
was supposed to be closely controlled and only 
available from doctors, supplies can readily be 
obtained over the Internet several years later. It 
seems likely therefore the "Millimetre Wave 
Camera" is only a step away from a Peeping Tom's 
paradise and will almost certainly get into the 
wrong hands. 

COINCIDENCES - lA TEST: The editor reports that on Sunday, November 23rd, 2003, he 

was looking to find a house in Wandsworth, London SW, where his son is living and called 

at the wrong address in a street of terraced houses before finding the right number. Three 

days later he was at the cinema seeing a silly comedy romp called "Love Actually" and 

noticed in a scene towards the end of the film, the Prime Minister of Britain (played by 
Hugh Grant) having fallen in love with his tealady (Martine McCutcheon) requested his 

chauffeur driven car to call on her on Christmas Eve. The location was a terraced house in 

Wandsworth SW, and, YES, he went to the wrong house to start with! 

Please send your "coincidences" or "synchronicities" to the editorial address. 
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IUFOPRA DISBANDS: It is with regret we have received the following e-mail from our 
associate group, IUFOPRA, Dublin. 

"Having spent the last 10 years as Director and Deputy of IUFOPRA, and researching and 
investigating the UFO/Paranormal phenomenon, it is with regret that we have decided to 
retire from both. Our decision has not been taken lightly - we had been thinking about it 
since August of this year - our reasons being that both of us are very heavily involved in 
other commitments; we both have sick relatives to look after and care for, and as many of 
you will be aware, I was the victim of a devastating flood which destroyed my house as well 
as a considerable amount of IUFOPRA files. 

The trauma suffered by both of us in the aftermath of the flood took its toll on us and, as a 
result, we no longer have the enthusiasm, zest, and interest to keep running IUFOPRA. In 
fact it has made us realise that there is more to life than UFOs and the Paranormal, and 
none of us know just what is round the corner. LIFE IS PRECIOUS. We are happy with 
our decision and there is no going back. 

One of the many things we enjoyed was exchanging data on a regular basis with our 
members and this is something we will miss. We have made many friends over the years and 
take this opportunity to thank every one for their friendship, kindness and support to us 
through good and bad times. We can all be proud of the fact that we've worked tirelessly 
over the years (sometimes with a lot of frustration) to bring credibility and respectability to 
the subject. 

Finally we cannot close without mentioning one particular person who has played a very 
important role in IUFOPRA since she came on board five years ago - our PRO and very 
close friend, Kathy Crinion. Her valuable contribution to IUFOPRA over the years, as well 
as her friendship, support and guidance, through good times and bad, is something we will 
always treasure. Kathy has been a real pleasure to work with and a wonderful PRO. 
Although we have now retired, we consider ourselves very lucky to have Kathy as our friend, 
and we will be keeping in touch with each other. Also Kathy has indicated that she would 
like to keep the torch burning for IUFOPRA by wishing to remain in contact with our 
members. If you wish to contact her on any aspect of UFOlogy/Paranormal in Ireland you 
can do so at kathycrinion@eircom.net 

We would like to wish everyone involved in UFOlogy, at home and abroad, success, peace, 
happiness and joy. Remember we've only one life and its precious. 

With love, peace and gratitude." Anne Griffin and Pat Delaney. 

NATIONAL SKYWATCH AT RENDLESHAM: A second major skywatch took place on 
the night of August 30-31st 2003, organised by Strange Phenomena Investigations. From 
several reports to hand, it appears a goodly number of people attended including Britain's 
leading sceptic, Professor Chris French. Watchers were taken to the spot in Rendlesham 
Forest where a UFO landing is said to have occurred at the end of 1980. Thereafter the 
various accounts indicate a fair number of "orbs" and strange mists turning up on digital 
cameras, but possibly no visible phenomena. It is likely that "orbs" will be picked up at 
almost any location and are not directly associated with Rendlesham. Overall the night looks 
to have been enjoyed by all present - but no outstanding breakthroughs. 
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AGONY CORNER: (Anti-establishment comment on latest scares and cover-ups). 
"THE SILENT MENACE": It is now a well established fact that vast numbers of "silent" 
telephone calls are being received by group members. Up to 5 a day is not uncommon. 
Basically one answers the "phone" to be greeted by total silence and absolutely no clue as to 
who rang. The recall number, 1471, always states "number withheld". 

Totally negative thoughts tend to go through the mind - the worst b�ing that bur�lars are 
casing the joint checking to see if there is anybody at home before trymg to break m! The 
old and infirm will no doubt feel this. Alternatively it could be your partner's secret lover, 
who hearing the wrong voice hangs up! We who have been involved with Ufology for m�ny 
years can remember times when 

.
phones "':ere supposedly "bugged"

" 
so we te�d�d

. 
to thmk 

some sort of alien contact scenano was bemg played out. (In the Mothman mctdents of 
1966-7, many people across the eastern states of the USA received phone calls which were 
of incomprehensible buzzing and hissing sounds). 

The national press have now revealed the likely explanation �f the m�nace. Powerful 
computers are dialling random numbers - up to a hundred at a tune - whtc� are linked to 
call centres most probably based in India. Subject to the number of 

.
ope�att�es on duty

. 
or 

talking on line, the call may or may not be attended to when the recetver ts hfted. If a h�e 
is cleared there is a click after the silence and someone answers. Normal background chat ts 
picked up as well. Needless to say all the calls relate to selling a product or market research 
and can be placed in the "junk mail" bracket. 

This activity is equivalent to the silly kid who used to knock your front door and run away. 
In those days one occasionally pursued the rascal and give him a box round the ears. 
(Nowadays you would be arrested for assault and no doubt en� �p in court!) These 
international cowboys are almost impossible to trace and are commt�mg the same �ffe�ces 
as the juvenile door knocker of yesteryear. The massive advances m telecommumcattons 
technology over the past 20 years has opened up the floodgates to an incredible amount of 
fraud and hassle for which Joe Public is the main target and sufferer. 

CONCERNING VIVISECTION (from Phillip Duckworth) 
Hans Ruesch's "conspiracy" (expose) that animal "research" means no researc� at all, � 
extrapolation from animal to man is utte�ly impossible .

. 
yivi�ectio

.
n s�ould not extst and wdl 

be abolished by law. Ruesch's exposes wtll accelerate vtvtsecttOns mevttable downfall. (Book 
available at £10 from P.O Box 240 49, London NW4 2ZR. Copy with editor ). 

McCARTHYISM RETURNING? (Late news) The attempted purge of communist 
sympathisers in the early 1950s over the USA by the extreme right wing Senator Jos�ph 
McCarthy is regarded as the most blatant example of paranoia from the Cold yvar pen�d. 
Those pilloried by McCarthy including many famous actors and fi �m stars :'_e�e, m 

.
the mam, 

entirely innocent, and the period must have resembled the Spamsh Inqmsttlon wtthout the 
tortures! 

We are now in 2004 seeing a paranoid America grounding Transatlantic flights on the 
pretext that passengers with dodgy names might be ter�orists. All visitors other than f;om 
western nations are to be photographed and fingerpnnted on entry to the USA. Sky 
marshar:s" will be on nearly every plane. Major security alerts are given out every few weeks 
- but nothing happens. How serious is this terrorist threat? How much is paranoia? ================================================ 

Date: 
Place: 

July 2003 

SIGHTING REPORT 
By Data Research 

Hanbury Worcestershire 
Country: UK 
Time: nlknown 

Credit: Linda Longbottom- newspaper The Standard, Friday August 15th 2003-12-05 
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Linda sent Contact a newspaper article which described glowing orbs that had been spotted in the night 
sky at the end of July 2003. 

The report went as follows: 
''Mr Tom Hines a BBC cameraman was looking for a location to shoot a private film in the area when he 
spotted the lights in the sky. He filmed what he could see and the eerie record of these three lights 
suspended in the air has now convinced CONTACT UFO Research to take the sightings seriously". 

We were particularly interested in this case as we had had several reports of comparative sightings in 
the same location and Mike Soper had tried to follow up as many as possible cases around the area. 

Date: 
Place: 

circa 1998/1999 
Bromsgrove 

Country: UK 
Time: 23.00hrs 

Ms LL returned her sighting which she thought may have been of interest to us. 

She lives in Bromsgrove ( 4 miles from Hanbury) and worked at the local hospital at the time. She states 
"My friend and I were driving back from the hospital about 11 pm along the Perryfields Road, when two 
iridescent lights appeared in my rear view mirror. Thinking them to be another vehicle I carried on. 

The lights were suddenly above my car, visible through the sun-roof, and then came over the bonnet of 
the car and disappeared. I immediately stopped my vehicle and my friend and I could not believe what 
we had seen. There was no noise, no aircraft in the sky and no other vehicles on the road. 

The following day I contacted the local paper. They had received no other reports of any sightings. 
contacted the local British telecom department to check if the above telephone cables where I had 
stopped could be responsible for the lights but they said not. I could not find a local UFO information 
department, so I put it down to an unexplained phenomenon." 

Date: 
Place: 

Circa July/ August 2003 
High Wycombe, Buckingham 

Country: UK 
Time: 

Mr & Mrs D. saw over the course of three weekends objects in the sky both day and night. Briefly 
during the day the objects appeared like a bright star, stationary, then moved then faded and then 
disappeared. One particular object appeared like a jellyfish, another like a faint beam being switched on 
and off 

At 11.30pm on 3rd August 2003 a triangular black craft flew over with no sound, approximate height of 
200 ft with five domed lights on a triangular wing. As the craft approached there seemed to be about 10 
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lights but it was hard to distinguish them all due to the brightness. Prior to this night, several objects had 
been seen which had made manoeuvres circling clockwise or anti-clockwise overhead also weaving a zig­
zag course. 

Mr. D. became very concerned and reported the sighting to the Police and the MOD. 

Mrs D. stated that before the incident on August 3rd there were a few other things in the sky, which her, 
her husband and brother had seen these were very small disc-like objects, sometimes 2 at a time, 
extremely high in the sky and all during the daylight hours. One actually appeared to have a beam shining 
from it at one point. Another circled around in a clockwise position and then suddenly went into an anti­
clockwise position and then just disappeared into the sky. We saw these small discs on three consecutive 
weekends leading up to the final one on August 3nl when with her husband sat in their back garden 
looking up at all the stars and satellites crossing over the night sky suddenly this object appeared above 
the trees. It was not making a sound, it went straight over our heads and gained a bit of height and 
disappeared. We saw it briefly for a few seconds my husband being able to see it longer than myself It 
appeared to be black in colour and triangular shaped. 

Investigators Report: 

Investigators Bill Foley andGeoff Ambler saw Mr & Mrs D at their home from 9.15-11.00pm on 918/03. 
Mr. D appeared severely traumatised by his final experience of a triangular UFO the previous Sunday 
and was reluctant to go outside into the garden where he had viewed it. He wrote up his report during 
the time we were there, but did not want to read our magazine or any other literature on the subject 
stating his experience was big enough to last a lifetime. 

On the other hand Mrs D was very relaxed and friendly and willingly accompanied us outside where we 
skywatched for an hour or so. During the skywatch it was noted that many aeroplanes passed over and 
various satellites. Nothing unusual was seen on a starlit night (but quite misty). The area where the 
triangle was viewed was surrounded by trees so that only sky bound objects above 45° could be seen. 

Mr D. finally came outside to join us about 11 pm. It was stated that D 's youngest child of 3 a boy, was 
present as well but appeared not to notice anything as the triangle flew past. Thus we have 3 entirely 
different experiences . 

Several night photographs were taken with flash to test for any invisi ble "residuals ". 

Date: 201h August 2003 
Place: Streatley on Thames, Berkshire 

This sighting came via the Internet and we thank "Joe McGonagle" for this. 

Country: UK 
Time: 05.40am 

Early morning the sky conditions were clear with light high cloud reflecting the rising sun, silhouetted the 
phenomena. 
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When the witness was looking out of the window at the sunrise he noticed an object completely change 
direction. The colour was black and the object moved around his field of vision making unbelievable 
manoeuvres changing direction multiple times including changes of altitude, it seemed to defy gravity and 
laws of momentum. This was also witnessed by the man's mother. 

The witness viewed through his binoculars and stated it was "triangular in shape, shaped like an Fll7 
stealth fighter only flatter, but with the same fin configuration and performing aerial acrobatics impossible 
for any man-made object could do. It remained in his field of vision changing direction and altitude, 
sometimes even hovering for around 5 minutes. There then appeared to be 2 identical objects, continuing 
the same behaviour. The most amazing thing happened at that point when there appeared from one of 
the objects a line of 6 smaller objects (shaped like the original craft) which appeared to curve away from 
their point of origin with streaks of light (although this could have been smoke/steam reflecting the light 
of the rising sun) streaking from behind them. Then all the objects vanished in the blink of an eye leaving 
nothing in the sky. 

We did telephone the witness who reported the triangular UFO sighting and he said he arose early on 
2d11 August to repair his computer and happened to see a black triangle UFO about 5 miles to east. He 
immediately awoke his mother who confirmed the sighting. All details taken from what was seen 
through his binoculars. If accurate the object was sighted over wooded area of South Oxon towards 
Henley on Thames. We felt this was a high calibre witness who is at the moment attending University. 

Date: 
Place: 

l41h August 2003 
Witney, Oxfordshire 

Country: UK 
Time: 23.35 

The witness, a Mrs P.O. saw a blue round shaped object described as fuzzy around the edges. 

She states she went to bed around 11.30pm and was very restless, after discarding her pillow and settling 
more comfortably she looked across at the large window which she described as, 8ft wide by 4ft 6ins 
drop. From her vantage point she could see the top of the roof across the road. She lives in a maisonette 
in a quiet cui-de-sac. 

It was a full moon and she could see aeroplanes flying past every now and again as she is within the 
vicinity of Brize Norton Air Base about 4 miles away. Whilst looking out she saw a bright and totally 
blue round tennis ball shaped object which flew effortless by as if on a pre-set course. By this she meant 
it did not move up and down or hover it just kept a steady course. She only saw it for 5-6 seconds but 
she said the colour was so striking as it glided from East to West. She could not see clear edges, they 
appeared to be "fuzzy" which struck her as odd. 

She states it was not an aircraft as she is very familiar with night flying 'planes and this drew her attention 
because of its unfamiliarity. 

Date: 
Place: 

2"d August 2003 
Yardley, Birmingham 

Country: UK 
Time: 15.30 

Mrs D.D. was listening to her story tape on her radio and just happened to glance out of her bedroom 
window to see a silver pencil shaped object suspended in the sky. 

She states it did not appear to move as though it was suspended, she could see aircraft flying above the 
object clearly. 
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Through binoculars she could see flashing lights down its length. There was no noise and no vapour trail. 
It moved in an easterly direction towards Birmingham International Airport, then disappeared from view. 

She rang the Met Office to see if it was one of their devices, but they have balloons and this definitely 
was not a balloon. 

Date: 
Place: 

The object was silver in colour 
with flashing lights one after 
the other as in traffic light 
sequence. 

2nd August 2003 
Sheldon, Birmingham 

Country: UK 
Time: 19.15 

Mr. KB was talking to his neighbour 2 ladies, when he saw an object which they all described as an 
elongated silver pendulum with a spherical device on top which appeared to be rotating. 

The object was stationary for quite a while then seemed to shoot away in the distance finishing up as a 
dot in the night sky. The object seemed to re-appear again and continued in this action for 2-3 times. 

Mr. KB went and got his binoculars, but was unable to focus them clearly on the object, he stated the 
object was very fuzzy through the lens, as if it was wobbling or it may have been an unstable rotation. 
The sighting lasted for 10 minutes and he said "we could clearly see the object with the naked eye". 

The object travelled in a North Easterly direction and there was no sound. 

The above two sightings from different areas of Birmingham will lend credence to its authenticity. The 
object being seen by more than one witness and backed up by others shows there certainly was some 
phenomenon that night. 

Date: 
Place: 
Credit: 

141h October 2003 Country: UK 
Probus, Cornwall Time: 21.00hrs 
Dave Gillham CURFORG (Cornish UFO Research Group) 

On a fine starry evening the witness was driving along the A390 on the Probus bypass in the area of 
Denas Water. As his car approached the brow of the hill a brightly lit object appeared from the direction 
ofProbus, crossed the road about 50 feet in front of his car and about 50 foot off the ground. The size 
of the object was 2 metres x 2 metres approximately shaped like a box with a small dome on top and 
brightly lit. The witness noticed that the box shaped object was translucent and he could see inside, there 
were roughly about 100 yellow lights glowing inside, the colour of the main object was a yellow orange, 
like flames. The direction of the object went to West Trelowthas,Great Trewirgie, Gare, Ruan Lanihome 
then on to the Falmouth area. 
(Dave's address is 24 Carrine Road, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3XB if there are any more sightings in the 
area) ================================================ 
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SIGNS IN THE FIELDS- 24th YEAR, CROP CIRCLE REPORT 2003 

by Geoff Ambler 

The year 2003 was not a vintage one for crop circles in England, although this may have 
been due to the extreme heat of the summer creating a very early harvest. Thus the 
phenomenon suddenly stopped after August lOth, a full 3 weeks earlier than average, and 
at least a dozen formations short of the normal August tally. The writer's assessment was 
that there was 68 formations from April to August, which might be considered "genuine" 
from aerial photographs. About 12 more were eliminated as definite hoaxes or anecdotal 
reports. These account for only those on the main websites or local research. 
MONTHLY DISTRIDUTIONS: APRIL 3 JULY 31 

MAY 3 AUGUST 12 
JUNE 19 

The first event occurred on April 20th at Privett, West Meon, Hants- the county that always 
seems to get the first formation. This rape design was followed by others in Sussex and 
Wilts. In fact the phenomenon seemed to dominate in Sussex this year until mid-June when 
the main activity reverted to the usual hotspot area of Avebu ry, Wilts. Oyerall 35 formations 
were recorded in Wiltshire - about half the grand total as usual, and nearly all within 10 
miles of Avebury with just a couple in the Stonehenge area. The strong activity in Sussex 
amounted to 10 of the formations, the second most prolific county. Hampshire appears to 
be in decline reporting only 5 formations during the season. 
FORMATIONS BY COUNTY: WILTS 35 S USSEX 10 

YORKS 4 KENT 3 
HERTS 2 SOMER' 2 
WARKS 1 BEDS 1 

HANTS 5 
OXON 3 
DEVON 1 
ESSEX 1 

Looking to find crop circles outside the above mentioned areas might be quite difficult 
although some of the best designs were found in Yorkshire and a fine pentagram type ·near 
Barton-le-Clay, Beds. Virtually all the formations reported were of the complex type - the 
odd single circle being a thing of the past. 

Most researchers on the ground were disappointed that there was no "grand finale" as in the 
past 2 years when "alien" faces were pressed out into the crop and the massive 409 circles 
fractal formation arrived At the beginning of August, there were signs that new technology 
might be gearing up as a design incorporating "swallows" showed up near Alton Bames, 
Wilts. This in fact may have been in reply to the annual attempt at communication which 
this year was a binary message laid out on plastic sheet just a few fields away. On August 
lOth, a design consisting almost entirely of crescents both fully formed and outlined 
appeared at North Down near the A361 road and this proved to be the very last formation 
of 2003, although there was reported a very basic looking ring formation near Kendal, 
Cumbria in mid-September - too vague to consider genuine. 

AUGUST lOth COP OUT? By the abrupt departure of crop circles in the U K, 2003, in the 
earliest harvest since 1990, we might be able to deduce a few things about the "circle 
makers". There had been formations virtually every day near Avebury for the previous week. 
During August in most seasons the decline is more gradual. The formation of crescents on 
North Down was on land farmed by Mr Shepherd who had been hostile to an earlier unique 
design in his fields which attracted a lot of attention. This time Shepherd decided to 
mutilate the formation after about a week of visitors - indicating he wasn't quite ready to 
harvest the whole field on the high ground. ThiS indicates that there might have been 10 
days or so left before cutting the later crops on high ground, but NO formations arrived. 
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Does this mean, the "circlemakers" had used up all their energy resources too soon in 2003 
and could not produce the "grand finale" around August 15th. Or was the crop too wilted to 
make a good definition formation? Each crop where circles have landed - rape, barley and 
wheat is timed to work at its optimum state with wheat being the priority crop once the 
sterns have formed from about mid-June onwards. Into July and August, almost all new 
formations are in wheat. If the late summer is wet and fields hang over into September, 
very few fresh circles appear in droopy, mouldy looking plants. 

Why should crop circles have not appeared further north after August lOth 2003, where it 
had not been so hot? This never happened in this year or previously as the "circlemakers" 
appear to have specific territories and there may be geological reasons why the phenomenon 
hardly ever turns up even in rich arable counties such as Hereford/Worcester or Suffolk. 

Overall one feels there may have been additional reasons for the sudden cessation of UK 
formations in 2003, which looks to have followed suit abroad as well. Is there some doubt as 
to the renewal in 2004 - unlikely after 24 years, but let's see. 

HOAXING 2003: As far as can be ascertained there were no major hoax attempts this year 
- I.E those that are paid for by newspapers to trip up the genuine researchers and usually 
worked by a group called "Team Satan". The overview of hoaxing is that it will usually occur 
within a short distance of genuine formations. Where there is something on the ground, the 
urge to copycat becomes irresistable! 

Inspecting aerial photographs of events mainly around Avebury, it was noted nearly all the 
handsome formations were 200-250ft diameter; yet there appeared a couple of weedy 
looking attempts of less than half this size with very ragged features. Into July there 
occurred 3 times identical quadruplet formations in a "T" shape at locations not more than 2 
miles apart. All looked to have easy access from roads. A CIUFOR inspection of one of 
these revealed poor ground layering and no response to dowsing rods. Genuine formations 
are quite often miles from the nearest road - an early June event this year, over 500ft long, 
found high on the downs near Ogbourne St George, Wilts, took 40 minutes on foot to reach 
with no vehicular access possible. 

After August lOth the momentum was lost and the hoaxes stopped at the same time as the 
real thing! 

FIELD VISITS: The only location in recent years to stand a chance of seeing several 
formations and meet fellow "croppies" has been at Avebury/Silbury HilVAlton Barnes. A late 
June quick visit on a Sunday afternoon only revealed a few formations in green crops in the 
distance over at Windmill Hill. The only formation close to a road was on Waden Hill 
overlooking Avebury village and stone circles. This field had been the site of many 
notorious hoaxes in previous years, but the formation that arrived on June 21st looked 
particularly good in the first aerial photographs, showing yin-yang signs and 15 variable sized 
circles on "stalks". When we arrived we found the kindly farmer, it is assumed, had mown 
out a wide path to make it easy to reach the formation from the road into Avebury. 
However it was not much use as the formation had been gutted in about 2 weeks from 1000s 
of visitors trampling all over it. None of the delicate design features seen in the aerial 
photographs could be made out. 

At the end of July there were about 15 formations to see, but only a few were positioned to 
give reasonable ground views. We managed to get a good view of a huge "petal" formation 
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from the high ground at Barbury Castle hill fort, scene of many prominent formations over 
the years. This arrived on July 28th and we visited when only 2 days old and fresh. The 
scale of this might be appreciated from the photographs below. 

Inside formation. Note vast scale and sharp edges. 

A little closer to Avebury we had a good look at a very fine formation below the Hackpen 
Hill White Horse (arrived 20/7). Yin-yang symbolism was again strong in this one. (See 
photographs overleaf). 

We noted a very strong contingent of middle-aged American ladies visiting all the formations 
with great enthusiasm, showing the worldwide appeal of the subject. At the end of the tour 
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we retired to the Barge Inn which serves a tasty snack or two and is right on the banks of 
the Kennet and Avon canal, a mile from Alton Bames. A wall of the snooker room at the 
back of the pub is given over to crop circle information. There is also the new "Crop Circle 
Cafe" found on the A4 route at the vil of Cherhill a few miles east of Calne. 

15 
considered hoaxes. A report from Drogheda, Ireland, has just been seen and others have 
come from Belgium, Italy (14), Switzerland, Poland (4) and France. In the USA possibly 
their biggest formation to date was reported from Rockville, California in late June. In 
arguably the wackiest place on Earth, thousands of visitors arrived soaking up the energies, 
some wearing strange aluminium caps, others starting up impromptu businesses selling 
T-shirts, coffee and bottled water. Other businesses hidden away in the country were 
"discovered" and have to thank the "circlemakers" for their good fortune. (See photographs 

Shades of Alton Bames 1990! 5 
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FOOTNOTE: Viewing crop circles is best done from the air. Aircraft flying at 2000 ft are 
fine but getting decent photos difficult. I tried a hot air balloon trip in late August, which 
gave superb views of crop fields, photos no problem, but the cost is high (£125 per person); 
the balloon can only fly in still conditions (trip postponed 5 times); and the pilot can only 
steer in the direction of the wind and lands where he can. 
CONCLUSIONS: The year 2003 produced no additional clues as to the nature of the 
phenomenon. This is a long haul project and those who stay the distance will be ultimately 
rewarded! 

Thanks to Websites: www.cropcircleconnector.com www.cropcircleresearch.com 
www.swirlednews.com Oxford Circles: www.partyvibe.com/archaic/crop/index.html ================================================ 
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LOCAL OXFORD PARANORMAL NEXU S 

by Michael Soper 

Is Oxford in the middle of the paranormal parallel? Could the prolix hauntings, apports and 
sightings betoken the PLACE rather than the history'! Why are so many crop circles, 
astrograms and paranormal visions between the latitudes of 51 .25° North and 52.25° North. 
At the northernmost extremity are the mysterious Rollright Stone circle and the Kingstone 
opposite; the ghosts of Stratford on Avon; and the paranormal window areas of the 
Malverns and Cleeve Hill. At the southernmost limit is Dorking, Stonehenge, Woodhenge, 
Avebury, Warminster, and of course the massively haunted London. Oxford is plumb in the 
middle of this band with the haunted and methane saturated underground Trillmill stream, 
which emerges by the police station. There is enough methane and air to detonate, which is 
somewhat disturbing! 

There are far more events in these latitudes in Great Britain. Note these latitudes south of 
the equator have practically no inhabited land at all - just a small chunk of South America 
near Cape Horn where there is some of the worst weather in the world. 

EVENTS IN THE HAUNTED BELT: 
OXFORD: In 1964 yellow suited humanoids were seen at 6 am on Port Meadow, the large 
open field by the Thames, by a man and boy out with dogs. They were standing next to a 
landed machine in mist. The dogs were terrified and stayed off the meadow. The witnesses 
saw the vision, looked away distracted, and on looking back the image had gone as though it 
was never there. 

ROLLRIGHT STONES: In the early nineties one of a group of youths levitated 
spontaneously to his immense shock and consternation. The boot lid of the car was found to 
have opened of its own accord during a CIUFOR skywatch at the stones in the 1980s. A 
drama group trying to produce a Shakespeare play within the circle were subjected to 
missing time sequences and players fainting. 

KIDLINGTON: In the early sixties, workmen unearthed a large boulder on the site of 
Oxford Airport. This became known as the "X" stone, and was considered to have disrupted 
instruments on approaching aircraft. It was then taken away by government officials. Where 
is it now - no one knew when I checked it out. (Editor: A light aircraft carrying a French 
billionaire and his wife nose-dived into the ground on approach to the runway at Oxford 
Airport in the last few weeks. We do not yet know the cause.) 

Close to the airport there was in the village of Old Marston, a homicide, when a jealous man 
killed his girl-friend (supposedly caught two timing). There is a haunted stile and field where 
there was once a barn at the scene of the crime. A mist is said to congeal into personal 
shapes and linger there. 

The midpoint of the weirdness is shared by Chelmsford, St Albans, Wendover, Witney, 
Burford and the Forest of Dean. The Welsh coast near Haverfordwest where strange craft 
have been seen to vanish into the rocky islands off the shore by astonished witnesses is also 
in the belt. In Germany there is the former eastern bloc town of Magdeberg, and in Ireland 
the surprising Glengarif region. 

Some believe there are battles between 2 great worldly powers, which continually rage 
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almost unseen over the British Isles (The "sacred" isles). They were called this because of 
the STRENGTH of the place and the fact that they could be resettled after the time of the 
Flood, and were bountiful, like a garden of the gods. 

Here one force is for uniformity, identical dress, formal rule of law and generally male 
oppression by clone like armies; and the other force is female, concerned with inspiration, 
poetry, spirit spontaneity, surprise, art and mature individuality. Where the front line is 
through Hereford, West Worcestershire, West Gloucester and Wiltshire, there are 
mysterious and inexplicable events as the female side gains another victory and marks the 
fact Where the male tunics and formalheadedness dominate there is suburbia of the "South 
Eastern" type, cyberspycams, suffocating conformism, and rule of the intrinsically ludicrous 
method of government edict. For example, a race relations law or a religious tolerance law 
which only serves to fix the attitudes in place. In the land where the female forces have won 
we have song, poetry, inspiration, mountains, some drunkeness and a landscape that lives 
with the people - instead of providing a ratlike maze to run on the way to work. In the 
hinterland there are victories and the near miraculous can be seen as the sky once again 
inspires the ground. 

LOCAL ABDUCTION: On Monday, June 19th, 1978, the Armstrong family, John, Gloria, 
and her sister, Frances, Natasha and Tanya, having visited John's mother in Reading, were 
on their way back to Brockworth in Gloucester. Driving through Stanford in the Vale on the 
A417, having set off at 9.30 pm in their white Vauxhall Victor, they saw a brilliant white light 
in the sky. The light was so impressive that John stopped to listen for any noise. Suddenly 
there was a red light flashing also. At this point the Moon went behind the clouds and he 
could hear a swishing sound, though also a sound like train wheels. The Moon reappeared 
and 100 FEET UP THERE WAS A HUGE CIRCULAR SHAPE with a ring of coloured 
lights about an undercarriage. The disc slipped over sideways and landed in an adjacent 
field. 

Gloria shouted to John who had got out of the car: "Get back in John, the thing's landing." 
So he got in and drove off rapidly. However the road had now changed - they were 
surrounded by high hedges. He could not remember having seen this terrain before, and the 
road, unlike the A417 was tortuous and bumpy. Rounding a corner they found themselves 
in Faringdon, Oxon, 200 yards on the right. Even as they drove through to Cirencester the 
same white light escorted them. When John arrived home he rang Brize Norton airbase to 
report the light, and was shocked his watch showed after midnight - SOMEHOW THEY 
HAD LOST AN HOUR. 

Frances drove off to her husband, Ronald, in Stroud, straight away. Next day John retraced 
the journey though could not find any stretch of road similar to the route they had driven 
the night before - and then mysterious symptoms appeared! The whole family developed 
heat rashes, except Natasha, and she had a nightmare about meeting lots of people with 
"funny eyes". The little girls kept on having nightmares about their parents being taken into 
another room leaving them with strangers - so John and Frances decided to try 
hypnotherapy to unblock their memory. 

The story that THEN emerged was that when he stopped his car, strangers came from the 
landed craft. Entering a brilliant column of light they seemed to float upwards and found 
themselves in a circular room with 3 men in balaclavas and silver suits. They were pale and 
had blue eyes. Then about 50 of them crowded into the huge engine room, and one person 
who called himself Anouxia, said that they had to move the craft since something was 
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coming, and also implied they were prepared to tell humans the secrets of their craft for a 
chance to live peacefully on Earth since their planet, JANOS, had been destroyed when a 
mete?rite from a nearby disintegrating planet had hit a power station setting off a chain 
reaction (or perhaps a war). They were refugees and wished to live in peace. At the end of 
the tour in which the family were all medically checked and were shown a film about the 
strangers, they were given a fizzy drink to help them forget and led back sleep walking 
towards the car. 

"ASTROG�S", Horspath, Oxford: On March 28th, 1998, 10.15pm, the son of a family 
drew attentton to a large, cherry red disc or globe which was hovering over the fields 
opposite. The cherry red object was surrounded by 6 blue objects which were emitting 
yellow beams to the ground. The display went on for about 20 minutes. Other witnesses 
from a different house described the experience as like "looking through a kaleidoscope" and 
were extremely frightened. 

Later on that same night at 03.15 after a CIUFOR investigator had visited and reported 
"phant�r:ns" in

. 
the sky, but no astrogram, it transpired that hearing her dogs barking, one of 

the ongmal Witnesses came out on to her rooftop veranda and saw a yellow disc somewhat 
further west than the previous blue and red astrogram. The yellow disc had also 2 
segmented circles surrounding the middle which were rotating in opposite directions. Stars 
could be seen throug� the shape. A whole film of photographs was taken by the witness, 
but these showed nothmg but spurs or fins in the corners. An independent male witness saw 
this spectacle from a different angle about a mile to the west and described 5 or 6 balls 
orbitt�ng a common cen�re. Investigations as to possible laser displays in the area proved 
negattve. Benson, 10 m1les away, had a laser light display a week later which was just one 
blue-green beam - nothing like Horspath which is surrounded by steep hills. 

G�OUCESTER: In �ovem
.
ber 1996, Mr Bob Martin saw a huge black boomerang shaped 

object overfly the area m whtch the top secret GCHQ is situated, SILENTLY. There were 5 
lights on each wing and the wingspan seemed similar to a Jumbojet. 

SANDFORD, Nr Oxford: At 9.35 am on September 1st, 1 990 a witness saw a silver disc 
oscillating and flying fast due north, silently. The object had a black base and oscillated in 
the vertical plane. 

OXFORD: Adam Curtis was walking on the Marston Ferry link road on 22nd March 1979, 
at 7.50 pm when he saw "something" plunging out of the sky in flames. He could see the 
fusilage and wings for only a few seconds, then object vanished. (Similar case in Belgium on 
same day). 

Note this is a typical "brief image" case that seems to turn up in the midband latitude, as 
reported at Sandford, above and like a brief high manoeuvring object I saw in New Marston 
Oxford in 2002. In the non-flying arena there are the brief images of ghosts in Oxford High 
St (Eastgate Hotel); weird men coming out of a "barn door" which does not exist in modern 
times, in central Oxford; a manoeuvring indoor bright light the size of a golf ball seen in east 
Oxford, 1990s; �he Go�sto� nun�ery ghost and in Headington suburb, the briefly seen image 
of a man smoking a ptpe m penod dress. One Oxford student cycled right through a man 
on a horse that appeared in front of him, and the innocent Mary Braudy, hanged for 
adultery at Oxford Castle mound, 1752, is often seen briefly there. Many more cases to 
hand. In the north of latitude band, phantom cats and long sightings of discs are more 
typical; in the south end it is apports, long sightings of UFOs and crop circles. ================================================ 

BETIY HILL - THE GRANDMOTHER OF UFOLOGY 
by Avis Ruffu (Alternate Realities Chronicles) 
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In 1961 in the White Mountains of New Hampshire, coming home from a trip from Canada, 
Betty and Barney Hill spotted a light in the sky. Thinking it might have been an asteroid 
coming in, they kept a close eye on the bright object. It occurred to Bamey that it might be 
a military plane of some sort. He stopped the car and took his binoculars out to have a 
look. What he saw frightened him. He saw a craft with strange beings looking at him 
through windows. Bamey came running back to the car believing that the beings in the craft 
wanted to "grab him." Betty and Bamey heard several beeps and further down the road they 
encountered what they believed were nine men in the road. The car came to a stop and 
Betty and Barney were taken from their car by beings that were not from this world. They 
were taken on board the craft and both were examined. Betty engaged the beings in 
conversation and seemed to have more reign when aboard the craft. She was shown a star 
map and given a book. After some deliberations among the beings, it was decided she 
would not be allowed to leave with the book. Betty and Barney were returned to the car 
and they continued their trip home. Two hours were missing from their timetable. On 
returning to New Hampshire they consulted with a Dr Simon and were put under hypnosis 
by him. A story emerged, so extraordinary, it defied everything we held to be true about us, 
and our place in the universe unfolded. A Boston newspaper picked up the story and ran it 
for 5 days. The story was picked up by newspapers around the world. Betty and Barney 
Hill's testimony became part of history. Most people believe that was the end of their story 
- in reality it was just the beginning. 

The abduction event is a small part of Betty's history. She was a child welfare worker in 
New Hampshire and retired from a supervisory position after working many years for the 
state. Betty raised several children that she had adopted while working and being a wife. 
Her family were important to her and she had many brothers and sisters and her parents 
that she and Barney were close to. Her father was a mayor and her mother was very 
progressive for her time. Betty and Barney's interracial marriage was unique for its day, but 
as they were valued members of the community, it was never an issue to them or to others. 
They loved and lived full lives built on mutual respect for each other in the service of others. 
Betty had always held strong political views and has been involved in politics as well as other 
organisations that were designed to help the less fortunate. Bamey was employed by the 
postal service after being in the military. Bamey was equally busy after-hours with civil 
rights, integration, his church, Community Action and other projects. These were people 
that had both feet on the ground. They were not a couple of loose cannons with, 
pie-in-the-sky, dreams or fantasies. 

Betty and I went over her history spanning the time period, before, during and after her 
abduction. When Bamey died in February 1976, Betty believed the interest in them and 
their abduction would cease. It did not. For years Betty travelled round the globe going to 
Russia, South America, and many other places. She spent a good deal of her time lecturing 
and doing TV spots talking about the 1961 abduction incident. She gave television 
interviews, sometimes more than 120 in a month's time. 

Betty retired from the UFO community in September 199 1 ,  her 30-year anniversary of the 
abduction. She had never regretted her decision to do so. She had lived a very full life and 
gave much of herself over the years to travelling, lecturing and documenting sightings. She 
was, as she says, "ready to retire" and become like one of the local tourists in her own state -
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lie on the beach and go boating. Betty very quietly and unceremoniously slipped away from 
public view, but she never quite made it into that retirement. Now and then, as with the 
New York symposium, she returns for a brief moment and then slips back into the 
background tending to her brood of chickens, cat and flower beds at home. 

Betty is more apt to talk these days about local or global politics. Tracing her roots and 
genealogy is a pass-time she loves to research and discuss. If the truth be told, she would 
love to be known when she has gone as one of New Hampshire's finest welfare workers 
rather than Betty Hill of UFO fame. Welfare was a job she took very seriously as she 
worked for many years protecting children. Betty had a great love of people, and I believe 
that is what makes her so open and friendly to all she meets. She has her opinions, as we all 
do, and they are held as firmly as her New England accent. Betty is extremely bright and 
quite articulate. A reflection of those qualities shows up in her ability to laugh. She has a 
warm and heartfelt laugh that she doesn't mind directing at herself when the occasion arises. 

She knows she has lived a charmed life meeting astronauts, scientists and celebrities along 
the way. She has woven into her somewhat controversial life a network of good friends she 
views as extended family. The telling and retelling of her story has allowed her to be on 
television around the world, even in China, and has afforded the luxury of travelling to many 
far-away places. She has lived the good life and worked hard to preserve her privacy when 
need be. She is in good health and spirits but is tired of telling her story of being abducted 
saying "its boring". She has moved on and so have we; but every now and then she returns 
to us. 

Most people know of Betty Hill and her abduction experience, but not many know of the 1 5  
years she spent going o u t  into the local community with a hand picked group of people to 
investigate and document sightings. Included in her group were high ranking military 
officials, medical doctors, police, associated press, television cameramen, scientists, teachers 
and a priest. 

She has a collection of slides of UFOs that were made from the pictures taken over the 
years. She still has her dress she was wearing the night of the abduction. Each time I see it 
there is a little less to see as samples are taken and sent off to be analysed in labs around 
the world As of today, the results are inconclusive regarding the pink, powdery substance 
that stained the dress. It is kept in a bag, but every now and then she will bring it out for 
review. She has the star map vividly engrained in her mind. Marjorie Fish brought the star 
map to fame when she came across it. Betty had hand drawn the map unde

.
r hypnosis 

during one of her sessions with Dr Simon in Boston. Other than the remembenng of that 
map, Betty was left no clues or information as to where the alien visitors came

. 
from,

. 
or any 

details about them or their civilisation. Now, Zeta Reticuli, the star system depicted, IS often 
referred to as a possible home of our alien visitors. She has a bust of the leader that she 
and Marjorie worked on many years ago. Junior, the name the local school children gave to 
the peculiar green/grey alien, sits retired in the bedroom on a mantle. Not many know that 
on the night she was abducted, Betty was also wearing a pair of blue ear-rings that ended up 
missing. Many months later when she and Barney returned home from a venture to the 
White Mountains, they found a pile of leaves on the kitchen table. Brushing the leaves away 
they found the blue ear-rings there! They knew the aliens must have established where th�y 
lived. The abduction took place in the town of Thornton many miles from her home. Whlle 
speaking with the leader, Betty informed him they were not from around there and that

. 
she 

would like to meet them again. The leader didn't seem to want to know where they hved 
nor about getting back in touch with her should they want. The ear-rings on the table were 
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all the proof she needed that the aliens had telepathically established where they lived, and 
could, if they chose, at any time make contact with them. Some time later, a neighbour told 
them he saw 2 men in black enter the house, but did not react or think it strange as Betty 
and Barney had strangers visit quite often. Leaving the doors unlocked was something you 
did back then, so the neighbour did not think it was suspect, believing Betty and Barney 
were home. 

Betty says she has the proof of her abduction. She still has the dress that is covered with 
pink stains of some unknown substance. She has drawn the star map that Marjorie Fisher 
brought to fame. Betty told of having a needle in the navel and being told it was a 
pregnancy test She pointed out this test was unknown in 1961, but afterwards doctors 
developed the "needle in the navel" method of testing for pregnancy. The local airforce base 
picked something up on radar that evening, that they couldn't account for. They also sent 
out 2 planes to check it out Because of the military's records, Betty and Barney knew that 
the craft left at 2.14 am. Betty made an appearance on F. Lee Bailey's TV show and took a 
lie detector test which she passed She also undertook a brain scan to look for anomalies, 
and passed with flying colours. The best proof of Betty's abduction is Betty herself. Her 
story is now 42 years old and she has never wavered from her story in any part She holds 
fast to the validity of the event and, knowing Betty, one is immediately struck by her persona 
of being a woman of truthfulness and of being very grounded, exhibiting a no-nonsense 
approach to life. 

Betty has had numerous sightings over the years around her home. As she and Barney were 
returning from local events, it was not unusual for them to be paced by a UFO. Betty has 
sat out on her back steps and seen them over the house and trees in her back yard. She 
laughs, cupping her hands around her mouth to demonstrate how she calls o ut to them with 
"UFOs? Can you hear me? I'm here!" It was typical of Betty to stick her head out of the 
car and wave when she spotted a UFO in the area, yelling out "hi boys." She was friendly, 
not afraid, and believes it is all to do with the sightings she has witnessed over the years. 
Betty is that "friendly" and talks about her experiences as casually as we might talk about 
going to the store or seeing a meteor streak across the night sky. 

I asked Betty one time many years ago: "Why is it that you are able to see so many UFOs 
and the rest of us will be lucky to see one in our lifetime?" She replied: "What do you see 
when you look up at the sky?" I answered: "stars". "Then all you will ever see is stars" she 
advised. That brief statement has stuck with me throughout the years and at times I think it 
must mean something, but I'll be darned if I know what it is. 

During her years of going out at night, Betty has been privileged to see numerous UFOs in 
the area. Sometimes it would be a lone ship coming in and at other times a squadron flying 
in and landing. She has talked to the local people who saw as many UFOs as she did. It 
was not unusual for her to be contacted by someone local telling her they saw a UFO come 
down in broad daylight and land in their backyard. Aliens in green suits would get off the 
craft and appear to be exercising. Then the aliens would get back on the craft and leave. 
There were numerous sightings by families gathered in their living rooms watching TV only 
to turn around and see unearthly visitors peering in through the windows and watching TV 
right along with them! 

Betty describes many of the craft being different in size and purpose. The mother ship 
seems to be the biggest and stays the furthest out and smaller and smaller ships are launched 
as they come down closer to the planet Betty says most people see the smaller ships that 
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come to observe. However there is a craft that comes in she calls the "sneaky one". It will 
come right down in close to a populated area and set down in nearby woods. The craft 
looks like a house with a pitched roof and the windows are lighted so it looks like someone 
is home with the lights on. Betty says if you passed it while driving, you would only think it 
was a house set back in the woods. This shape and ordinary appearance allows them to 
come into populated areas without being seen for what they really are. 

I asked Betty if she thought the beings she encountered were biological or robotic in nature. 
She said they were real and not robotic, and reckoned the beings she encountered with 
Bamey were anywhere between 3ft to the tallest at 5ft. They were not weak skinny creatures 
- they were rugged. They were short in stature, but well proportioned physically. Each of 
the beings had a different face and personality just as if there were 11 different people 
together in a room. Again, she surprised me saying "but---they do have a robot." It is some 
kind of robot they use that has a dark structure and a large orange head with wires running 
through it At one time she saw 9 of them. Others in their silent UFO research group saw 
them as well. They nicknamed it "pumpkin head". Betty has no idea what their purpose 
was, but that pumpkin head was some sort of mechanical device that the aliens used for 
research. Although Betty and Bamey met the typical small greys with the wrap round eyes, 
she believes that others have encountered aliens that were much different from the ones 
they encountered. 

In the early years after their abduction, Betty and Barney received reports and saw, first 
hand, UFOs pacing police cars. If the blue lights were flashing on the police car, the UFO 
had its blue lights on pacing the police car down the road. The same was true of a fire truck 
going to a fire with its red lights on. The UFOs would put on red lights and pace the fire 
truck as it sped to a fire. They have been spotted hanging over schools while a school dance 
was in progress. At a local race track, it was not uncommon for folks to witness a UFO 
sitting silently in the sky over the track as a race was in progress. 

Betty claims "they were exploring --- primitive life forms --- j ust trying to see how we lived." 
One time Betty says they telepathically spoke to some beings in a craft when a UFO showed 
up at a Christmas parade. They wanted to know what it was all about. I jokingly asked 
Betty "and just what exactly did you say that made any sense?" The aliens were told that it 
was a religious holiday, and we had a Santa with a long beard and red suit that gave gifts; 
but that there really wasn't a Santa. It was the parents who gave the gifts. I asked her "did 
they get it?" She answered "we assumed so --- they never disagreed with us." Betty told the 
aliens about all holidays. 

Betty reports that at one point they were able to record their communications on tape with 
an alien. The woman who had the tape promised a copy to Betty, but died, and she does 
not know what happened to it. Somewhere out there I hope it still exists and someday it will 
be found. Betty is just so dam use to having UFOs and aliens as part of her life, she takes 
little interest in the gathered items she's collected and has stored away throughout her home. 
You would be almost tempted to think that some of the stories she tells are the ramblings of 
an 84 year old woman who has a very vivid imagination or has lost touch with reality. But, 
in fact, Betty is as solid as the granite rock that the state of New Hampshire itself sits upon. 
Betty is a no-nonsense kind of woman. Even in her advanced age, she is quick-witted, agile, 
and has a strong mind for dates, names and facts. I for one: would never want to have to 
come up against her in a court of law. She is that convincing! 

The first thing you notice about Betty is that she is unassuming in her presence and j ust her 
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natural relaxed way of being is refreshing, down-home and true. She does not feel all that 
important but believes it is very important that we continue to study the UFO phenomenon 
and gather as much information as we can. Someday we will have contact. Although, having 
said that, and laughing, she knows first-hand we already have. I asked her why is it if so 
many people have seen them and produced videotapes and photographs, that the 
government does not come forward. She said: "Nobody pays attention to the government!" 
The people know they are real because the UFOs and aliens let them know they are real. 
Betty was impressed with Dr Steven Greer and his attempts to bring the UFO enigma to the 
forefront and gain the support of our government and military. The truth needs to come 
out. Even though she feels we might be looked at as a primitive life form to many of our 
intergalactic visitors, she really has no inside knowledge or was told the reasons why they are 
here. Like most, she takes an educated guess. 

Betty believes that our space visitors have moved beyond war. "For them to come here, they 
have resolved their problems" said Betty. She believes they are a peaceful people and also 
believes there is a galactic federation of some sort and that beings from different parts of the 
universe know each other. Soberly I asked her: "Do you think they will save us if we resort 
to nukes?" She replied emphatically: "No, they couldn't save us." She hopes we don't end 
up like the late great planet Mars. "If we don't blow ourselves up, we will one day resemble 
our intergalactic brothers." Holding Junior on her lap and affectionately patting his head, 
Betty shares what a physical anthropologist told her that 25,000 years from now we will look 
like J unior. With each succeeding generation, we are losing more hair; our noses and ears 
are getting smaller, our eyes bigger. Betty hopes that we continue with our space 
programme and move away from our reliance on fossil fuels. We will have to if we are to go 
beyond those few planets that we know or to join the rest of the galaxy in exploration and 
contact. She holds out hope for us as a species. Someday, someway we will throw off the 
restraints of war, fossil fuels and ignorance to join our fellow travellers among the stars. 

Betty became quiet at one point, when she said to me: "I'm the only one living. John Fuller 
is gone, Dr Simon is gone, Barney's gone." I could feel her private memory tinged with 
sadness as she spoke. When I was last up to see Betty, another person of UFO notoriety 
had died. Norman Muscarello of Exeter passed away at the age of 55 on February 26th 2003. 
Norman's UFO story was also penned by John G. Fuller in his book, "Incident at Exeter". 
Norman and Betty lived very close to each other and although they were not well 
acquainted, they were aware of each others work. Only Betty is left now. 

Betty the grandmother of Ufology remains as "feisty" as ever, living quietly among us. She 
will not be here for ever, but she and her story are the stuff of legends and it will live on in 
history. For those of us who know her personally, we have been given a gift. She is 
everyone's grandmother in some small way and has generously over the years shared herself 
with us.  She is retired; but every now and then --- she returns. 

Address of Website: Www.AltemateRealities.orG 
Stacey Alien McGee, Founder and Director 
The ARC - Alternative Realities Center. 

Editor: It is good to see we still have some communication with a classic abductee some 40 
years after the event. The interviewer indicates some level of alien contact has still been 
maintained with Betty Hill, although the intimate style and flattery may mask objectivity. Is 
continuous contact a reality? If so the witness/abductee should be able to reveal more. ================================================ 
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ARE UFOS EMANCIPATING US FROM KEPT STATUS OF HUMANK IND 

By Michael Soper 

Aphids in anthills live a LOT longer than aphids outside. Humans and chimps are 
physiologically comparable; life expectancy for chimps is 50 years; for Americans currently, 
about 76 years; for white females, about 79 years; for non-white males 65 years. However this 
figure in the USA is changing rapidly. In the absence of disease 150 years plus, seems 
attainable. Life extending substances already exist and can be purchased but few have the 
courage to take them. 

Do humans to some extent have the status of aphids, in some huge alien anthill in that event 
various things might be evident: -

Creativity will be impeded. 
Procreation will be unstoppable (more useful facilities) 
Many completely meaningless activities with no visible result will absorb many 
(religions) (human invisible 'excretions' being harvested). 
Humans will be kept in a form of status quo compared with maximum rate of 
development. 
Humans less controllable in all out war - thus wars will produce immense innovation. 
Biological life span lengthy compared to animals living in same environment. 
Institutions will on the whole IMPEDE innovation and creativity (permitted to continue 
when they do this) 
Individuals will innovate - partnerships will develop. 
Institutions will mis .. -manage and impede. 

Consider the following chart of solutions:-

TOPIC 

Powered Flight 

Man Orbits 
Elct Telegraph 

Electric Guitar 

Refiigerator 

Electronic 
Computer 

INSTITUTION 
1 9th CENTURY 
Not Possible 

Not Possible 
Unheard Of. 

No requirement 
in Orchestras 
No Suggestion 

No Actual 
Funding 

PARTNERSHIP 

Wrights 2nd poor wing design 

Gagarin + Agitprop 
Cooke, Wheatstone 

Richenbacker & Beauchamp 

Harrison & Twinning 

Eckert & Mauchley 

LONE ARTIST 

G. WEISKOPF fST 
BETTER WING 
V. ILLYUSHIN 1ST 

K.F. GAUSS (MATH) 

LES PAUL 
BETTER SIMPLER 
VON LINDE 
MORE PRACTICAL 
PO ENGINEER 
(NAME OBSCURED) 

In the chart there is a clear pattern - basically new ideas do not come from Institutions. Rather 
impractical schemes arrive from partnerships. Those things that are the surest instincts or the 
FIRST come from lone geniuses. 

Note the Institution will always mock, stop, slow or impede or bum the lone artist. 

THEY ARE VERY GOOD AT STRONG FORMS OF THE WORD "NO". 
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The partnership will come up with something practical though often crass and the lone genius 
unfounded comes up with first or best - depressing when you think of the massive finding of 
institutions. Consider this paradox ... . Funding Impedes. 
Example: OFFICIAL NUCLEAR JET PROJECT RUN BY ACCOUNTANTS . . ..  SLIGHT 

BREAKTHROUGH (1980's). 

UNOFFICIAL: JET PROJECT (IRISH AMERICAN BRITISH & NO 
ACCOUNT ANTS) .. . .  HUGE BREAKTHROUGH. 

WITH ' SPHERICAL' TOKOMAK . . .  PRACTICALLY NO FUNDING 
OFFERED . . .  USED SPARE PARTS .. . MET AT "MACHINE MAN PUB" TO 
DISCUSS. 

Were the Accountants helping .. . .  they were not. Institutional Accountants HAVE to get things 
wrong. Back the wrong horse (an almost religious force) almost as though they HAVE to stop 
things (they have been accepted by the anthill) . . .  they MUST impede development of 
GENUINELY NEW ideas, which could make the aphid population restless. 
Examples of thi.s: 

PROJECT STATUS FISCAL REACTION 
MILES AIRCRAFf l st Supersonic design with all Cancel - on safety grounds 
SUPERSONIC ( 1 940'S) flying tail plane decades ahead . . .  (Ministry of Supply) 

leaked to USA 

TSR2 (1960's) Brilliant hypersonic design at Cancelled by H. Wilson when 
Filton - world beater Minister 

RECEIVERLESS Testa's plan to broadcast Big Project -
TRANSMISSION to the population's biology NO funding available. 
(1890's) (people to learn to hear signals) 
RESONANT POWER Tesla built small scale model No Funds . . . .  stopped by pesky 
TRANSMISSION of earth resonant wave landlord wanting rent - brought 
THROUGH AIR (1900's) to court 
CONCORDE World beating Supersonic design. Wilson wished to cancel 
SUPERSONIC BENN outmanoeuvred him 
AIRLINER (1960's) to save iobs 
FIRST Colossus one built at Bletchley Churchill ordered plans 
ELECTRICAL design of P.O. Engineer (not and machine was destroyed 
COMPUTER (1940's) Colossus two the Turing one) 

world beatirw; dedicated design 

Note that this trashing of individual initiative by fiscally minded bureaucrats is ENTIRELY 
INSTINCTIVE and is done for sordid reasons like "control of the population" who might riot 
when new things appear. 

YET ISN'T THIS VERY MUCH LIKE THE TIDYING UP FROM ANT LANDLORDS. 

NEW things might be HERETICAL, EXPENSIVE, MESSY, DISTURBING, AWKWARD and 
so they get stopped. At a time when the population and disease crises threaten to cause major 
world annihilations, individual genius is all being channelled into bright plastic consumer toilets, 
purely for commercial reasons. 
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Just think how receiverless transmission could help in organising in food crises - computers 
could direct individuals towards help where available and maximise use of known resources. 

LACK OF FOOD is not the problem - IGNORANCE IS. (Irish potato famine - starvation of 
peasants could have been prevented by use of nettles, beech, acorns all edible and yeast can grow 
on grass. Thousands of years of religious leadership could not find this out. In fact some 
religious leaders killed all herbalists). 

Consider that the UFO or crop circle phenomenon is a counter wave against this 'human aphid 
effect' wanting the PEOPLE to think for themselves (emancipation from the dead hand of the 
Institutional) and develop their own psychic, creative skills. 

Note that recent work has shown that some humans can never learn effectively at the beginning 
unless given maternal hormones and later pheromones. Particularly is this true of the African 
Negro without this chemical initiation they CANNOT learn as well. Yet where is the research 
on this? ALL our children are being massively MIS-EDUCATED . . . does this matter . . .  slightly. 
(Errors in school text books are at one all time high currently). 

� � � � � � � .� � -t 
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Only 1 1 % of 
England stHI 

has truly dark 
night �kles 
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ASTRONOMY NOTES 2004 27 
by  Data Research 

The positions of the plants and some stars should be checked before deciding if a night time 
sighting is a UFO. Most confusion is caused by VENUS, particularly when low in the sky 
and after disturbed weather conditions when it may appear to wobble or even move. 
Sometimes Mars can be wrongly reported because of its reddish colour. Brightness levels 
are based on a comparison to a ftxed star, Vega or Arcturus which are rated at 0.0. The 
"magnitude" is then a negative number for brighter objects and positive for fainter objects. 
Few heavenly bodies have negative magnitude and only these can be seen clearly above the 
pollution in the British Isles. VENUS is variable but always bright, reaching a maximum of 
-4.6 or 145 times as bright as a first magnitude star ( + 1.0). On the same scale the Moon is 
-12.5 (when full) and the Sun -26.6. 

For 2004, MARS is a receding object best visible to early May in the evenings. It can be 
seen again in November in the dawn sky. The planet reached its closest distance to Earth 
for many years on August 29th 2003, but will not be bright again until 2005. JUPITER is 
very bright after midnight early in the year reaching opposition (closest point) on March 4th. 
It fades out in late May but reappears at -2.0 magnitude in dawn twilight at the beginning of 
November. SATURN is visible for much of the year in the constellation of Gemini, being 
brightest at -0.5 in January. It will not be. conspicuous until Nov/Dec reaching opposition on 
January 14th 2005. VENUS will be very visible in the evening sky from Jan to May -
brightest on March 29th. It will conduct a TRANSIT across the Sun on June 4th, the first 
since 1882. This is the Venusian equivalent of an eclipse and it will take 6 hours 12 minutes 
to cross the Sun's face, seen as a dark spot. (WARNING: Strictly for professional viewing 
only) Later in the year from Aug-Dec, Venus appears as a morning object. MERCURY is 
a very bright object if it can be spotted low down on the horizon close to the Sun. It might 
be best seen at its highest elevation on March 25th (evening), Sept lOth (morning) and Dec 
28th (morning) when it will be very close to Venus. 

Eclipses notified for 2004 are partial SOlAR eclipses on April 19th and Oct' 14th - neither 
visible from the British Isles - and total eclipses of the MOON on May 4th and Oct' 28th. 
The latter are reported to be visible from European latitudes, so check details of the events 
in the media nearer the time. (Source: Col/ins Wild Guide, Night Sky). 

Meteor showers peak at certain times of year and these are 2-4 Jan' (Quadrantids), 11-14 
Aug' (Perseids), 16-18 Nov' (Leonids), 12-14 Dec' (Geminids). Very large meteors may 
appear at any time, but claims by astronomers outside the main dates listed should be 
treated with caution - very few astronomers will admit the possibility of a UFO. It is now 
considered unlikely that the main showers can be viewed with any great success in Britain 
except possibly in remote countryside away from artificial lighting. See the light pollution 
map opposite for the best viewing areas. 

The following lists the nights of full Moon and the darkest periods to assist skywatching: 
JAN Full Moon 7th Dark Nights 16-21st FEB Full Moon 6th Dark Nights 15-20 
MAR 6 15-20 APR 5 13-18 
MAY 4 12-17 JUN 3 11-16 
JUL 2/31 10-15 AUG 29 8- 13 
SEP 28 7-12 OCT 27 7-12 
NOV 26 6-11 DEC 26 6-11 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES - CLANCARTY LIBRARY 

Our f?under President,
. 

�rd Clancarty, Brinsley Le Poer Trench, wa<> a recipient of many 
comp�1mentary first ed1tton books which the authors signed for him. We reproduce a 
selection of these "autographs" by well known UFO writers below. (All books are available 
to view at the library in Abingdon, Oxford). 

THE MOTHMAN CONSPI RACI ES 
JOHN A. KEEL 
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ANATOMY O F  A PHENOMENON 
JACQUES VAllEE 

� M  . .8 .  k ?� �Gt;,. 

�� �·� 4 
-l4.tz_ � 

================================================ 
NOTICE 

fhe editorial staff of Awareness welcome contributions of articles (particularly with good 

illustrations), book or film reviews, details of UFO sightings, letters discussing previous 

articles or general comments on UFOs, crop circles and related topics in the paranormal 

field. Please address your material to the Editor, Awareness, P.O Box 23, WHEATLEY, 

Oxon, U.K, OX33 l FL ================================================ 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

UFO AND SPACE AGE PUBLICATIONS! UFOs, Conspiracies, Books, Magazines, Audio 

and Video tapes. For full list and bumper information sheets send £1 refunded on first 

order. Write to Ms S.R. Stebbing, 41 ,  Terminus Drive, HERNE BAY, Kent, Cf6 6PR. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
AWARENESS BACK ISSUES: We can supply back issues of magazines from Vol 18 (nos 

1 -4) to latest (Volume 24). Some earlier copies may be available, as with the UFO Register. 

Please remit £1.25 plus 20p post and packing for each copy ordered to P.O Box 23, 

WHEATLEY, Oxon, OX33 l FL, England. -----------------------------------------------------�-------------------------------------------------
TEMS: The Travel and Earth Mysteries Society holds a series of lectures and field visits 

mainly in the South East and Midlands. For details of current programme write to 1 15, 

Hollybush Lane, HA1'v1PTON, Middx, TW12 2QY. 020 8979 3148 =========== = ==================================== 
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