


"Beauty and folly are generally companions" BALTASAR 

GRACIAN 

Welcome to the secon d-to- last Issue of se EVER! 
If for any reason you a ren't yet aware, you need 
to read the last edit ion for o u r  expla nations as to 
why we a re closi n g  se with n um ber 94 a n d  
creating a n e w  web site I nstead . React ion h a s  
been overwhelm i ng ly u nd ersta n d i n g ,  m ixed with 
I nevi ta b l e  sad n ess. O n ly a few have begged us 
to reconsider, but I'm afra i d  the decision sta nds!  
I n  fact we've received so many hea rtfelt testi ­
mon ies from peo ple as to how t h e y  w i l l  miss se, 
it brings a l ump to the t h roat!  We'l l pr int some of 
these messag es in our spec i a l  fi n a l  i ssue, pa rt of 
which w i l l ,  of cou rse, be devoted to celebrati ng 
o u r  n i ne yea rs. H owever, we a re also keen to 
end o n  someth i ng w h i ch looks a head, a n d  there 
wi l l  be ma ny contri but ions w h i ch assess where 
the cro p  c ircles have b ro u g h t  us a l l  and where 
the world of research s ho u l d  be g o i n g .  If you 
have anyt h i n g  to add to this debate, th is  w i l l  be 
you r  last cha nce in these pages, so get writ ing 
now!  What with Ch ristmas a n d  a l l ,  you can 
pro ba b l y  ex pect se 94 sometime from m i d ­
Febru a ry .  Please d o n 't hassle u s  if i t's late! 
( Dead l i ne for s u bmissions i s  m i d -J a n u a ry . )  

W e  w i l l  also a n nou nce t h e  fu l l  deta i l s  o f  o u r  new 
web site in the fi n a l  i ssue and what to expect 
from it, and make a few suggestions for those 
without access to the Net. However, we ca n now 
a n n o u nce (as word has lea ked out e lsewhere) the 
name of the new site wi l l  be .. . 

SWIRLED NEWS 

N ice, eh? Its full I n ternet a d d ress w i ll be: 
www.swlrlednews.com P L EASE N OT E: We 
don't go o n l i n e  u nti l  Febru a ry- M a rch 200 1 .  How­
ever, there is a stop-gap message up there w h i ch 
you may l i ke to have a look at, and you can 
bookmark the site.  For more o n  what's to come, 
you 'l l  have to wait  u nti l  the next issue.  

Incid enta lly, we hope you've been e nj oy i ng our 
new mu ch-im proved pri nt q u a l i ty of late.  I ro n ic, 
isn't i t, that eco n omica l ly viable d ig i tal rep roduc­
tion suddenly became ava i la b l e  j ust as we were 
becoming unava i l a ble!  Never m i nd - we got 
there in the e n d .  

O u r  impend i n g  demise has m e a n t  t h a t  some o f  
t h e  a rticles we i ntended for t h e  wi nter months 
a re now neve r g o i ng to make it i nto pri nt - our  
deepest a pologies to a nyone w h ose material  met 
the mi ncer as a result .  Among the casua lties was 
o u r  i ntended report on the overseas crop forma­
tions of 2000, w h ich imp l od i ng a rticle space a n d  
ra pid ly  s h ri n king time have defeated . (Those 
o n l i n e  ca n check out the Internat ional  pages of 
Crop Circle Connector to catch up with events o n  
other shores th is  yea r . )  

A s  t h i s  i s  t h e  last convent iona l Issue of se, 
there's a lot to rou n d - u p, r i postes to a i r, 
Cornographies to concl ude,  A-Zs to postpo ne a nd 
news stories to report . . .  so let's get o n !  

ANDY THOMAS 

www.cropcircleconnector.com/sc/sc.html 
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CONTRIBUTE TO THE FINAL ISSUE! 
It is you, the readers, who have helped make se what 
lt Is. Your loyal support - and we have some readers 
who have taken the whole nine-year trip with us! -
has been much appreciated. Your many letters of 
encouragement and kind comments over the decade 
have been a treasure to us which we will never forget. 
Our very last issue of se (the next'), due out in 
February, will be a special one which we want you to 
be able to share in. If you have any comments you 
wish to make about se, crop circles and crop circle 
research in general and where you see it all going, we 
would very much like to include them in the magazine. 
It may be your final chance to have the last word! 
Please send any contributions - typed or ASCII text if 
possible - to the editorial address or the se e-mail 
address, both listed above. 

GENERAL MAILING ENQUIRIES: 
Di Brown & Jason Porthouse, 
36 Graham Crescent, Mile Oak, Port­
slade, East Sussex, BN41 2YB. Tel: 
01273 885117 (E-mails to SC address) 

Front Cover: Wexcombe, Wiltshire, June 2000. Photo­
graph by STEVE ALEXANDER 

For years, some researchers have longed for the 
day that those 'human faci l ltators' who cla im to make 
crop formations should be su itably pun ished for their 
crimes. A £10,000 reward was even offered by the 
N ational Farmer's Un ion at one point for any informa­
tion leading to a successful prosecution. 
Now, fi na l ly, the first such prosecution has occurred 
(though the N FU has re-
mained conveniently si lent 
about rewards). 

first place, others, however, point out that not only is 
£100 a pathetic sum (hardly worth the cost of the 
investigation) which will not encourage the pursu it of 
further convictions, but this assumes that what hu­
man circlemakers there may be wi l l  be put off by the 
increased risk of legal pursuit - yet exciting risks have 
been spoken of before as one of the apparent attrac-

tions of crop crunching . 

For those who missed the 
massive media coverage of 
the story, the essence is 
th i s :  Matthew Will i a ms 
(whose disruptional exploits 
in baiti ng ci rcle researchers 
were outl i ned in the last 
issue), together with an un­
known team and at least 
one, possibly more, wel l­
known researcher in  atten­
dance, created a seven ­
pointed star at West Over­
ton, Wi ltshire at the end of 
August. It reportedly took 

The first ever conviction for illegally 
making a crop formation on private 

property has finally takef! place, to a 
media splash. ANDY THOMAS looks at 

the case and its implications ... 

The revelation that the for­
mation took three days to 
make appears to be proof 
enough of how d ifficult it is 
to create anything worth­
wh i le in the fields, when we 
know highly complex for­
mations often appea r i n  
very short periods o f  time. 
Incidental ly, the photo of 
the seven -poi nted sta r used 
in most newspapers was the 
version dig ita lly cleaned up 
by Peter Sorensen to cover 
for errors at the centre. 
We'll leave it to readers to 

three nights to create. Ac-
cord ing to press reports, Wi l l iams says he did this to 
counteract cla ims by Michael Glickman that such a 
feat was humanly Impossible and duly faxed a dia­
gra m of the formation to US author and radio-show 
host Whitley Streiber before making it, to prove his 
involvement. On hearing this, Michael Gllckman 
informed the relevant farmer that Wi l l iams had been 
respons ible for damaging his p roperty and that 
Streiber held proof of th is .  The farmer subsequently 
pressed charges and Wll l lams was arrested, his house 
was searched and implements, diagrams a nd a com­
puter were impounded . On November 6th, Wil l iams 
appeared at Devizes mag istrates court and was fined 
the gra nd total of ... £100 (plus £40 costs). 
Though only loca l television covered the story, there 
was heavy press and radio coverage, many reports 
trumping up an apparent battle between Wi ll lams and 
M ichael Gl ickman, both of whom were interviewed 
and pictured in several newspapers. 
Wi ll iams appears to have created a justification for his 
actions by indicting Mlchael as someone out to mis­
lead the public by false decrees, whom he felt com­
pelled to challenge by creating his form ation . How­
ever, as a point of clarification, M ichael has never 
stated seven-fold geometry was impossible for hu­
mans to make, nor that every formation is "made by 
aliens", as some reports had it, so this appears simply 
to have been an diversional excuse by Wi ll iams. 
For some, then, a d ream has come true - justice has 
been seen to be done. This development brings with 
it pros a nd cons, however. What the long-term effect 
of this wi l l  be rema ins to be seen . Some of the more 
sceptical '80-percent-hoax' resea rchers have loudly 
trumpeted that as a result of this pun ishment and the 
fear it will create, Will iams and other alleged hoaxing 
teams will be deterred and that there will be a 
massive reduction of formations in the fields next 
year. Beyond the fact that plenty believe there 
simply aren't that many man-made patterns in the 

draw their own conclusions 
from the fact that it has 

taken 20 years of research to convict one person of 
maki ng one formation. It is the u ltimate irony that 
where Col in  And rews's famed detectives apparently 
fa i led (or chose not) to na i l  a single case of hoaxing 
strong enough to get to the courts, instead it was 
everyone's favourite 'delusional cultist' Michael Glick­
man, a man who a ppa rently 'bel ieves all crops circles 
are genuine' who set the bal l  roll ing for the first ever 
conviction of a hoaxer. 
The major down side of the court case is that the 
subsequent coverage has given an out-of-proportion 
platform to Wi l l iams and the hoax view in  general, 
which might not otherwise have reached the publ ic, 
simply reinforcing sceptical perceptions. Teletext 
news, for instance, reported words to the effect that 
the man responsi ble for making a l l  the crop circles of 
England had been caught. The doorways which have 
been opened to such ignorance are a big regret. On 
that score, it might have been better just to have left 
japesters such as Will iams to their own devices. 
Will iams hi mself, whose character has recently been 
defended by some of the 80 percenters, now seems 
set to become their champion next year, publ icly 
making formations, this time with permission, to 
prove their case. There presumably must a l ready 
have been some complicity with Williams on the pa rt 
of certa in researchers to cover for the slow appear­
a nce of a formation over three nights for it to have 
gone un noticed for so long, when those same re­
searchers a re usually the first to report daily arriva ls.  
There may be one fi nal twist, however - Wi l l iams and 
his cohort Pa u l  Damon (who has so far evaded h is 
own responsibility for suspected involvement in the 
West Overton formation) a re bailed to appear i n  court 
again, in late December, on non- circle-related 
charges. Depend ing on the nature and outcome of 
these charges, one wonders whether those so quick 
to defend their characters thus far wi l l  be quite so 
keen to be associated with them afterwards . . . AT 
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�U@W �fiu@® Yrcwr lfu:®rk l2®©� 
by Steve Alexander & Karen Douglas 

Book review by ANDY THOMAS 

Steve Alexander and 
Karen Douglas have now 
firmly asserted their partner­
ship as a pillar of the cere­
alogical world, Steve as ex­
pert photographer and Karen 
as philosophical scribe, and 
there seems no reason why 
the latest book in their self­
published range of crop circle 
annuals shouldn't be just the 
second In an enduring suc­
cession to come, as long as 
the phenomenon persists. 

Anyone who enjoyed the first 
of the yearbooks will be 

more than happy to own this next In the series, adhering 
closely as it does to the format established from the 
outset, namely beautiful and very detailed Images of 
some of the most recent season's crop formations with 
straightforward, thoughtful captions, preceded by a curi­
ously Intellectual discussion from Karen. Some may be 
bamboozled by terminology like 'hermetic devices' and 
'the Intelligence of harmony', but it's refreshing to have 
something deeper to explore than a standard overview. 

Explaining the source Is not an Issue for the yearbooks; 
it's the patterns themselves and the effect they have on 
the reader which count, and the glorious photography of 
the 2000 season crop glyphs on show here Is suitably 
breathtaking. Those who've already stocked up on the 
traditional 35mm photos from Steve's conference stalls 
shouldn't think they won't need to own this - many of 
the hitherto unseen Images used In the book were taken 
on a different, much higher resolution format than the 
standard prints and the resulting detail in full page shots 
is stunning. There's also a much greater concentration 
on showing the relationship of the formations with the 
surrounding scenery they Inhabit (this appears to be an 
important intention of the authors, subtitled as the book 
is A Pictorial Tour of Crop Circles and Their Landscapes). 
The wide, dizzying views give the reader the feeling that 
they themselves are actually hanging out of the heli­
copter, with a whole vista below them of which the 
pattern Is just a focal part. 

Those who had misgivings over the narrow catchment of 
last year's yearbook will not be placated here, as once 
again only the very best of Wiltshire and a smattering of 
Hampshire glyphs are included to the exclusion of other 
counties, but a new statement at the back of the book 
mollifies somewhat by explaining the reasoning of the 
authors for this. It is not Intended as a comprehensive 
listing, but a "subjective" record of the "formations that 
have moved and Inspired us this season". 

Despite this, with a foreword by veteran enthusiast John 
Mlchell and a contribution from our own Michael Glick­
man on the 22-fold Woodborough Hill formation (listed, 
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apparently more correctly, as being at Picked Hill), you 
won't find a better, more beautiful selected souvenir of 
the 2000 season anywhere else. AT 

Crop Clrcfc y,r Bqqk 2QQQ by Steve Alexander & Karen Douglas, 
Temporary Temple Press, 2000. 24pp. ISBN 0·9537446·1·2. Prices, 
Inc. p&p: £12.00 UK, £15.00 Europe, £16.00 overseas. Available from: 
27 St Francls Road, Gosport, Hants, P012 2UG. Cheques to S Alexander. 

©?®� ©btrJ]� � � � � 
by Robert J Boerman 

Book review by GEOFF STRAY 

In this book (a new English 
translation of a 1999 Dutch pub­
lication), Robert Boerman, a 
Dutch crop circle researcher, ex­
plains how he found a kabbalistic 
code In several crop formations. 
I found the book so Interesting 
that I started corresponding with 
the author, to discuss the finer 
points of his theory. 

In August 1991, an American 
researcher stamped out a mes­
sage In a field at Alton Barnes, 
Wiltshire. This was a request to the crop circle makers 
to stop hinting with pictures and give us something 
more tangible. It said (in English) "TALK TO US". The 
following week, In an unknown script, a reply appeared 
in a nearby field, and there have been several interpre­
tations of it since, most famously Michael Green's: he 
believes it contains the names of the Egyptian god Ptah 
and the Sumerian god Ea-Enki. However, Boerman says 
that if you simply hold a mirror to the script, it becomes 
a perfectly Intelligible Hebrew sentence which says "a 
new breed of people". When analysed by a friend whose 
speciality is "proto-language" - the original language 
that "all our current languages stem from" - the mirror 
Image revealed that humanity is suffering a loss of 
perception "due to adjustments In our DNA." The 
sequence in reversed order provided more evidence, 
implying that DNA had been Imported into humanity 
from "afar". 

Boerman was amazed, since all the translations showed 
a link to the conclusions of Zecharla Sltchln, whose 
translations of the cuneiform tablets from Sumeria, 
signify that there Is a planet on a huge elliptical orbit 
around our Sun, which returns to the solar system every 
3600 years. Sitchin says this planet - Nibiru - Is 
peopled by a race of beings who genetically engineered 
a cross-breed from their own DNA and that of the 
dominant primate on Earth at the time, to create a race 
of slaves to do the heavy labouring In their mine 
workings. These cross-breed slaves were our ancestors! 

The 'DNA' formation which appeared at Alton Barnes In 
June '96 was analysed by counting the number of 
circles, taking measurements in yards, feet and inches 
(which are very ancient, as John Mlchell has pointed out) 
and converting the numbers to Hebrew by the kabbalis­
tic technique of 'Gematria'. The results seemed to 
confirm the Nibiru connection and Boerman goes on to 
calculate, following some of the leads given by Alan 
Alford In the book Gods of the New Millennium, that 
Nlblru Is due to return to the solar system in 2012, end 
of the Mayan Great Cycle. 

The most fascinating thing for me about this book Is the 
way that Boerman has found the numbers of the Preces­
sion of the Equinoxes cycle constantly turning up In crop 
formations (and it Is now known, thanks to John Major 
Jenkins, that the Mayan Great Cycle was tracking the 
Precession of the Equinoxes), so this links many more 
crop circles to 2012 (I had already investigated several 
such links myself - see my webslte http:/ 1 
www.diagnosis2012.co.uk). 
In Gods of the New Millennium, Alan Alford did expect 
the next precessional age In 2012, though not Nlbiru's 
return, even though he left a few clues; for example, the 
precesslonal number 2160 - the length of a zodiacal age 
- when written in the Sumerian sexagesimal system was 
written as 3-6-0-0, connecting Nibiru to Precession; also 
that Precession Is currently reckoned at 2148 years per 
age ... But Robert Boerman has completed the Nibiru-
2012 connection, and he did it through crop circles! 

I have nit-picked with Robert over a few details and 
printing errors ('Series 9' is missing on page 106), but I 
think he may be on to something. See my webslte for 
more on Nlblru and 2012, including addresses of four 
other sites that also predict Nibiru's return in that year 
(some of these claim to be in contact with the Nibiruans 
already!). Robert's own website is at http:/ /go.to/ 
boerman, where you will also find an interesting article 
about a white crystalline powder found in a Dutch 
formation (no it wasn't in Amsterdam ... ). To avoid 
confusion with the UFO-related 'angel-hair', I suggest 
that cerealogists henceforward refer to this powder as 
'demonic dandruff'... GS 

Crqp Circles Gqds and Thofr Secrets by Robert ]. Boerman, The ptah 
Foundation, 1999. 162pp. Available from: The ptah Foundation, 
Brommen, The Netherlands. ISBN 90·805716-1-X. Enquire for price. 

�rPIPrlW@ 11© iTIHJ� IIDill.��ill. 
by Paul Bura 

Book review by PEGGY BUNT 

Stepping to the Drummer, 
once started, Is difficult to put 
down until the final page Is 
reached. This is a book eagerly 
awaited by all Paul Bura's 
friends. As well as being a 
personal account of his life from 
childhood to the present, it re­
veals the indomitable character, 
boundless enthusiasm and 
many-faceted personality that 
make him so greatly loved. 

Those who have heard him read 
his own poetry will not be sur­

prised to discover his links with radio, TV and voice-over 
work. But there are plenty of other surprises, not simply 
in Paul's own experiences, but in the interests explored 
and shared. Dowsing, the chakra system, earth ener­
gies, crop patterns and channelling are all part of this 
story (as readers of Quest For Contact and those who 
have followed his exploits with Southern Circular Re­
search will know). 

One of the most intriguing revelations (and one with 
which I resonate personally) is the featured channelled 
conversation between Paul's entity 'Joeb' and the Centre 
for Crop Circle Studies president Michael Green. This 
describes the rituals at a henge-site and confirms the 

The nnal countdown 

Intuitive sense (shared by many) of the wholly benevo­
lent nature of the rituals Involved. 
In this book, we see the gradual drawing together of 
those Interested In the crop pattern phenomenon and 
those In the Fountain International network (who work 
to empower and heal earth energies - Ed). In this, Paul 
was, in a way, a catalyst. In his preface he writes: "The 
later chapters of this book are a puffing together of 
these experiences In a new light. A sudden plunging 
head-first into the world of sacred site guardians and 
Telluric energy lines ... A world of medicine wheels and 
chakric energy. A world where dowsing is not just a 
tool, but a gateway to a mystical force, between this 
world and many others." 
This gives you a hint of what is In store. Also, in a 
number of cases, we are given the full story of happen­
ings about which we had hitherto heard only hints, such 
as the 'earth ritual' which took place at Ashurst, West 
Sussex in 1995. 

To quote from Uri Geller, who has written the foreword 
to the book: "This fascinating book comes from a man 
who � has a tale to tell... His life is full of psychic 
and spiritual events that will literally blow your mind." 
Readers may ask: how did Uri Geller get involved? This 
is revealed in a touching anecdote described in the 
Epilogue. No! - I'm not going to share the secret. You 
must buy the book! PS 

StePping to fho Drummer' The Exfraqrdlnarv Tafcs qf a Psychic 
M4D. by Paul Bura, Honeytone Promotions, 2000. 149pp. ISBN, 
0·9527924·2·7. £8.90 plus postage: £1.00 UK, £2.00 overseas. Avail­
able from: 12 Gong/ Rhedyn, Cemaes Bay, Anglesey, LL67 OHY. 
Cheques payable to Paul Bura. 

�U®W �W® ru®rru� �@@D 
by Lucy Prlngle, WCCSG & Llewellyns 

Review by ANDY THOMAS 

The crop circle calendar has become a staple part 
of every cropple's yearly cycle. It's often the final 
summing up of the season just passed, whetting the 
appetite for the next summer to come and providing 
kitchens, bedrooms and lounges with a (hopefully) stun­
ning image each month. It can be where you come to 
know a formation properly, as you begin, over cups of 
tea, lovemaking or whatever to unexpectedly catch 
aspects you hadn't noticed before out of the corner of 
your eye. Slowly, they reveal new features each day. 

As the only time many people will ever read the intro­
ductory words will be a sherry-hazed Christmas teatime 
after present unwrapping, little hard information gets 
gleaned from a calendar, but this isn't really its purpose. 
If the spread of these images is the important part of 
the phenomenon's Intended (?) effect, then calendars 
play their most vital role by stimulating the subcon­
scious mind and, more mundanely but no less impor­
tantly, conversation amongst house visitors, for whom a 
calendar page can often be their first exposure to the 
crop formations. Crop circle calendars exist, beyond 
raising finances, to spark off interest, and they do their 
job well. 

The productions which traditionally appear as standard 
issue each autumn have now settled down into their 
respective predictable niches, which should trouble no­
one, as in "if it ain't broke ... " 

Little fixing is required for our first two annual con-
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tenders, both A4 size. 
First up Is Lucy Pringle's 
Classic Crop Circles 
2001 Calendar, which 
follows the same pat­
tern as last year; a 
general overview pag.e 
followed by selected 
Images of formations 
from the last few years. 

These frames (taken by Lucy and a variety of other 
photographers), as with the previous calendar In this 
range, are complemented by unrelated Images of local 
country houses, ancient stones and other landmarks, 
perhaps designed to widen the appeal out to more 
genteel buyers, not entirely comfortable with all this 
paranormal stuff, but drawn by beauty. As seemingly 
required by law for all crop circle calendars, inspiring 
quotes accompany each page. The date grids are basic 
but happily functional and clear. 
With bold and bright reproduction, this calendar will look 
good across any room. December's somehow seasonal 
Image (the 'basket weave' juxtaposed with snowy trees) 
looks particularly nice. 

Crop Circle Calendar 
2001, the Wiltshire 
Crop Circle Study 
Group's annual produc­
tion, is more of a dedi­
cated croppie's item, 
being this year's only 
calendar to round-up 
the 2000 season. 
Accompanying the main 

images (taken by Francine Blake) are alternative angles, 
close-ups of lay details, pole views and the now tradi­
tional WCCSG camera anomaly shot! There is a sepa­
rate Inner front page gallery of formations which didn't 
make it into the main run, opposite a very brief resume 
of the phenomenon. In contrast to previous WCCSG 
calendars, some of the reproduction errs on the milky or 
grainy side, but once up on the wall, this shouldn't 
trouble too many. The obligatory quotes are superim­
posed at the foot of the small, but attractive date grid. 

Another worthy effort from the WCCSG camp, which 
makes for a good potted record of the latest season. 

Ironically, the calendar likely to receive the most public 
exposure, the American Llewellyns issue, is slightly 
larger than its peers, but also the least-well reproduced, 
Ron Russell's otherwise fine pictures of previous years' 
formations let down by fuzzy printing and muted 
colours. However, this is the one most available from 
high street retailers and will thus at least stimulate 
awareness of the phenomenon to a wider audience 
sitting as it must alongside the flesh-fests of Hot Bun� 
2001 or the fox killer-friendly Middle Class Country 
Villages 2001. Some sort of enlightenment will at least 
wait just a little further along the racks with this. AT 

Classic Crop Cfrcles Cafentfar 2001 (Lucy Prlng/e) available from: 5 
Town Lane, Sheet, Petersfleld, Hants, GU32 2AF. £10.00, plus postage: 
UK £1.50 I Europe £2.00 I Other overseas £3.10. Cheques payable to 
Lucy Prlngle. 

Crop Clrcto Cafentfar 2Q01 (WCCSG) available from: PO Box 939, 
Devlzes, Wilts, SN10 3TA. £8.50, plus postage: UK & Europe £1.501 
Other overseas £3.00. Cheques payable to WCCSG. 

LfeweUvn's Crop Cjrcfe Cafentfar 2QQ1 available through some UK 
high street retailers or from: Uewellyn Publishers, St Paul, MN 55164-
0383, USA, or The Airlift Book Company, 8 .The Arena, Moll/son Avenue, 
Enfield, Middlesex, EN3 7NJ. Enquire for price and payment details. 
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�IT®� �Bu©k� ©IDIIDIIDd®ooo 
by Frank Laumen 

Video review by ANDY THOMAS 

With the chances of a professional 
company making a good unbiased 
crop circle video appearing now to be 
zero, the task has increasingly fallen 
to field researchers to create their own 
visual documentations of the phe­
nomenon and release them to the 
public. Crop Circle Connections Is the 
latest such effort, this time from en­
thusiast Frank Laumen. Unlike videos 
which delight in long discussion and 
interviews with frontline croppies, this is at the opposite 
end of the spectrum, being an almost wordless medita­
tion of lovely Images set to mysterious music. Filmed in 
1998 and 1999 (with a smattering of '97), this is a very 
arty waft through two landscapes; Wiltshire and, re­
freshingly, circle areas of Germany, Frank's home. 

The countryside plays almost as big a part of the visuals 
as the formations, with long, languishing shots of fields, 
clouds and sunsets. Avebury and other stone monu­
ments also appear throughout, weaving in and out of 
circle footage in a now familiar juxtaposition. This could 
be wearing if the camerawork were shoddy, but visually 
this Is a gorgeous video and the atmosphere it sets up is 
persuasive. {The picture Is presented in widescreen, 
though those with widescreen TVs will find date and 
place captions cut off if they attempt to fill their screens, 
as they have rather annoyingly been placed outside the 
main image.) Occasional cryptic quotes and live dia­
logue are cut into the mostly replaced soundtrack, but 
by and large this is a programme for the eyes. 

T�e crop formations themselves are well-represented, 
w1th good shake-free overhead aerial sweeps around 
glyphs some may only be familiar with from still pho­
tographs, here revealed {In no particular date order) as 
three-dimensional structures with changing contours, as 
the aircraft spins dizzyingly around them. There are 
perhaps less ground shots showing centres and lay 
details than one might expect, but it's not really that 
kind of video. If there is a criticism to make, it's that 
there are too many repeated shots of the same forma­
tions, and scenic interludes are sometimes overlong 
while certain crop circle shots aren't held long enough. 

Except for a strange linking thread featuring a croppie 
supping red wine by a roaring fire and thumbing through 
major product placements for the Wooden Books pub­
lishing company, human beings don't play too much of a 
role here. Those In the know will recognise a few 
familiar faces from the European research community 
breezing in and out occasionally, but the landscape and 
the formations are the stars. 

Ultimately, we're left none the wiser as to the nature of 
what we've been looking at and a number of scenes -
dead flies hanging from circle-affected stems, for in­
stance - remain unexplained. Some may consider this 
openness a virtue, however, In what is essentially an 
experiential and very beautiful 50 minutes, unsullied by 
debate or arguments. AT 

Crop Cfrcle Connections by Frank Laumen. 50 mlns. Available from: 
Dahlemerstr. 12, 51377 Leverkusen, Germany. E-mall: 
f./aumen@telelev.net Enquire for price and payment details. 

The previous issue of se, perhaps predictably, drew 
some heated responses from 'individuals whose opinions 
were questioned by Michael Glickman or myself in two 
separate articles. We print two of these responses in full 
below - 'believers� be warned! - they come from the 
camp who believe strongly in a high-percentage of 
man-made formations and you may not like their views 
in this department! Our position at se is simply that we 
await convincing evidence for all this man-made activity 
- not hearsay or percentage assumptions based on the 
very few known man-made formations. Michael makes 
his own response on page 20. 
We also heard from convicted hoaxer Matthew Wi/1/ams 
himself (see article this issue) responding to one of our 
articles. Basically, he believes it is his reputation which 
has been slandered by circle researchers, and not the 
other way around, and that his intentions are nothing 
but wholesome, however hard that may be to believe. 
The reality is that the charges we laid against him in the 
last issue still stand as far as we can see, with particular 
regard to his intentions and deliberate harassment of 
researchers. As Willams has had so much coverage in 
the press recently and Ron Russell's more measured 
response pretty much puts the same case Wll/iams's 
reply does, we have spared you Williams's letter in 
favour of Ron's. Anyone who wants to read Wi/1/ams's 
full reply can obtain a copy on request by sending an 
SAE to the Se editorial address. - Ed. 

RUSSELL HUSTLE 

Why would anyone, In this day and age, decry the need 
for good science In investigative field work? Michael 
Glickman told me he doubted the value of our research 
as science was not needed to understand crop circles: 
only faith, which he says again in his recent article (SC 
92). Shades of the dark ages and persecutions; the 
spectre of a new fundamentalist religion rears up? The 
difficulty with just believing, without doing 'science', Is 
that belief alone can lead us astray, the truth Is lost and 
false truths are invented. We need discernment, critical 
thinking, testing, and measuring in trying to determine 
what's going on. Blind belief leads to false religions and 
is the hallmark of a cult. Why not practice a 'New 
Science' which draws on the pragmatic virtues of Newto­
nian laws, yet Includes consideration of quantum me­
chanics, subtle and spiritual worlds? We need to prac­
tice science and spirit, not one or the other. 

I believe many crop formations are made by human 
beings. It does no good to pretend it Is not this way, 
because it is. In England, where the most aesthetically 
magnificent ones appear, there is overwhelming evi­
dence of human causation of most of them. Images of 
their work are shown all over the world in calendars 
books and TV programmes, some of which Michael 
himself has profited from. Most of the pictures show 
tell-tale construction lines (how do we know what is 
operating here? Do we know that higher forces wouldn't 
use construction lines? - Ed) and visual evidence of 
stomping board patterns (a debatable criterion - Ed). 
Mlchael's rantings that human clrclemakers are crimi­
nals, while ignoring their value and then, worse, having 

them arrested, yet extolling the virtues of the resulting 
geometries, adds tremendously to the problems In our 
community. These misguided efforts won't stop men 
from making circles and there will always be man-made 
events for a variety of reasons. It Is better to come to 
grips with this issue and face reality. It is foolish to 
ignore the obvious for very long. And, after a while, 
further Ignorance may border on criminal, a crime worse 
than trespassing and pushing down crop In a pattern the 
public finds amusing and inspirational. The unlawful 
aspect of human circle making is a civil disobedience, a 
small crime, at worst, for which the results may justify 
the act. Certainly this minor problem can be solved. 

Not all human-made formations are hoaxes and not all 
human circle makers are hoaxers. A hoax is a deception 
and some of the circles are not made for deceptive 
purpose. The fact is, something important and wonder­
ful is going on that is covert by intention and we should 
investigate all of it, including the details and extent of 
human circlemaking before we make unjust conclusions 
and persecute the artists. After all, we haven't cried out 
for persecution of ET or other intelligences who have 
given us the original, covert, core phenomenon. 

Some of the people who make crop formations profess 
spiritual intentions and claim paranormal contact as a 
result of their effort. Because I have worked with 
CSETI's 'contact protocol', we have had discussions of 
their intent, contact efforts and results. This merits 
more investigation on our part, not derision. Have 
humans not answered the original contact in a similar 
language by making symbols In the fields? Have they 
not created spaces In which people can have enchant­
ment and healing experiences? Have they not created 
magical spaces? I think it doesn't matter so much how 
the circles appear because they become SPIRITUAL 
MACHINES. They are important in many ways we have 
not discovered because we've had a chip on our shoul­
der and haven't been looking in the right direction. I 
propose we consider the greater value these humans 
circlemakers add to the land and to society. Think of all 
the good that comes from this magnificent, magical art. 

As for the function of my TREK-520 ES meter, which 
Michael calls into question in his article, we measured 
the electrostatic potential at the man-made Potterne 
formation Immediately after it was made in daylight on 
July 25. It surprised us because it showed a similar 
differential and mimicked other energetic formations we 
had measured In the past two years. By this act of 
research, we made a step forward and determined that 
the ES meter's measurements show us that there is an 
anomalous energy field in many of these crop circles, no 
matter how they came to be made, energy which may 
be, in part, responsible for feelings of enchantment that 
so many people experience in these marvellous places. 
It is not 'sophistry' to change a position based on new 
evidence, it is evolution, and bad science not to. Neither 
Michael Glickman, nor any researcher knows fully what 
is going on and it is counterproductive to attack sincere 
efforts to find the truth. Our electrostatic testing of 
known man-made formations now lead us to believe 
that some kind of measurable energy is sometimes 
created when or after crop is laid down. This energy 
persists for weeks and may have an effect on people. 
We would be nuts not to study this. 

Last summer I had an epiphany while meditating in 
Stonehenge. Of course, Stonehenge is man-made. In 
1993, I had a profound time distortion experience (as 
told in Lucy Pringle's book), in a formation near Avebury 
- the 'Thirteen Moons' - that had construction lines and 
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footprints causal to the circle and I figured it was 
man-made. But I still went into the fifteenth century for 
a short while and loved the experience. Time and again, 
people have had transformatlve and transcendent expe­
riences In these places, some of which have been 
man-made. Well, so what? Is it not the epiphany that 
counts? Cannot man make wonderful things? Let's not 
devalue humans in the crop circle equation; we are 
capable of much greatness and many creative surprises. 

Our use of the meter only measures a small part of the 
whole formation. We are quantifying one aspect of an 
anomalous energy signature which appears to us infor­
mative. Of course, the whole crop circle phenomenon is 
more complex than the bits we are looking at. It 
includes human and non-human causes and effects and 
Is rich with layers of purpose and meaning. I feel 
strongly that this is not diminished by the human 
presence; In fact it is transformed to an even more 
interesting level. We are all part of this amazing 
mystery, no matter what roles we play. The farmers are 
a part, the nearby residents, the visitors and experi­
encers, the researchers, the informed public, the police, 
the human circle makers, and the 'other' intelligences; 
we are ail a part of the magic. It Is a hallmark of human 
wisdom that we strive to reduce negative emotions and 
work within a sharing and harmonious community; 
probably with creative differences, but not with such 
hateful Ideological posturings. This divisive stupidity 
has gone too far. We, in the croppie community need to 
come to grips with reality and lighten up. This way we 
share the magic with everyone. 

Ron Russell, Denver, Colorado, USA 

HEIN CRIME? 
I was dismayed to read Michael Glickman's article in the 
last Issue of se. In the day and age where we are on 
the edge of exciting new discoveries relating to free­
energy devices and quantum telecommunications and 
computing, we have a noted crop formation researcher 
telling us to stop asking questions and be quiet and 
leave all the thinking to him. Sorry, Michael, the crop 
circle phenomenon is for everyone on the planet, not 
just a narrow group of 'researchers' from the crop circle 
industrial complex. And in case you are thinking about 
resurrecting the Inquisition, the Thirty Years War ended 
several centuries ago. 

Mlchael claims, among other things, that I participated 
in the making of a 'hoaxed' formation. This is mostly 
unadulterated nonsense. I have never made a crop 
formation nor have I claimed to; I witnessed the cre­
ation of a human-facilitated formation as a neutral 
observer. There were no drugs used at the formation 
site, nor were any ritualistic ceremonies performed, 
though there were some moving prayers said for healing 
and transformation. 

What Glickman is presenting us with is tabloid-like 
coverage of the phenomenon, not a serious discussion. 
His debunking efforts are one-dimensional, hurtful, and 
misleading: I know he and Se can do better. My 
premise is pretty straightforward: that man-made for­
mations can potentially attract magical effects like balls 
of light, battery failure, and healing. Crop formations, 
regardless of who or what makes them, serve to 
'cymatically enhance' a physical area, the evidence for 
which can be seen in the thousands of people that visit 
them In Wiltshire and elsewhere every summer. 
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Last August, I Intentionally witnessed the creation of a 
human-facilitated formation at night for the purposes of 
scientific research and out of personal curiosity: can it 
be done, how, and what are the effects? My conclusion 
is that it can be done and is done all summer long In the 
Wiltshire region. The idea that "no man could make 
these," as one headline read last summer, Is simply 
false. I will be publishing my report on the event at a 
later time and readers can check www.mountbaldy. 
com/crop/formation.htm for details. 

Controversy is the stuff of progress, but this need not 
involve below-the-belt attacks on people personally. If 
Glickman can't tolerate controversy without resorting to 
slander, maybe he should try another hobby. No one 
ever said paradigm shifting was easy. But like. going to 
the Moon 30-odd years ago, we went not because it was 
easy, but because it was hard. Human-facilitated for­
mations are t'lere to stay and no amount of back­
stabbing, slanderous language, and deceptive reporting 
is going to change that. Nonetheless, we are faced here 
with a real mystery of cosmic proportions and surely we 
can do better than to perpetuate malicious gossip. 
Let's stay focused on the issues and the facts and leave 
groundless speculation and name-calling out of the 
discussion. 

Or Simeon Hein, Mount Baldy Institute for Reso­
nant Viewing, Boulder, Colorado, USA 

COLIN AND THE U.N. 
I had a long e-mail correspondence with Colin Andrews 
regarding my article in the last issue which questioned 
his hoax percentage detection methods and new mag­
netic theory. Basically, Colln was not a happy man, 
though some sort of balance was eventually reached In 
our e-mail exchanges. 

He has declined to respond to the article. 

However, Colin has asked us to correct one issue re­
garding my words "he still insists on stating that he once 
'addressed the United Nations', when in fact he ad­
dressed a UN staff recreational group". In reply to this 
point, Colin writes: 

"I accept that on a couple of occasions a short time after 
my United Nations lecture, I did not make clear to my 
audience the fact that I was talking about delegates, 
staff and officials who belonged to the special select 
(SEAT) group at the United Nations Headquarters in New 
York. The impression might have been therefore gained 
that I was speaking in the General Assembly, next door. 
This was pointed out to me and indeed was heard by my 
best adviser (my wife). Since then (several years ago) I 
have been careful to be more clear." 

We at se are happy to accept the truth of this statement 
- Ed. 

NOT SO OUT OF POCKET 

For all the bluster of farmers, it seems the damage of an 
average crop circle doesn't cost them much - the Daily 
Mail recently revealed that the average crop value for 
wheat Is S.Bp per square metre and that a lOm circle 
thus costs the farmer an extortionate total of ... £2.90. 

Geoff Hinton, Godalming, Surrey 

ABOVE: Stephen Castle Down, Upham, Hampshire, 2 July. Report: Se 91. The semi-rings on the outside are a Hampshire trait, 
seen before in other formations in this area. The swirls are particularly apparent as the crop is oats. Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 
BELOW: East Oakley, Hampshire, 12 June. Report: Se 91. Photo: LUCY PRJNGLE 
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ABOVE: Si/bury Hill, Wiltshire, 24 July. Report: se 92. This appeared within 3.5 hours- in daylight. Photo: LUCY PRINGLE 
BELOW: Golden Ball Hill, Wiltshire, 14 July. Report: Se 92. Does this depict solar flares . . ? Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 
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TOP: Wakerley, Corby, Northamptonshire, 13 June. 

Report: Se 91. Photo: P J BROOKMAN 

ABOVE: Wrotham, Farningham, Kent, 15 May. Re­

port: se 91. Photo: ANDREW KING 

RIGHT: Wexcombe, Wiltshire, 8 June. Report: se 91. 
Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 

BELOW: Lockeridge, Wiltshire, 31 May. Report Se 
91. Photo: STEVE ALEXANDER 

BELOW RIGHT: Bringhurst, Leicestershire, 6 June. 

Report: Se 91. Photo: P J BROOKMAN 

�rn rnOOJ mu� moo� 
28 
GALLERY #3 

Full colour original copies of Steve Alexander and Lucy 
Pringle's photos can be obtained from: 

LUeY: 5 Town Lane, Sheet, Petersfield, Rants, 
GU32 2AF, teVfax 01730 263454 

e-mail: LucyPringle@compuserve.com 

STEVE: 27 St Francis Road, Gosport, Rants, 
P012 2UG, tel/fax 02392 352867 

e-mail: temporarytemples@netscapeonline.co.uk 
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ABOVE LEFT: The auditorium 
at the Glastonbury Symposium. 

LEFT & RIGHT: The CCCS 
conference at Andover: i) Pun­
ters peruse the stalls ii) Punters 
peruse the speakers 

Photos by ANDY THOMAS, except Queen photo by ELT JO HASELHOFF 

The crop circle conferences of 2000 threw 
up delights and surprises, as ever. And 

several intrepid se reporters were there ... 

I vowed last year that I would no longer review the crop circle 
gatherings due to my new involvement in the organisation of 
the Glastonbury Symposium. This year, then, I asked a variety 
of Individuals to give their own personal account of the major 
conferences of the year. This Is what they came up with ... - Ed. 
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Devizes School, 15 & 16th July 

Report by P AMELA RIHAL 

The overnight arrival of five new crop forma­
tions made an auspicious start to the fifth crop 
circle conference of the WCCS G .  
U p  u ntil n o w  the conference h a s  always b e e n  h e l d  
i n  the Coronation Hall a t  Alton Barnes, happi ly 
placed at the centre of crop circle co u ntry, but with 
renovation work bein g  carried out there its so me­
what m usty charm was exchanged this year for the 
thoro u g h l y  modern co m p rehensive school at De­
vizes. T his proved to be a n  excel lent  choice, the 
school being set i n  spacious g ro u n d s  and possess­
ing good facilities w hich general l y  stood up pretty 
wel l  to the large n u m ber who attended . 
Whi lst a good atmosphere is often created where 
like-minded people g et together, the p leasant s u r­
rou ndings at the school u ndou bted l y  he lped the 
vo l u nteer organisers to s how smiling faces so that 
one felt welcome straig htaway o n  arrival . 
Even before this, howeve r, people travel ling from 
Marl boro u g h  to the conference with its chal l enging 
9am start had been 'gifted' by the sig ht of crop 
formations w hich p resen ted themselves o n  fie lds 
and hil lsides seemingly at every tu rn of the road, 
showing up vividly in the g loriou s  morning lig ht. 
This bon u s  set a mood of happy anticipation which 
was not to be diminished as the conference u n ­
rolled, for, apart from two days of b ri l liant summer 
weather, there was a n  eq ually b ri l liant line- u p  of 
speakers .  
S u btitled Experiencing New Consciousness, the 
pu rpose of the even t  was "to expand our knowl­
edge of crop circles and related subjects, to ex­
plore different ways of looking at the world .. . " - as 
well as generally enjoying o u rselves. 
Lectu res, which cou ld be atte nded o n  a n  ad hoc 
basis, were given i n  the large, airy Assem bly Hal l  
opening directly onto lawns where plenty o f  tables 

and chairs provided a n  extension to the dinin g  
room. (Tan talisi n g  coo ki n g  smel l s  so m eti m es 
wafted into the Hal l ,  a n no u ncing tasty organic 
veggie m eals i n  p reparation . )  
A large marq uee housed the now usual crop circle 
merchandise as wel l  as an area devoted to healing 
therapies . U n der a mag nificent cedar tree, 
dowsers had laid out a classical 7-fold labyrinth in 
which, after a weeke nd's  use, the energy was 
fou n d  to have increased co nsiderably and u n d e r­
g ro u nd water to have gathered . 
A happy atmosphere prevailed t h ro u g hout these 
areas and i n  the crop circle exhibition which fea­
tu red a beautiful a ni mated seq ue nce of the 1 999 
Honey Street fo rmation, of special sig nificance to 
Rod Bearcloud, the instigator of the seq uence. 
Notwithstanding the demands of this al most ove r­
fu l l  prog ram me, tim e  had to be made to take 
advantage of a helicopter flight over the area. Fo r 
a first-timer it was a revelation to see, in the space 
of 15 minutes, 11 or 12 fo rmations, looking j ust 
like thei r  p hotos, but now i m p ressively seen i n  the 
context of the Wiltshire lan d scape, adding another 
dimensio n to one's u nderstandi n g .  
I n  opening t h e  conference, Fra ncine Slake, co­
ordinator of the WCCSC, u rged us not to look for 
perfection in the ru n ning of the event, which was 
bei ng staffed by vol u nteers from the g ro u p, but to 
s how tol e rance.  In h e r  rol e  of M C, Franci n e  
pep pered t h e  spaces between speakers with per­
ceptive co mments, aiding in s u m mi ng - u p  and co n ­
densing one's own tho u g h ts .  
No fewer t h a n  fou r  of the 1 2  speakers were highly 
respected reg ular contributors wel l  known to read­
ers of se. O u r  own 

·
Andy Thomas was billed to 

open proceedings o n  the Satu rday. This was a 
nice touch as it demo nstrated the amicable lin ks 
between SCR and WCCSG and got the conference 
off to a characteristica l l y  s pirited and thoug ht­
provo kin g  start, inviti n g  u s  as it did to po nder the 
known effects of the Sun o n  h u ma n  evo l u tio n .  
Two common t h reads ran t h rou g h  and lin ked t h e  
tal ks. One dealt with the many healing q ualities of 
the crop formations, the other, as i n  Andy's case, 
made us look more widely at the world and o u r­
selves, consid ering how we are, or can be, con ­
trolled by misinformation (including, su rprising ly, 
the use of the G regorian cal endar) . Awareness of 
our m u lti-dimensional natu re was also i llustrated 
g raphica l l y  by T h rity Engineer (yes, that is her real 
name- Ed) and her science of 'Bio l u manetics'. 
Interesting and new were so me of the thoug hts on 
the healing qualities of crop circles, Dr Nan Lu, for 
instance, finding potential in some circles for spe­
cific conditions of mind, body and spirit. Others 
expou nded on their sym bo lism, their l inks with 
sacred g eometry and their role as providers of 
essences for the healing of chakras and p laces 
work pioneered by Chet S now and And reas Korte.

' 

What came t h ro u g h  repeatedly and strongly was 
that crop circles are teachers and offe rers of u n ­
conditional love, if o n l y  w e  would see. Undou bt-
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edly it was this last aspect w h i ch made the organ ­
isers choose t o  hold the closi n g  cere mony I n  a 
circle depleting a h ea rt, with its clear message, 
altho u g h  it was strongly suspected to have been 
man- made (see last issue), sited next to the ' g rid ' 
formation at East Kennett. The heart had been 
u sed the evening before for a weddin g .  
Carefu l ly choreog raphed by Rod, F ra nci n e  a n d  
Ral p h  J e n kins, and s u p ported by m u sicians (who 
had also given a concert on Satu rday), the partici­
pants fi l led the formatio n .  Fo rming th ree circles 
they danced to ' S halom' and their toning echoed 
across the val ley to the Lon g  Barrow in a cere mony 
of tha n ks to the conscio us ness respo n sib le  for the 
phenomenon, thus joyfu l l y  closin g  a n  exce l lent 
weekend . 
There had been m u rm u rs of disapproval over the 
choice of a probable man - made circle with its hard 
edges and u n refined lay, but as Francine says "if 
we go with the flow, even i m perfection can be o u r  
teacher.  W e  l ea rn " .  PR 
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Assembly Rooms, Glaston bury, 28-30th July 

Report by BARBARA WAD DELL 

Early on the morning of 28 July, I was ap­
proached i n  G lasto n b u ry Hig h  Street by a visitor 
from Austra l ia - because, as the wearer of a 
croppie T-shirt, I mig ht be able  to te l l  her the 
startin g  time of the Symposi u m, which she was as 
u sual including i n  a E u ropean tou r. (As 100 people 
had to be tu rned away, I was g lad to learn that she 
was one of the l ucky· 200 or so and that her ticket 
was waiting for her to col lect . )  " W here else, " she 
said, " ca n  one fin d  speakers of such calibre o n  
s u c h  a wide range of s u bj ects?" 

Where i ndeed? Fo r the l Oth an niversary - organ ­
ised and eo-hosted by S hei la Mart i n, Andy Thomas 
and Karen Doug las i n  the a bsence of fou nder 
Roland Pargeter i n  I ndia - was a h u m dinger.  It  
l ived u p  to its fu l l  title of Investigating Crop Circles 
& Signs of Our Times. Not o nly were there a wide 
range of improved faci lities this year, with air­
cooling u nits, cushion s  and more short breaks 
between speakers, but the wide range of s u bjects 
were b rought tog ether u nder a theme i n  a way I 
have not previously experienced there, and this 
was my fifth tim e .  

M i nd you, Andy h a s  b e e n  gently reminding u s  for 
some years that we create o u r  own reality, so my 
experience of the l Ot h  Symposi u m  is, of cou rse, 
u niquely min e .  And it is o n l y  from that viewpoint 
that I can tel l  you a bout it, thou g h  I think it wi l l  
have been a watershed i n  more lives than just 
m i ne, for we were given a real reason for finding 
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sig nificance in the year 2000.  
The u nderlying theme was " What are we to be­
lieve?" O n  the Friday, participants have to choose 
between presentatio ns in the Assem b l y  Rooms and 
a g u ided coach trip to visit the latest neig h bo u ri n g  
formations that t h e y  confidently bel ieve wi l l  have 
materialised . 

The experience of bein g  In a formation was, as 
u sual for me, frustrating - because I j ust don't get 
any vibes. I know that the circles are giving u s  
I n formation, but I b lock myself from getting t h e  
messag e.  T h i s  year, however, I received s u p port 
from my B&B landlady. She t h i n ks the reason she 
often does n't get vi bes is that you don ' t  feel 
anything out of the ordinary when you r  energy is 
in tune with the energy of the circl e :  it should feel 
o rdinary. Very comforti n g .  

The opening presentation o n  t h e  Saturday was, as 
ever, a challenge to o u r  remaining s hibboleths by 
Andy Tho mas, who - while he tal ked about con ­
spiracy theory - d i d n 't l et u s  fo rget Victor Bo rg e's 
maxim "Laughter is the shortest distance between 
two people . "  

Andy wondered whom w e  mig ht trust. W h e n  the 
fig u re of HM the Queen came on stage, resplen­
dent i n  pin k  and wavi ng g raciously, he snatched 
away her mask ( made from a delig htfu l smi l i ng 
portrait) and revealed a rapacious lizard 's head . 
After assistants had eased the stru g g ling fig u re 
from the platfo rm, he wo ndered ; if the Royal 
Famil y  really were co nspiratorial ET lizards (as 
som e  wou ld have u s  believe), why did they let 
themselves be ridicu led? 

How, he asked, do we te l l  who the conspirators 
are? W hat do we believe? 

To s u pply more of his LVAs ( living visual aids), he 
cal led fo r "vo l u nteers" - assu ring them that this 
year they wouldn't  be req uired to take their clothes 
off - to stand i n  an identity parade, while he 
considered whether we cou l d  trust any of them 
from their appearance. The last i n  l ine, wearing 
dark g lasses and a badg e  d eclaring al leg iance to 
an u ndercover g ro u p, he dismissed l i ke the others : 
we do nothing about conspiracies even if we have 
explicit evidence they are there .  

How do we k now that t h e  crop circle patterns are 
not affecti ng our minds? The more we speak a bout 
con spiracy, the more we are caving i n  to negativity 
and fear. This plays i n to the hands of w hat 
con spirators there are. We are giving up o u r  
responsibility t o  decide w hat we believe and act o n  
that belief. 

Is it not reasonable to believe that conspirators a re 
h u man beings? Living o u r  lives with love and 
good n ess can only create love and good ness. How 
we live o u r  lives is goin g  to be the decidin g  factor 
i n  combating con spiracy. " By thei r  fruits ye s ha l l  
k now them . "  

Wel l, t h e  fruits o f  Michael G lickma n 's thinking 
convinci n g l y  rebutted the s pitefu l claims of so me 
that, because of his I l l ness (a form of MS?), he Is  

losin g  his min d .  He demonstrated with s l ides how, 
year by year, he has been able to predict sq uare 
formations, then 7-fold geometry, then 1 1 - fo l d .  

Michael a lso showed us some fi l m  t hat Patricia 
M u rray had taken In 1999 : t his gave us clear 
evidence of l u minosities over a formation, leaving 
trails as they sped off in variou s  d i rectio ns.  Be­
cause of the appa l ling treatment meted out to the 
notoriou s  O liver's Castle cl i p, he declared this was 
the only time this bit of fi l m  wou l d  be s hown - but 
he softened his heart later o n  after protests and 
said it wou l d  be made availabl e .  

O n  the s u bj ect o f  l u m i nosities, Linda Mou l ton Howe 
gave a splen did exposition, i l l u strated by many 
slides, of how some are seen by the naked eye, 
while others appear only on fi l m, and the beams of 
some actual l y  cu rve as they move a ro u n d . As 
99% of the u niverse is plasma, are they g lowin g  
p lasma? 
Retarded and accelerated g rowth a re both fou nd i n  
sam p l e  plants from formations.  W here so me of 
the crop i n  a field is shorter than the rest, this wi ll 
be due to w hat happened before the seed was 
sow n .  She d rew attention to sta l ks twisted near 
the seed -head i n  a manner never seen before the 
formation they came fro m .  

S h e  closed this analytical s u rvey with a fo n d  
memory of how, when o n  a mou ntain holiday i n  
h e r  teens, s h e  saw a beam o f  lig ht that cou l d  not 
be explained by norma l m ea ns, a n d  as she 
stretched out her  hands to touch it, all the flowers 
aro u n d  began to pulsate slowly and she was to l d  
"You a re one with the lig ht" . E v e r  since, she has 
had this desire to touch the lig ht.  

L u m i nosities also came u p  briefly i n  one of E ltjo 
Hasel hoff's slides, with w hich h e  illustrated a mas­
terly overview of his scientific work with Dutch 
crop circles - from which p latform he q uietly and 
u nanswerably cha l le nged sceptic o rthodoxy. 

The tedi u m  of selecti ng vast n u m bers of samples 
for scientific testin g  - by himself and by Dr Leven ­
good i n  t h e  States - i s  more than rewarded b y  the 
discoveries. One example was h i s  realization that 
an early D utch formation of dece ptivel y  sim p l e  
appearance - one large and one smal l  circle p l u s  a 
ri ng and a sma l l  circle embraced by two rings -
was the o n l y  possib le  geometric arrangement that 
cou l d  g ive rise to a particu lar set of tangents, the 
odds against chance occu rrence bein g  1 3 6 b n : 1 .  

Scientific study has given rise to scientism, j u st as 
the awe of the n u minous gave rise to dogmatic 
religions.  But,  as the above examp les clearly 
show, this does not mean that we have lost our 
capacity either for scientific rigou r  o r  for o u r  love 
of beauty. We are approaching a shift in h u man 
consciousness w hich enables u s  to take a much 
wider view of the m u l tiverse, while at the same 
time s harpening our app reciation of the . d etail i n  
the here and n o w .  T h i s  is because we a r e  learnin g  
t o  make proper co n nections between the whole 
and the part - so m ething the crop circles help u s  

to do, a s  Karen Dou g las had pointed out in her  
Friday evening exploration of the fo rmations in  
relation to cymatics. She s howed u s  a video of the 
d ramatic effect i n  space and time of changing the 
vib ration and frequency a p p lied to powder o n  a 
s heet of paper:  behold, patterns of beauty q uite 
like some we see in crop circles!  She did n 't, of 
course, i m ply that this " how" explained the "why" 
of these tem porary tem p l es (as she has c h ristened 
the m ) .  
Crop circles offer u s  t h e  oppo rtu nity t o  look even­
handedly at science and re l igion, accepting that, 
even if both have m u ch to a nswer for, we have 
also benefitted from them bot h .  

Michael G reen ( CCCS President) tol d  u s  how t h e  
message he gets from the circles relates back to 
early religious symbols, a n d  Marcus A l i e n  ( U K  
editor o f  Nexus) took u s  o n  a different jou rney i n to 
the past, asking again why scientists ignore the 
evidence that h u mans have been o n  the p lanet far 
longer than is allowed by the cu rrent paradig m .  

Marcus i l l u strated his belief that incom petence i s  
t h e  explanation o f  most a p parent 'conspiracies' . 
Why, for instance, did Napoleon invade Ru ssia i n  
winter? France was o n  her knees because her 
ports were al l  blockad ed ; a daring last gamble to 
in capacitate the British navy was to cut off t hei r 
supply of hem p (for ropes and sai ls), w hich t hey 
got from Russia. But, now we no lo nger need 
h e m p  for that p u rpose, we forbid its conti n u ed 
prod u ction as can nabis (once a pop u lar medici n e )  
out of fear of abuse - e v e n  thoug h, g rown i n  
sufficient q uantity, i t  cou l d  hel p reverse g lobal 
warmin g .  

Mary Hykel H u nt took u s  o n  a jou rney looking at 
labyrinths, reminding u s  that - u n li ke mazes, i n  
w hich you can lose you rself - they lead you i n  one 
direction whereby you can fin d  you rself. 

To he lp  us find o u rselves by recog nising symptoms 
of the dim ensional s hift i n  our consciousness with­
out fear, that ' me ntal and spiritual adventu rer' 
Stanley M essenger s hared so me of his early expe­
rience i n  this co n nectio n .  It now often p resents 
itself as a transparent cel l u lar g rid between him 
and the people he is tal king to . 

This last item reminded me of the visual dist u r­
bance that can accompany the onset of mig raine -
which can be distressing, b u t  which the chan nel led 
entity Seth 1 i ndicated back i n  the 70s cou l d  j ust be 
a resistance to a n  altered state of consciousness . 
Stanley is clearly overcoming the resistance, as he 
has moved from his position a few years ago that 
we were not ready for w hat the circles have to tel l  
u s .  He talked about o u r  emergence from a belief 
in d uality to a third way .  For Stanley, the d uality 
is m u ch more realistically between being and do­
ing : the third point of the triangle is becomi ng . 
The shift in conscious ness is enabling us to b e­
come more ourselves, w hich, for me, is the point of 
existence . 

And now let me come to w hat was for me the hig h 
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spot of the weekend, where· we, were tol d  about 
u pcom i ng changes that wil l  faci l itate our becom­
ing.  D r  Steven G reer ( Founder and International 
D irector of CSETI, the U S  Com m ittee for the Study 
of Extraterrestrial I ntel l i gence )  told u s  that he was 
the first person to have to b rief US c h i efs of staff 
with "the truth", because President Cl i n ton wanted 
to k now what it was (even the President doesn ' t, of 
course, have the h ig hest level of security c lea r­
ance ! )  and then make it p u b l i c :  th is  wil l  apparently 
happen before Jan 2 0 0 1  ( not showing much 
chance of happening, I'm afraid - Ed) . 

When we k now "the truth ", we w i l l  see that i t  
i m pacts every area of h u man l ife - nothing, but 
nothing, will remain untouched. 

Essential ly, accord i ng to G reer, the truth is that we 
are not alone and we have (s i nce the end of WW2) 
long had the tech nology, fo r i nstance, to avoid the 
u se of non-renewable sources of energ y .  We w i l l  
also be a b l e  t o  acknowledge a n d  u s e  o u r  capacity 
for non- local co m m u n ication. To me, that means 
telepathy, clai rvoyance, and 'non- local bei ng' - as 
I u nderstand it, the term in q uantu m p hysics for 
the fact that particles shot apart at more than the 
speed of l ig h t  i nexpl icably sti ll  remai n  i n  co m m u n i ­
cation, tho u g h  not p hysical ly  local t o  o n e  a nother. 
Th is  ties i n  with 'the lOOth mon key syn d rom e'. A 
particle (as Seth puts ie ) can be everywh e re at 
o nce . The Internet, to my m i nd, is a metaphor for 
th is  non- local com m u nicatio n .  And s u rveillance 
over that vast area, said Steven Greer, is j ust not 
on, as Marcus had earl ier  i m p l ied . 

T h i n k  back to what Andy said about the deci d i n g  
factor b e i n g  how we l i ve o u r  l i ves. I s  t h e  revela­
tion of the truth going to be that it rea l l y  is  love 
that makes the wo rld go rou n d ?  After the Roswel l  
i ncide nt, many bel i eve the Americans gave u s, by 
' reverse e n g i n eering', today's tech nolog ies of fi bre 
o ptics, etc, but what we got was s u re ly only a t iny 
frag ment - because they were operat ing o n  i nfer­
ence in a c l i mate of fear that ruled out the thought 
of possible co m m u n ication with the bei ngs who 
p i loted the spacecraft that crashed . 2 And those 
w ho have p u b l ished cha n n e l led com m u n i catio n 
with the ET crew3 were not in a pos ition to work o n  
tech nolog ica l  deta i l  i n  their  conversations. Per­
haps the revelation is goi ng to be as m u ch a bout 
trust as about tech nology. 

Seth tal ks of "an experiment that has never b een 
tried", i nvo lv ing a be l ief "that all existence is 
b lessed and that evil does not exist in it" . S u ch a n  
experi ment "would transform our world. . .  I n  the 
21st century, the inner nature of man . . .  will free 
itself from many constraints that have b ound it. A 
new era will indeed begin - not a heaven on earth, 
but a far more sane and just world in which man is 
far more aware of his relationship with his planet 
and his freedom within time" . 4 
In the closi ng tal k  before the bizarre events of the 
S u nday n i g ht special speaker (see separate article 
below), John M ichel l - who has been with the 
crop-circle movement from the start - gave it as 
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h i s  o p 1 n 1on that the problem is confusion rather 
than conspi racy. He e m p hasised the I m portance of 
harmony and remarked with h i s  customary ge ntle­
ness that Dou g  and Dave d i d n 't h u rt anyone : the 
phenomenon i tself is in charg e .  

And i n deed, when S he i la Marti n (who d id a won ­
derfu l j o b  with t h e  ad m i n )  c u t  u p  t h e  special l Oth 

a n n iversary cake i n to l i ttle squares for as many as 
possible of us to have a p iece, I cou l d n 't h e l p  
t h i n ki n g  i t  was i nspi red by t h e  ' g r i d '  fo rmation at 
East Ken n ett on 2 J u l y  th is  year. 

Shei la, Andy and Karen had, in short, opened the 
way for us to fol low a l l  sorts of co nnections after 
t h i s  m i n d - blowi n g  event. B W  

1 Seth, who was channelled for some 2 0  years b y  Jane Roberts, 
dictated several complete books, see especially Seth Speaks 
and The Individual & the Nature of Mass Events (Amber 
Alien/New World Library). 
2See The Day After Roswe/1, by Col Philip J Corso, Ret (Simon 
& Schuster) 

· 

3See The Message from Roswe/1, by Rene Coudris (Gateway), 
in which the ET crew say that "UFOs from nearby universes are 
responsible for the crop circles." 
4l n  the fourth workshop In  our series, Living with Seth, Harry 
Johnson, Mi ll (whom Harry channels) and I Rlan to explore this 
Idea - and encourage a mindset to bring about changes that 
Mil l  predicts wi l l  have made our world a l most unrecognisably 
better for his first physical incarnation in S Canada in about 20 
years' time. 

Check out www.isfeofavafon.co.uk/symposium.htmf for more! 

The fi nal  presentation of the Glastonbury 
Symposium was, shal l  we say, different .. .  

Report by JASON PORTHOUSE 

Every so often, something happens that jars 
us out of o u r  comfort zo ne.  Som eth i ng so totally 
out of character with o u r  s u rro u n d i ngs, o u r  defi ned 
paramete rs, that we fi nd it hard to deal with . We 
s ho u ld be used to t h i s  by now - let's face it, the 
fact you ' re read i n g  t h i s  magaz i n e  means that 
you ' re not u n comfo rtable with the extraord i na ry. I 
wou ld, however, wager that very few people ex­
pected, o r  were prepared for, the u n usual events 
that transpired d u ri n g  the last three hou rs of the 
2000 G lasto n b u ry Sympos i u m. Stuart W ilde (the 
'Wi lde man' as so me have d u b bed him) was due to 
s peak on the co n nection between crop c ircles and 
q uantum p hysics. What the aud ience got - wel l, 
let's j ust say i t  was q u i te d i ffe rent.  
Fo r those of you who weren't there, I'll preci s  the 
events of the even i n g .  Stuart turns u p  late, 
a p parently the worse fo r wear ( giving 'blessings' to 
unsuspecting punters outside the hall which in­
volved administering a sharp b low to the stomach 
followed by smothering caresses from Stuart's lady 
groupies) , having j ust spent a good amo u n t  of 
t ime in the George and Pilgrim. He ambles on 
stage after Andy's u nd erstandably pensive i ntro­
d uction, and pro m ptly wa nders to the back of the 

hal l  to d ish out I n s u l ts to the staff of the Assem bly 
Rooms.  There then fo l lows two ho u rs of stream­
of-co n sciousness ra m b l i n gs, p u n ctuated with  
'moments of b l iss'  ( Stuart stares at  the ceil i n g  fo r 
two m i n utes), i ns ig hts i nto mem bers of the a u d i ­
ence ("You s i r - yes, y o u  - you ' re a f* * * l n g  retard, 
and I love ya" ), n u merous other expletives, cop i ­
o u s  consum ption of fags and booze, and a se m i ­
erotic floorshow cou rtesy of the seem i ngly obl iv i­
ous female mem bers of h is ento u rage sat at h is 
feet. Interspersed t h ro u g hout was h is tel l i ng of 
the Parsifal myth. As the eve n i n g  progressed the 
mood darkened, as i t  became a p pa rent that Stuart 
was going tho u g h  so me k i n d  of deeply personal 
catharsis.  He ripped in to the New Age movement, 
raged at the appa rent stu p i d i ty of those he has 
sou g h t  to he lp  over the years and genera l l y  let fly 
at all and s u n d ry. Eventual l y  h e  was b ro u g h t  to an 
abru pt halt due to a perfectly t i med I nterve ntion 
from Andy, who stopped the proceedi ngs with no 
bloods hed (at one po i n t  i t  seem ed l i ke a d isti nct 
possi b i l ity), leav i n g  Stuart stood at the s ide of the 
stage, a sad fi g u re alone and com p l etely

. 
deflate� . 

For the rest of the eve n i n g  (as he contmued w1th 
h i s  story for those wi ll ing to l isten - and there 
were some - back i n  the George and Pilgrim) and 
well i n to the next day, the town was b uzz i n g  with 
d iscussion a bout the eve n i n g 's events. Everybody 
had their  own o p i n io n  as to what happened - some 
tho u g ht it a powerfu l l esson from a tr ickster 
shaman, others the crazed ram bl ings of a sad 
alco hol ic .  W hatever the case, there had been an 
oppressive, dark energy in the Assembly Rooms 
thro u g hout the tal k  - a fee l i n g  t hat was shared by 
many I spoke to the fol lowi ng day. For a cou ple of 
hou rs the usual hap py, trust i n g  atmosphere was 
Invaded by so met h i ng negative, chaoti c  and j u st a 
l ittle scary. Th is  may wel l  have been acceptable i n  
a wo rkshop situation ( Stuart had been host i n g  a 
week-long gatheri n g  I m med iately before the G las­
ton b u ry tal k), wh ere consent i s  g iven by those 
I nvolved and deep i ssues can be worked o n  safely.  
S p ru n g  o n  a n  u n s u spect i n g  a u d i e nce a l ready 
opened up by the crystal bow l  med i tation w h i ch 
preceded Stuart, I fel t  it was l ittle more than a 
psyc h i c  mugg i n g .  Maybe, tho u g h, on so me deep 
level, it  was j ust w hat we collectively needed - an 
example of the U n iverse prov i d i n g  u s  with experi­
ences we can u se in order to g row. 
For ten years, the Glasto n b u ry Symposi u m  has 
been a little oasi s  of l ig ht in a world that can be 
pretty dark. Friends meet and talk of mystery and 
wonder.  The atmos phere i s  one of shared joy. O n  
the tenth a n n iversary, i nstead of the eu p horic 
closi ng we a l l  expected, we were s hocked out of 
o u r  comfort zo nes. I t h i n k  that t h i s  kind of 
rarefied atmosphere ( both the co n fe re n ce and 
G lasto n b u ry i tself) can so meti m es lead u s  to co m­
placency. We forg et that we a re often dea l i ng with 
powerfu l energ ies.  We leave o u r  d i scern ment at 
the doo r, because noth i n g  bad or u ncomfortable 
can happen when everyone i s  i nto someth i ng so 

good, r ig ht? W rong. Stuart's talk, performan ce, 
cal l  it what you wi ll, re m i n ded us a l l  that we need 
to be s p i ritua l l y  streetwise. It h ig h l i g hted the 
responsi b i l i ty that goes with work i n g  with energ ies 
that we often do not fu lly u nderstand, and cer­
tai n ly can not always control . It s howed u s  that 
negativity may be fo u nd in the most u nexpected 
places, and that those we hold up as g u ides to 
l i g ht the way are not i m mu ne to i ts i nfl ue nce. 

_ 
This  may sou n d  l i ke the end of the otherw1se 
rad iant tenth G lasto n b u ry Sympos i u m  was a d i sas­
ter. I t h i n k  not. W h i l st many were shocked and 
felt  that Stuart's behaviour  was u n professional in  
the extreme, I th ink that it was a fu ndamental 
tu rn i ng poi nt I n  the evol ution of the Sympos i u m .  
I t  was a bapti sm o f  fire for t h e  n e w  organisers of 
the event, and a pea u nder the mattress of N ew 
Age comfort for those atte nd i n g .  At t i mes fu n ny, 
d i stu rb i ng, i ns u l ti ng, e m barrassi ng and e n l ig hten­
i n g, Stuart's 'tal k' may have hera l ded l ittle i nfo r­
mation a bout the ci rcles, but I t h i n k  that those 
prese nt may well have learnt a lot about the man, 
a nd, more i m portantly, themselves on that n i g ht .  
JP 
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Cricklade Theatre, Andover, 1 1- 1 3  Aug ust 

Report by MICHAEL LEWIS 

With some crop circle conferences resembling 
New Age jam borees rather than p rovid i ng a bal ­
anced I n s i g h t  i nto w hat i s  a rg ua bly the most 
excit ing phenomenon of our t imes, the M i llen n i u m  
Conference o f  t h e  Centre for Crop C i rcle Stud ies 
( CCCS) held at Andover affo rded a val uable o p por­
tu n ity to catch up with the latest "state of the a rt" . 
The id eal surro u n d i n g s  of the Cricklade Theatre 
with its modern faci l it ies contri buted to the v i b rant 
atmosphere, w h ich was en hanced by a wide vari­
ety of stalls and p hotogra p h i c  d isplays . On offer 
were p hotographs of a fox in a crop formation, 
d raw i n g s  of the latest fo rmations, a musical i nter­
pretation of crop fo rmations on C D, as well as an 
excellent range of photos, books and T-sh i rts. 
The start of the conference on Friday eve n i ng was 
memorable for a weig hty p resentation by the Pres­
ident, M ichael G reen, w ho d rew atte ntion to the 
real m ea n i ng and s i g n i fi cance of cro p  c i rcles. 
M i chael i s  a well respected fig u re who s peaks w i th 
authority and carries co nviction, u nl i ke many N ew 
Age g u ru s  who g ive the i m p ression of promot i n g  a 
rel ig ious crusade. 
Saturday p rovided a veritab le co rnucop ia, with a 
variety of s peakers. Peter So ren sen s howed h is 
stu n n i n g  video pict u res of the latest formatio n s, 
and I for one hope he makes these available at the 
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end of the season .  The h i g h l i g h t  of the day, 
however, was the a ppea ra n ce of Co l i n  And rews 
who expoun ded h is latest theory on how cro p 
circles a re made.  This was not wel l received (to 
say the least - see article last issue), si nce it meant 
writ ing off most of the co m p lex form ations as 
hoaxes. However, I bel ieve that Co l i n ' s  theory is a 
bold a n d  ti mely atte m pt at the reh a b i l itat ion of 
crop ci rcles with the sci e n tific com m u n i ty .  By 
p ropos i n g  a scientific  expla nation for crop ci rcles, 
the concept m i g ht beco me accepta ble a g a i n  to the 
genera l  p u b l i c  and the med i a .  I nstead of meet ing 
with a closed doo r, we m i g ht j u st p ri se it open a 
l itt le .  Of cou rse so me of us a re aware that there i s  
whole lot m ore to the phenomenon than j u st 
changes in mag netic fi e lds,  but we shou ld  e ncour­
age a n y  atte m pt to br ing crop c i rcles m o re i nto the 
p u b l i c  eye. Th i s  i s  pa rticu l a rly i m po rta nt at the 
prese nt t ime as we were to l d  that TV docu men­
taries a re i n  the m a k i n g  w h ich p u rport to s how 
how complex formations a re made (I s h a l l  bel ieve 
it when I see it) . In th is  context Co l i n ' s  new theory 
ca n be seen as a pre-em ptive d a mage l i m itation 
exercise. As a l ways in this su bject, we need to 
read between the l i nes!  
S u nday saw a n other good m i x  of spea kers, a l ­
though some o f  t h e  a u d ience were by t h i s  t ime 
sufferi ng the com b i ned effects of l ate n i g h t  U FO 
spott ing and too m u ch red w i ne i n  the White Hart! 
As one who had expe rienced i l l  effects i n  the first 
' m o i re'  formation shortly after i t  a p pea red, I paid 
close attention when one lectu rer sh owed u s  how 
to overcome such p robl ems, o n l y  to rea l ise that I 
had a l ready taken the reco m m ended act ion by 
p u re i ntuit ion ! !  The cu l m i nat ion of the conference 
ca me with the clos i n g  add ress by the new C h a i r­
m a n  of the CCCS, Ca rol Cochra ne.  Ca rol spoke 
with s i n cerity and enthusiasm, and i ntrig ued the 
a u d i en ce with her a l l us ion to the fem i n i n e  spi ri tua l 
i nfl ue nces at work i n  crop ci rcles, an aspect wh ich 
I bel i eve is a n  i m porta nt c lue to o u r  sp i r itual  
devel opment.  I co nsider th is  is a turn i ng point  for 
the CCCS and that an exci t ing fut u re is in store . 
The CCCS a re to be cong ratu l ated for a g ro u n d  
brea k i n g ,  i nfo rmative confere n ce i n  a co ngen i a l  
atmosphere w h ich w a s  a j oy to attend . It was 
i ndeed a fi tt ing tri bute that the fi n a l  day of the 
conference saw the a rri va l of the seco nd m o i re 
fo rmation at Wood boro u g h  H i l l .  ML 
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Marlborough Col lege, 6th August 

Report by TANIA WOODWARD 

Most people would a g ree that camping at The 
Barge is enough of a stra nge experie nce i n  itself, 
but for those of us w h o  wanted more,  S u nday 6th 
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Aug ust saw the seco nd a n n u a l  U n usual  Experi­
en ces Conference at the site of ' M e rl i n 's M o u n d '  In 
M a rl boro u g h  Co l lege. 
The day event was a n  i n terest i n g  m ix of the 
fa mous, i nfa mous and the not so fa mous al l  shar­
i ng thei r own u n usual  experi ences i n  brief 20 
m i n ute slots. 
Life-ch a n g i n g  Near Death experiences, experiences 
with U FO contact, g hostly phenomena and stra nge 
sy nchro n i cit ies were tol d  to a n  a u d ience of a rou nd 
200.  Karen Doug las, Lucy Pri ng l e ,  N a ncy Ta l bot 
and J o h n  Sayer were j ust a few of the spea kers 
who sha red the ir  ta l es of synchro n icit ies and the 
cro p c ircles. 
Ch ris Everard showed a mazing ba l l s  of l ig h t  v ideo 
footage, Peter Sorensen spoke of h is experie n ces 
of "spot l ig hts" in the fie lds and J a net Osseba a rd 
to ld of stra nge h a p pe n i ngs d u ri ng a n i g h t  watch i n  
Germ a ny. 
Oake sha red with us his u n usual  jou rney thro u g h  
l ife, fo l lowi ng h i s  t r u e  spi rit and Keith Stevenson 
gave a h u morous, but emotional  acco u nt of h i s  
g hostly experi ence .  
Ru ben U ri a rte gave a n  u pdate o n  t h e  Mexico U FO 
scene,  Fred dy S i lva spo ke a bout dows i n g  a n d  
geo metry with t h e  crop ci rc les a n d  D r  Jon S her­
wood gave a n  acco u n t  of a very stra nge experience 
i n  the Egyptia n  Pyra m id s .  
W h i l st it  i s  i m poss i b l e  to m e n t i o n  a l l  t h e  spea kers, 
what was clear was that they were all spea k i n g  
from the hea rt and shar ing the i r  truths w i t h  u s ,  
which I for one felt very pri v i l eged to hear.  
Even ' Doug and Dave' made a s i n g i ng and d a nc ing 
s pec i a l  g uest a ppea ra n ce i n  the shape of even t  
org a n isers T o m  and Kerry Blower! 
Fi n a l ly, in true synchron i st ic  style,  as Robert Bau­
val  beg a n  to speak a bout the synchro n i city that led 
him to d i scover the O rion/Giza l i n k ,  a bat swooped 
down over the sta ge and p roceed ed to fly a ro u n d  
t h e  aud itori u m .  I t h o u g h t  I 'd  l o o k  u p  t h e  s ign ifi ­
ca nce o f  this a n d  fou nd t h e  fol l ow i n g : "In many 
cultures, the b at embodied the powers of darkness 
and chaos. Buddhists saw it as a mark of the 
ignorant, distracted mind, b ut to the Chinese it 
represented long life and happiness". Perhaps t h i s  
w a s  a t r u e  representation of the ra nge and depth 
of v iews a n d  fee l i n gs that su rro u n d  these u n usual  
events . . .  a n d  as I fi rmly bel ieve that we create o u r  
o w n  rea l i ty, I ' l l  g o  for t h e  l a s t  mea n i ng !  

Tha n ks t o  D i a h a n n  H u g h es a n d  Kerry a nd Tom 
Blower for o rg a n i s ing an i n terest i n g  and thoug ht­
provo king day. TW 

The unadulterated joy of a 'New Age jamboree '! Croppies together at the 
Glastonbury Symposium 's Abbey meditation. Photo: BILL GLENN 

MANDELBROT: F i rst fra cta l fo rmat ion w h ich 
a m used ch i l d ish croppies by looking l i ke. . .  a b ig  
fat  BOTTO M ! ! ! !  Also known as the ' M a nd e l b u m ' .  
H i la rious !  

MAYAN CALEN DAR: As a n y  self- respecti ng doom 
mercha nt k nows, the Mayans p rop hesied a l l  sorts 
of th i ngs very accu rate ly, l i ke, er, the shoot ing of 
J R, a n d ,  er, sl iced bread, and t h i ngs l i ke that. 
However, al l  thei r ca lendars end, by our recko n i n g ,  
i n  t h e  year 2 0 1 2, depicti ng catastrophe a n d  other 
fu n enterta i n ments. Bug ger. J u st when we were 
startin g  to e nj oy the 2 1 st ce ntu ry .  The d ig its 20 1 2  
have po pped u p  i n  severa l fo rmations over the 
years, em bod ied I n  thei r mathematical structure -
even the M a ndel b u m  u ses the n u m ber 2 0 1 2  as 
part of Its 'fractal wave fo rm ' a p pa rently.  So we 
now have 1 1  yea rs left i n  w h ich to enjoy o u rselves. 
Pa rty t ime.  

M BF SERVICES: S u p posed press agency w h i ch 
put out  the ori g i n a l  Doug a n d  Dave story, but 
tu rned out to be the head office of M I 5  or some­
th i n g .  Ja mes Bond may be the sort of spy they'd 
l i ke you to bel ieve i s  out there, but the sad rea l ity 
a ppears to be two fu n n y  o l d  men with s i l ly hats .  A 
bit l i ke the H ouse of Lord s .  

M EADEN, TERENCE, OR: Li ke most Engl ish peo­
ple, he l i ked to ta l k  a bout the weather and was, for 
a time, the p u b l ic ly accepta ble face of crop c ircle 
research , what with h i s  theories of ' p lasma vortex' 
w h i rlwi nds and a l l  that, before j u m p i ng s h i p  when 
the pictog ra ms started to a rrive. Wel l ,  you wou l d ,  
wou l d n 't you ,  w h a t  with having to defend natura l  
theories a g a i nst a l l  those blata ntly faked ela borate 
patterns, wackos ta l k i n g  a bout ETs and a l l  the rest 
of it. If on ly  he k new that a decade on,  those 
same wackos wou l d  be having to defend natura l  
theories agai nst a l l  those blata ntly faked ela borate 
patterns, wackos ta l k i n g about ETs and a l l  the rest 
of it. If o n l y  he'd h u ng on a n other deca de, eh? 

M ENSTRUAL CYCLE: Not to be m i xed u p  with 
Pe n ny Farth i ng ,  th is  d e l i cate a rea of female l i fe 
was suddenly thru st i nto the cerea logical  l i me l i g h t  
w h e n  it w a s  reported t h a t  the 'energ ies' of t h e  
fractal fo rmations of 1996 ( i ncl u d i ng ,  a p propri­
ately,  the J u l i a  Set) profo u n d ly affected th is  mar­
vel lous monthly g i ft of the h u m a n  re prod uctive 
system, ca using e n l i g htened mystica l experiences 

No column, but a closing missive next issue! ! !  

such a s  excessive bleed i n g .  Cou ld t h e  crop ci rcles 
be part of some h u g e  bio-tech i n d u stry experi ment 
sponsored by Bodyform? 

M ETAL PLATES: Rem e m be r  the German forma­
tion in 1991 where that g u y  d u g  u p  th ree mysteri­
ous d iscs of gold, si lver and bronze? They're m i ne, 
they a re - I now rem e m ber d ropping them and 
rea l ise I have been looking for them ever s i nce .  If 
that blagga rd with h is meta l detector i s  rea d i ng 
th is, cou l d  I p lease have them back, C/0 the SC 
address? They were my designs for new Olympic 
medals a n d  a re very va l u a b l e .  

MICHAEL & MARY LIN ES:  Cou ple who l ive i n  
Ave b u ry a n d  would now l i ke t o  be l e ft  a lone.  

MICROWAVES: Apparently these have been de­
tected at many fo rmati o n s ,  l a rgely  by peo p l e  
fa l l i ng over t h e m ,  together with o l d  d u m ped 
fridges, wash i ng machi nes, etc. 

MILITARY, THE:  H a i l  al l  phone- i n  l i steners to 
rad io crop ci rcle i nterviews! Here's an o rig i na l  
thought for y o u ,  when y o u  refuse t o  bel ieve i n  
th i ngs l i ke l ittle g reen m e n  - w h y  n o t  r i n g  i n  a nd 
say "It's the all the military7 innit??" l i ke everyone 
else does? This,  of co u rse, answers everyt h i ng 
without expl a i n i ng a nyth i ng ,  as a l l  g ood conspira cy 
theory does. Why 'the m i l i ta ry' wou ld want to 
m a ke cro p ci rcles in the p u b l ic's face, how they do 
it and w h at tech nology t hey use,  and why t hey 
have to I nvent M I 5  p l ots l i ke Doug and Dave to put 
u s  a l l  off after having ra i sed o u r  i n terest i s  neither 
here nor there,  of course.  Hai l  a l l -see i n g ,  a l l ­
heari n g ,  a l l - powerfu l m i l ita ry ! - t h e  a nswer t o  a l l  
mysteries.  H e l icopte rs fl y i n g  l ow over Alton 
Ba rnes prove the co n s p i racy, natu ra l ly .  The fact 
that nea rby S a l i s b u ry Pla i n  and the s u rro u n d i ng 
a reas j u st happe n  to constitute the l a rgest m i l itary 
tra i n i n g g ro u n d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  thus creat i n g  the 
teeny-weeniest cha nce that he l icopters m i g ht p lay 
ga mes a ro u n d  there, i s  a lso neither here nor there.  
The ci rcles a re obviously a l l  made by hedgehogs 
a nyway .  

MOWING D EVIL: The first k n o w n  hoaxed c ircle, 
1 67 8 .  The perpetrator? Sata n .  Proved by the 
i l l u strat ion i n  the loca l news rag .  Cou rt case 
expected soo n .  

MY N EW H O M E :  B l i mey, I w a s  j ust gett i n g  g o i n g ,  
and they g o  a n d  p u l l  the p l u g ! And I 'd o n l y  g o t  u p  
to ' M '  at t h a t .  I'm b lowed if  I'm g iv i n g  u p  at th is  
stage.  Thus!  - those o n - l i n e  tech nolog ical  fu n ka­
teers who wish to com p l ete the A to Z of Cerealogy 
can fol l ow its conti n u i ng cu rve of g e n i u s  on the 
new web site - deta i ls next i ssue - together with 
other pa rts and p ieces from You rs Tru ly, i n  my n ew 
web home Danny Sotham's Mighty Column. As for 
the rest of you who ca n 't be bothered to get with i t  
a n d  go o n l i ne, how w i l l  you l ive? ! Forward ! DS 
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"Today I settle all family business, so don't tell me you're 
innocent. " MICHAEL CORLEONE (AL PACINO) IN THE 
GODFATHER 

The last few weeks have been difficult for me 
(see article, page 3). The messages from friends and 
wel l-wlshers gently d rawing my attention to my nu­
merous fai l u res and Inadeq uacies have been over­
whelming . U nder this ba rrage from sincere and 
selfless col leag ues (and, oh,  how ca n I ever tha n k  
you a l l ) ,  I have h a d  t o  reassess m y  behaviour. This 
wil l  be the last Cornography and it seems appropriate 
now to confess my sins a nd Inexcusa ble activities. I 
have been so misgu ided a nd ,  to my eternal shame, I 
misled you, my trusting readers! 
I list the accusations In  order. 

1) "Michael Glickman bel ieves all crop circles 
are real." 

They have uncovered my gui lty secret! I know that 
ALL crop circles a re hoaxed and I have always known 
it. I l ied and I got, I must admit, a sick thrill every 
time you a l l  fell for it. Dr Coli n Andrews, the scientist, 
In his estimate of 80% man -made fell far short of the 
reality . For years I have hoodwinked the public with 
my writing and lectures, deluding everyone into be­
l ieving all that woo-woo, New Agey spiritual ity non­
sense. Geometry? Design? Proportion? Number? -
Baloney! 

2) "Michael Glickman is part of the Crop Circle 
Industry but really he knows the truth." 

Again,  I have to thank D r  Andrews for blowing the 
whistle on the Crop Ci rcle Industry a nd I must 
abjectly confess my part In  it. My earnings last yea r 
- from lectures and conferences a lone - exceeded 
£800,000. This takes no account of the other Income 
I have enjoyed from other crop circle busi ness includ­
Ing wel l  over a quarter of a mi l l ion pounds from the 
T-shlrt cartel . The ca bal of lecturers, writers and 
photographers all  share business managers, personal 
trainers, ha irdressers and tax consultants . Despite 
PR to the contrary I l ive In  a palati a l  home by the 
Mediterra nea n ,  returning to Wi ltshire In  my private 
jet only when a bsolutely necessary. 
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3) "Gilckman's i l lness has affected his brain" 

It Is true, but I have been trying hard to conceal it. 
Can you just give me a few more min utes before you 
put on the restrai nts and take me back to my cel l? 

4) "Shopping Matt Will lams was a malicious 
and vindictive act." 

Shame on me! Loathsome a nd spiteful brute that I 
am . Far from being the mind less vandal that I and 
others pi l loried so mercilessly, he Is - and I h ave 
a lways known it - a qu iet and spiritual  lad who 
wanted noth ing more than the cha nce to bring the 
Truth to the world.  A chance my selfish actions so 
cruelly denied h i m !  

5) "Michael G l ickman a n d  Franclne Blake are 
cult leaders who will brook no disagreement. " 

I am gui lty as cha rged . Francl ne and I meet reg u l a rly 
to refine our techniq ues of subjugation which Include 
sleep-deprivation, mind control through relentless 
eight hour lectures, rel igious Indoctrination, publ ic 
humi l iations and thum bscrews. Now that we have 
been exposed, we have decided to break up our cults 
and release our many victims, l i ke bra in-numbed 
cattle, Into the general popu lation . I look back on 
these and other excesses with shame and horror. 

I write these words min utes before I leave for the 
permanent exi le wh ich is now my only option.  The 
car will be here In  a moment. Forgive me. 

OK! Very fu nny!  Let's get rea l .  My a rticle In  the last 
issue on Ron Russell's detection device was critica l ,  
not o f  Ron a n d  Slmeon Heln,  but o f  their work. Their 
undlscernlng su pport of Matthew Wll l lams's total ly 
u nsu bstantiated fantasies wi l l  br ing rea l damage, 
above a l l  to themselves. Th is wi l l  end In  tea rs .  
H istory shows t h a t  those w h o  get too close t o  hoax­
ers and hoax claimants a re lost. This Is not my 
opinion.  It is borne out by the ten years since Doug 
and Dave impla nted this cancer so fi rmly Into the 
body of crop circle stud ies. We have watched many 
good people leave through that door never to return .  
Those who are bl ind t o  the past r u n  bl indly t o  the 
future. Ron and Slmeon's response ( pages 7-8 -
longer than my orig inal  a rticle ! )  adds nothing sub­
stantial to our knowledge. When the pips squea k so 
loudly I know that I am squeezing In  the right place. 
My piece was written out of sad ness, not bitterness or 
a nger, and I stand by it. I Imagine that regular  
readers of  Cornography would not  need or expect me 
to comment further. 
I do this work because I love it and because I believe 
it to be so Important to us a l l .  Th is episode serves 
only to focus a nd to redouble my efforts in the future 
to treat this awesome and radiant phenomenon with 
the respect which we owe it .  

So, goodbye Cornography (though I shal l  be con­
tributing to the fi na l  issue of SC) . This col umn has 
been a central and nourish ing part of my l ife for 
several years. I thank you a l l  for bei ng out there and 
for your su pport. MG 
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