Mother baffled Drivers sec

by UFO sighting

WAS IT a4 meteor — or an unidentified flying object
that Teresa Murray saw over Ashford?

The young mother was baffled when she saw :
bright ight at 11.30pm on Wednesday last week.

"I was lying in bed star-gazing” she said. * assume
It was a meteor. It was very bright, very fast, much too
fast to have been a rocket or other firework.

“l only saw 1t for a second. It was heading north
over the downs. It was nothing that

recognise,”

@ A Tenterden man believes he has filmed a UFO 1
the sky over hus home in St Benets Way.

Hevwas filmung what he believed to be an approach-
me wreratt with s landing hghts on when 1t disap-

peared from view

When Jim Leng, 343, plaved the flm back, he saw
what appeared 1o be a streak of light at right angles

shooung off at high specd.

He has senta copy of the tape to Gloria Dickson, an
mvestigator with the British UFO Research Associa

Lo

Before seeing the tape she said: "There has been an
CNOTIMOUS Upsurge in reports, including a bright white
light w Rochester which also shot off at right angles
only five days before the Tenterden report,”

She said many sightings wirned out W be laser show
effects which can still be seen up to 30 miles away.
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WAS IT a meteor — or an
unidentified flying object that
Teresa Murray saw over Ash-
ford?

The young mother was baf-
fled when she saw a bright light
at 11.30pm on Wednesday.

“I was lying in bed star-
gazing” she said. "l assume it
was a meteor | saw. [t was very
bright, very fast, much too fast
to have been a rocket or other
firework.

“I only saw it for a second. It
was heading north over the
Downs. It was nothing that I
could recognise.” .

The meteor, or whatever it
was, so impressed Mrs Murray
that she fetched the binoculars
to study the night sky. But there
was no solving the mystery.
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cloud-iike
‘UFD’ lights

EASTERN Counties Newspaper
worker Steve Ling could not
believe ius eves when huee UFQ)
lights tollowed him as he drove
lor 13 miles.

And his story of weird lighis
has been confirmed by another
Evening News reader who saw
them on the same streteh of road.

Steve. a do-veur-old  dock
supervisor from West Earlham,
is convinced he saw sumething
strange, despite ribbing from his
workmates. but says e will [is-
en o any rational explanaton.

“I Tooked like small clouds i
three nertectlv-shaped cireles,”
fie said, “The distance herween
CaCh one was exacily the same
and tnev were spinine. There
S HENITETING
“Iewas 20000 across and moved
deross e rowd o the rehn
was Hoaime oit and then coming
buck. | rravelled 10 or 13 mijes
and tbwas momy siein e whol.
Hme it wien | ostopped.
SLODPed.

Ihe mysterious sighting ook
on o Lhursdav evenine on
S pear Newmarke

sultolh police were unabie
ser ain caplanaton.
Al

RS MU PCLUCT, W

Thaltlem
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Ahove the
village, a
light shon

I'T mav Bave been around
bonfire nizht but that
thing 1n the skv was no
Roman candle

The strange pink trian-
ale upped with red lights
havercd aver Poal in
Cornwali

In the past 51X week
UFOs hove visited Corne
wall twice, savs UFO-
hunter David Gillham
who 15 anxious 1o hear of
other s1zniinus.

The trianele UFO was
seen by eioht people 1n
Paol on November

And a couple of weeks
later s1x independent wit-
nesses spied an elongated

object with brightly 11t
porthoies. floating over
neartv  Trispen. he
claims=

"We e no pdea what
thev are out we want 1o
know it there are more

Witnes=cs who have nat

Comey ward,  said
David. trom Truro.,
Preopie i Redruth
FOROrT-G o tne trmanguiar
pink renny i oils

used en [tolse ani
O DA
WS -

‘K. Une

Man Wiis alarmed he
ran hone i lett the aeo
18 Wis LalKIng wnero 1t
s 70T home e
T WS

watched the object unn!
it disappeared from sicht

"Thev reported 1t 1o u-
later - 1t had been {loat
ing about 15 teet off the
ground and was makiny
no sound.

‘I checked with the
police and RNAS Cu!
drose. There were ne
helicoprer flights tha:
night.’

David sawd the second
sighting happened on the
night of November 27 o1
nearbv Trispen,

"This time two indepen
dent sroups of three ped
ple each saw o welrd
nbiect with bright, whin
lights and again 1t was
making no notse.

Tt flew over a tour mii-
area around the A20, nos
far trom RAF St Mawpan
But 1t looked nothimg hk
any aireraft’

David., rrom Trure
started the Cornwall UFo
Research Groun are see
Me unexplned novers -
redd Hishts tnts summer

Tdon t Enow e

Tounen

W Ionhav
| these s

mitd o
]

Jdculien L et
and wouid Joy s e
from anvbody who o
explam what s been seen

Or Nas seel somet;

@ Do can e o

Gl ET2-T
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i swhen b wose up mehe middle of B s
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Alones Fs entup, andsuddeniy tound i selt v The tabloids ave aiw avs foved the odd tale o
e mietad sheet, wath g intense heh and thess littic creen men, so s o SUFPTISe wiwen T yon
bemes, around me covs with " Fellas snatched by ahien babies ali ook

Feould omiv see the one ar my e, standin. me Bhe Pamele Anderson™ But fulv's Rosued,

over e ewas only the tace [ was aw are ol i

Bad ucdent autopay film vor serions consideration

versovery bigodario eves, two dots for g nose and g

on the news pages of broadsheets, T Creardnn

fine for a mouth, I was duil and wre vhkeablack  telis us thata feadimg philosopher i devotme him

and white photoerapl, | was Uirghrened lowas oot 00 e philosophieal mphications o

looking down at me kind or mduleentiy” extraterrestrial Iie”, John Mack,

Provtessor (o

Rowan Himon reaches the end of her stonm pevehary e Harvard Medieal sehoal, has pub
and gazes evenlv acrow the Ivne room ol he lshed 0 book apparentlc explaimine why b

well-hempt Last Dubwich flaz Rowan i 25, 5he s convineed his patents have really been kidnapped

A perleethy ranonal person, Prem smarte as 1t by abiens, What with all ths

and the X-Fifes erea
zoes. She does ot whoop ke 1 loons on the bus

Tres trom |\L'\ 1\[|L1I AN LVETV i'll.'l'L
She has not spent most her e i e onoan You see theny on the strect. You drink HUNT Lo

Ashramom Calirorn, Tn tace, she works ma men them in the pubs You may even bne w ith one. O

Four top pop stars roll their eyes skywards to present o quartet of radically
- differing viewpoints on the great alien/human interface debate

- THE HEALTHY SCEPTIC. FRANK BLACK

'FRANK BLACK ore-tinie chief life not thinking about it and ~ theycould get over that hump of

. Pixie. current solo capacity UFO suddenly someone says. ‘We all moving around the galaxy. they ;

researcher saw one in broad daylight” - could get over any hump...unless

£ T here's been a compounding  SOmMeone with no interest in the there was a space problem.

ofinformation in the media,  Subject - then you think mayhe "My favourite UFO story is one

of this whole topic since the 405, there is something going on. I'can’t tell you because it was a bit

Which was the beginning of the “From thep. | always had at scary for the people involved..,

‘flying saucer' UFO concept, least a small interest - certainly one of them thought that a few

Television is so powerful now it's some of my songs fall under that days |ater they were involved in a . ol i i .
 hardto separate what people category of that modern folklore Men In Black incident. witnessing IR oo R BOL ealibe e vt = bt semeon

réally see and hear and what they  ©f aliens in ships. conspiracies a big American car. like a vou know believes in URO,

saythey do. | don't think current” - @nd all that stuff. What the government person would use,

interest is hecause the debunkers rightfully sayisthat  *  which took off when spotted. As FI'S b asy 1o LAt o UTOY DH o s

millennium is about to end: that there’s no hard evidence. but if towhy ‘they’ wm,"ld be interested and the subeuli LRI surrounds 11, Anvaor

seems a little self-important in we're talking about something inus, | don'tlknou.f. Probably the T T R S Gt

terms of our society. If you don't that could come from space or real answer.is something that LY. ' R :

want to have reservations about another dimension vy would hasn't been theorised yt, NG Sl sk dnda :
2000 you can always switch'to a there be any hard evidence? If something we wouldn't even Hridicy le the reports of mierplanctary soblin
different calendar! understand. There's a whole Movic Aud Mindy-side ¢
“I had a UFO experience. but | : history behind it that's very
was very young and it was told to S removed f"o""'_'-‘s‘- probably. But Teason not todo it anyvwas.
me by a family member. It was in I'm always optimistic about it. 1o A random selecnion of UL hilarim m;lu‘
Nebraska in June 1965, at a ; 5 matter what people are saying: L o U o -[,._.' , '
family gathering during broad it's a fantastic topic! You start R
daylight. A saucer-shaped ship :  thinking about it and then you book Aboard A Fis
was hovering above the house. ] - start thinking about that old topic some abiens when o
and the people on the front lawn of the vastness of space and

ale, s childishlv e

ce-shaped spacesing.

and all the other preposterous s, But that's

Bethurum, whose 195

Chacer tells how he m

¢owas laving asphadt inos

Calitornia desert. Thes arrived moy spacesn
thought it was the end of the eternity - all those things that trom Clanon, a secrer pianet hidden behmd 1
world. The police were called — ; ; - boggle the mind. When | talk moon, and their vaptam was the female Au
they even followed it down the about it. that's when I'm most R i g R R S
road until they couldn't keep up reverend to it all. *If that guy saw e WG Shoke perte Lingin and By
withit... [ was there. but an infant, ' one. shit they might be Trumeaz, “tops in whiess ana peansy T

SUOUd pass as nu

And if you go through most of your everywhere!™ § ahen

HSC™ TG so That .
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his initial contact. Truman saw the gorgeous Aura
In a restaurant sIpping orange

juice. But she
ignored him. Ha. That's a good one.
Then theres the theory about how after the

Roswell Incident President Truman's government

signed a treaty with the afiens. In exchange for

thair Li.‘l‘hma'it:;;iu.\l Lips, Truman .1_:1111-& o prn\'idu
“the hungry extraterrestrials with humans to cat
and experiment upon. Evenwally realising that
we'd have to be told about this cunning ruse soon-
¢ fater. in the 735 the US government
Lani)'t-ai vounyg Steven Spielberg to make films
about triendly aliens to sotten us up tor the truth.
T]‘IUh. '\'\'lU seu. (_IIIIU_‘[' ['..H(T”nf“.'l'.\ :lT'lL] 1{_‘?—.
Obvious. isn'tit? And if thats not enough, there’s
Actherius Socierv, a religious cult
based in Fulham who worship UFOs an the basis

i ;
alwavs the

that Jesus Chrtstis an abien who came to Barth i a

spaceship o save us bl

There are hundreds of silar pirs of stupadin

just lving around wainng o be picked up'by o

Msmmmamm@f

cager armehair satirist. And iUs safer 1o laugh, tsn't
1? Because, atter all, if any of this stuft about
unexplained acrial sightings and mysterious enui-
tes from other dimensions was taken serioush...,
well, that woudd be a bit frightening, wouldn't iz
T MINISTRY oF DEFENCE 18 ONL O] ThHE
Briush Government's more intimidating build-
ings. It's part of the vast, blank 19th century
edifice of Whitchall, extending between Trafalgar
Square and Westminster, At the top of the huge
white marble steps, a pscudo-classical portal
dwarfs vou as vou enter the South Door. Inside,
vou are met by four security guards and two Star
Trek sivle transparent airlock doors. 1t is not an
]]1\'|1||1_‘__' ﬂl:.'lL'\.'.

“1t vou think that.” savs Nick Pope,appeaning
trom nownere, “vou should see the North Door”

Nick
vears. These davs, he works " tinancial pohey”
with the rank of Higher Exceutive Ofticer = the

Pope has worked at the Mol) tor wen

imm Tve E!’Jaf SzRn.

.-«-“

cquivalent of a Major in the Army. But berween
1991 and 1994 he worked at The Secretaniat (An
Staffy 2(a) - an office buried somewhere in the
high-security rabbit warren over our heads. It's
from there that the Government collates and
investigates all UFO sighungs i the British Isles.
Pope s a small, neat man wearing glasses and »
blue pmstripe suit. He's triendly and polite, but
slightly skittish, and hurries us away from the
MOD like someone atraid of being caught doing
something he shouldn't. In the bar of a Charing
Cross hotel, he sips at a pint of lager and explains
that he's got something of a reputation at the
Ministrv. When he took the job. he didn't know
what 10 make of the whole UFO thing. He had a:
open mind, but was neither behever nor sceptic.
But the more he investigated, the more he believed
strange was going on. And after
white. people at work began looking at him oddl

somothing

B his third vear in the Seeretariat, people wer.
whisthine the theme rrom Ciose Encounters when



they passed him in corridors.
“You know The X Files?™ he asks, "Well, my

mickname in the department was *Spooky ™"

NICR™S SINILARITIES To 110 FBES MOST BAMOUS
fictional operative extend bevond an interest in
the paranormal. He is a elever, nigorous individual
clearly not given to eredulous flights of faney. His

L at the Sceretariat was o examine UFO
._hrls, o establish whether there was any evi-
dence of a threat to the security of the Umited
Kingdom. The RAT = like air forees world wide -
take UTFOs very seriously for a good reason.
Anvthing that can turn up unannounced in Briush
airspace and evade intereeption indicates that's
comething's amiss with the country's air defence.

a1
v

1T was only tne Tace | was oware
Oi: I NOC Very DI Oari eve:. twe
gots 07 G NOSE One ¢ ling for ¢
moutr.. it was duli anc arey. like ¢
biack and white pnotograph. |
wasn't frightenec...”

The classification of a UFO has nothing o do
with flving saucers, but lierallv indicates an
unidenufied flving objeer = whether s from
Uranus or the Ukraine. So the Ministry's official
position is that it investigates UFO sichtings only
up to the point necessary o establish whether
they're a threat or not. But how tar vou need 1o go
to do this is a grey arca: in most cases, Pope would
=her as much information as possible.

There are far more of these sightings than vou
might think. There were, for instance, 258 sight-
ings reported 1o the MOIDY in 1993 = reterred there
from police stations, military bases or cvil air-
ports. all of which have a specitic UFO 1orm to fill
i, By checking up on miliary exercises, aieship
schedules and the like, Pope could establish that
.'{TULInd ‘}5 'I[\L’!' cent of »LlC]'I .‘31'_:'1'![1[1_‘_'5 ‘I1.‘t\'t' reason-
able explanations — arerain
satcllies,

hehts, meteories,

lasers

rom  gius

Wl |'|\'1' ih}”i WIS,

* ‘UF0s’ photographed in
Brazil turmned out to be
bizarre cloud

formations.

reflecting off clouds. But of the remaining five per
cent, atter he'd impounded radar tapes, ques-
voned witnesses and made his usual checks, all he
could  was open  mind. “Object
Unexplained,™ sav the files, in true *Spooky”
Mulder stvle. ® Case Closed.™

A statistical analvsis Pope has seen estimates
that since 1947, 13 million people worldwide have
scen a UFOL Applying the five per cent figure wo
those 13 million sightings, that makes over hall
million unexplained objects.

“This is not just what UFO groups sav, This 1s
what the world of officialdom savs, And that,”
savs PPope levelly, "is quite something.”

keep  an

Tir MODERN UFO PIINOMENON REALLY GOT
soing in carnest on Tuesday, June 24, 1947, At
Apm, private pilot Kenneth Arnold was fiving
over Washington State. Searching for the wreck-
age o a crashed plane for which a reward had
been offered. he saw nine disc-shaped objects fyv-
ing over the Cascade Mountains. He said later that
they moved *like a saucer would if vou skipped 1
across water”. As the storv was sent out across the
Associated Press wires, a headline writer seized on
this deseription to coin the term “flving saucer”.

In the months that followed, similar reports
started coming in from all over the United States.
There has barely been any let up since.

Although initially explained away by US scep-
tics as a strictly American phenomenon brought
on in the altermath of “war nerves’, UFO sight-
ings spread throughout the world: those in Britain
meluded RAF sighungs and celebrated cases Tike
that of I14-vear-old Stephen Darbishire pho-
tographing a UFFO in Coniston,

In America, the government became suffi-
ciently coneerned to establish Project Blue Book
to investigate the phenomenon,

In 1932, Califorman George Adamsk claimed
to have made contact with Venusians; other con-
tactees emerged in his wake. Back in the '50s,
contact with aliens was, more often than not, a
chummiv affair. Affable ETs ook their human
cuests on interstellar pleasure trips — and imparted
dire prophecies about how we were destroving
the Earth with atomic research and poliution.
Hardened UFO tans revarded the stories of =

Four people who've had closer encounters
than most share their experiences. Meet
the Investigator, the Abductee, the
Psychologist and the Real ‘Spooky’ Mulder

THE INVESTIGATOR

JOHN SFENCER is President of
the British UFO Research
Association, With his wife
Anne, he also investigates
paranormal phenomena. They
find a rational explanation for most things.

hy draw a distinction between ‘lights in

the sky' and close encounters?
“Most close encounters are witnessed only by
one person. There are very few documented
cases of more — but even then rarely more than
two of the witnesses have the same experience.
But the average number of witnesses for distant
SIghtings is two — including a lot of sightings of
40-50 people who all see the same thing.”
Does it disappoint you that you can find
explanations for so many objects?
“No. | want to investigate these things. | don’t
want to deal in fantasy. I'd love it if it was aliens
- I'd want to be the first to meet them. But |
don’'t want to believe it's aliens if it's not.”
What's the most ridiculous hoax?
“Roswell. Whoever is responsible for that film
has created a fake knowing it looks like a fake —
and a controversial one. And controversies
always make money.”
What's the difference between American and
British UFOlogy?
“The American way with abductees is: get them
on a bed, get them under hypnosis. getthe
story of the alien out, p&t it in the book.”
You don't approve?
| fear that researchers and hypnotists are
letting their own experience and beliefs bleed
into witnesses. giving them false memones.”

THEABDUCTEE

ROWAN HINTON lives in South

London. She saw her first UFO

at 16. Soon after she was

telepathically contacted by an

alien intelligence. She was

aducted a year later and has

since had similar experiences.

Isthere a history of these close encounters in
your family? “Yes on mv mother's side. My

Uncle Chris had regress:on with {American

abductee guru) Bud Hookins., Before regression

he had conscious recal! of when he saw a craft

land and had telepathic communication with it.

My mother has had expenences.”

How does it affect your life?

“Life goes on. This is something that happens

outside my normal life. I'm not going to let it

take over my life.”

Doesn't it bother you that things have

happened to you that you can't recall?

“Yeah - although | want 10 know that it's real. |

want to really know that. But it might be so awful

that I'll never go to sleep again.’

So what do you think these things are?

“| find it difficult to say anvtning definite. but my

gut ieeling is that the re extraterrestnais.”

And what are they up to?

“| think they' re trying 1o nelp us. | aor tthink

thev're bad.”




such contactees with suspicion- as the tall tales of
profiteering hucksters with a warchouscful of
books to sell. The concept of *abductions’ did not
emerge until 1964,

It was then that New Hampshire couple
Barney and Beuy Hill soughe psychiatric help tor
somcthing that had happened to them in 1961,
Driving home late at night. they saw a strange
light which seemed to be a structured craft. On
arriving home, they found their journey had taken
two hours longer than it should've done. In 1964,
under regression, they both recalled being sub-
jected to medical examinatons aboard an alien
spacecraft. They had sufiered from bad dreams
and other problems ever since their abduction,
and their story was not only compelling in itself,
but corroborated by radar traces from a USAF
basc near the site of the alleged contact.

Immediately after this, and the publication of a
1967 book, The Intervupted Jorney, similar expe-
riecnces were reported from all over the United
States and the rest of the world. By the early '70s,
UFOs had gencerated a hardened subculture of sei-
entists, enthusiasts, researchers and  babbling
freaks. By the time novelist Whitley Stricber pub-
lished his hugely successful book about his
abduction, Communion. in 1987, the common
details abourt such incidents had become estab-
lished factoids the world over.

The common-or-garden interplanetary visitor
is the “small grey™: a four-foot humanoid being
with spindly arms and legs, a flat, grey skin, a dis-
proportionately large, bald head, large, black

almond-shaped eves. two holes for a nose and a
slot-like mouth. Abductions ke place in the
carly hours of the morning, when they take
humans into their eratt, often 1o conduct medical
experiments or examinations. There is much talk
of a genetie programme, breeding alien-human
children. There have been reports of women who
have become pregnant after abductions, only to
have the foetuses disappear irom their bodies after

e ths
berence 15 tnet
aatc there nac peen m
evieence of tne existence ¢
extraterrestrial fire.”

further contact a few months later. Abductees
know they've been taken because thev experience
periods of unaccounted for ‘missing time’, and
can only recall the events under hypnosis.

A recent poll maintains that two per cent of
the American population — more than 500,000
people — have had abduction experiences.

JOHN SPENCER'S HOUSL 1S WAY OUT IN THE WELL-
heeled commuterland of Hertiordshire. He lives
on a cosy Neighbourhood Wartch-secured, mock
Elizabethan-timbered crescent in Harpenden,

(
WHAT DD YDU THINK OF 1415 FANTASTIC STORY !

a Flying-Saucer |
met man from }fenusm

works for BUFORA. As well as the eleven
books he's written on UFOs and paranormal
.‘nomcna, he’s also responsible for Self
Wployed: What It Really Means and How To
Get The Most From Your Accountant. He has
never seen a flving saucer in his life.

THE BUFORA APPROACH Is A5 SCIEN-
tific as it can be in an area not
conventionally recognised as worthy of

ntific research. The orcamsation isn't
ificntioned much in the press simply
because, if a tabloid calls someone like
Spencer for a quote about 2 mysierious
light in the sky, he's likely 1o explain it in
terms of something readily understood — the
bright disc of the planet Venus, for example.

“They'd much rather hear from some-
one whao'll say, Well, it was probably an
mcoming spaceship from Mars.™

Spencer is more than happy to admit 1o
seeing his share of strange things. He and his {'a 4
wife have spent years investigating paranormal "=
activity, And although much of what they see has

aravonal explanation other phenomena they can't The Beitish press F_a_ll_a;_a_rg -
; : ¢ tackles the h d‘b

account for. Poltergeists bother him. And *port- question of alien snatched by 's

ing', where evervday objects can appear out of life forms with no alien babes !
Lo Y o T LA . recourse to —

thin air. He and‘Anm had a stigmatic live in ic]r cliché. They all ..all |°°k“|g

house for a while, and watching a woman sit on look like Pamela T

their leather sofa and spontancously bleed from Anderson.

: i ; apparently. Can't cm——
the palms of her hands on a regular basis has left wait... | memnommE
g@apression on him. He believes strongly that |

i

human mind is capabic of many things we

with his wife Anne and their two daughers, 1
a pleasant, cheertul man who welcomes vou 1
his home and sits vou on his leather sofa.

“You can,” he savs with well-practised ass
ance, "break the UTFO phenomenon mto at e
two sections: one is the distant heits and oby,

an the skvi the other is the close encounters o

the abductions, the meetings with ahens.

“Thev're hinked together by implication:
they're up in the sky Hving about. they must |,
and do things. Or it thev've landed and
things, then thev must have been those lighus vy
the sky flving around. In fact. throughout
vears of research, there tsn't a single authoritu
case where something was seen in the sky 1
then landed and did something. There’s a |
dodgy American claims but, frankly, they do
hold water. So vou've probably gor two tot.
different phenomena.”

John is the President of the Briush U
Rescarch Association. BUFORA was set up
1959 with the aim of conducting unbiased sei
ufic research into UFOs. It currently has aro
1,000 members, of whom 53-68 are active inve
gators, travelling  the  cour
mvestigating UTO reports, The MOD and
police pass cases on o them w look into,
BUFORA is affiliated 1o similar groups all «
the world. The organisation has no party line,
its members all hold differing views about w
plained objeets in the sky.

cun.\l-.mll\'

By day, John Spencer runs a manager
training business. At night, and the weekend?

don’t vet understand. He just isn't convineed
that Earth 1s 2 popular Awavday destina-
tion for alien beings.
It’s a view backed by psvchologists
who have rescarched the abduc-
tionr  phenomenon.  Suc

Blackmore, trom the
Universi. Of The West Of
England a parapsychologist wha
has interviewed  many  abductees,

maintains that most abduction experi-
ences are the result of sleep paralvsis and
disorders of the brain’s temporal lobe. Both
" things affect people who are mentally sta-
ble. Both happen on the borderlines of
sleep. Both will account for feclings of flving,
hallucination, a sense of presence in a room
when nothing's there. And, importantly, feelings
of being manipulated by unsecn hands.

Sleep paralysis - where the automatic mecha-
nism which shuts down vour movement to
prevent vou injuring voursclf during dreaming,
and which continues when vou revain con-
sciousness — is explained by different myths all
over the world. In Newfoundland, it’s The Hag,
In Laos, the Grey Ghosts. Temporal lobe disor-
der can seize vou with all the horrifvine
reality-twisting conviction of an acid trip.
Neither syndrome feels like a dream, and spon-
tancously waking in the middle of the night
gripped by such powerful hallucinations, vou
reach for vour most immediate cultural refer-
ence point; aliens. =



£

THEREAL'SPOOKY HULDES

Between 1991 and "94, WIT
por . co-ordinated the MoD's
investigation of UFO reports. ,
He began a sceptic. but now
believes in extraterrestrials.
His book, Open Skies. Closed Minds. will be
published by Simon and Schuster next year.
ere you interested in UFOs before the
job? “Not reallv. I'd read acouple of
articles and seen some things on TV, but | it
have any active interest or knowledge.”
Did you try and convince your superiors at t
MoD of the existence of extraterrestrials?
“Where there was a convincing case. like
evidence of a structured craft operating in th
UK Air Defence Region, I'd make my bosses
aware of it. But by then | would've already m.
all of the checks. Sowhen | said. ‘Look at th
they'd say. ‘It's very interesting but there’'s
really nothing further we can do’. It may ale!
people higher up to the fact that there are 1!
we can't explain. but it doesn'tgive us aha
on finding out what they are.”
What kind of people called to report thing:
~Police officers. military. civil pilots. plumb
housewives, unemployed people. farmers
anyone and everyone. A cross-section of 1!
population. Ordinary people ke you andn
Are you aware of any secret government
organisation investigating UFOs?
- s far as I'm concerned. in the UK there

. Welsh schoolchildren

pw, present their findings

ge map page 61)

TOPHAN, ADAM HART DAIS

wgometimes it fecls more real than ordinary
reality,” savs Blackmore. “But the fact that it feels
real doesn't prove its out there — it just proves
that it's entirely taken over your brain at the time,
and iUs the best reality vou've got. And that’s the
problem. In our culture we don't respect other
realities at all. By saving that they're ereated by

sky which everyone keeps saving are spaceeraft.
So if vou see a ‘Grey” in your garden, vou think,
Oh! T've seen an alien! But if vou sce the same
thing in the dungeons of Dover Castle, then
vou've seen a ghost. Therc's a lot of colouring-in.”

To illustrate this point about people’s pereep-
tions. he once did a live experiment on davome

vour brain, it's like saying they're unimportant or
uninteresting. I'd say they're hallucinations creat-
¢d by the brain. And they're very interesting. Of
course they feel real: butall our realities are creat-
ed by the brain anyway.’

FOR ENTIRELY DIFFERENT REASONS, JOHN SPENCER
believes close encounters are merely the latest cul-
twral contextualisation of meetings with strange
entitics that have cropped up throughout human
history: tales of abductions by fairy folk, or
appearances by the incubus and succubus, were
regulars for hundreds of vears before the ‘Small
Greyv' came along. Similar things arc seen by
tribesmen in Africa, but they'll tell vou they've
just scen the ghosts of their ancestors.

«J do belicve there are real experiences people
have, but 1 suspect that it's a natural, unintelligent
energy that we simply haven't got to grips with
vet. A lot of what we think is happening is down
to cultural expectations: people see lights in the

THE UFO AGNOSTIC: A GUY CALLED GERALD

The acid house kingpin turned
Goldie-inspiring breakbeat
Generalissimo speaks out.

& | ooking at a picture of the
universe - when we're the
size of a crumb — and saying.
‘We're the only p ;
atign’ isam
thinking. There's definit
intelligent life elsewhere in the

galawy. ltcouldevenbeina
different dimension. We've all
e from the same explosion

n our solar system. so the
materials on the earth must be
0.E if

ahout stars that got me
interested. Stars that explod
5.000 years ago and we're
getting light from them. Star Wars
as well — that was so radical for
its time. Keeping your mind apen
to new ideas means you produce
things different from the norm.
1've worked with people who've
said. “You can't use a frequenc
that low ‘cos you won't be able
hear it’ - but you'd he able to feel
it. The X-Files is wicked: all these
things get you wondering.

-| helieve Roswell was real
but that it was covered up.
There's always conspiracies to

TV. Just before the broadeast, a preture ol artvpi-
UFO
unannounced on the studio monitors. When 1t
had gone, he told the 68 people in the audience
they'd just had a spontancous UTO sighting, and
asked them to draw what they had seen.

cal'  saucer-shaped was  flashed  wp

“We got,” he says with some satisfaction, “63
totally different pictures.”

WHATEVER PEOPLE MAY THINK THEY'RE SEEING,
they're certainly sceing something. In 1981, hun-
dreds of witnesses saw different shaped objects
and groups of lights in the Hessdalen Valley in
Norway. A rescarch project was set up by
Scandinavian UFQ groups. In 1983, they took
radar, scismographs, geiger counters, spectrum
analysers and lasers — as well as stll and video
cameras — to the valley, and recorded a phenome-
non of lights and illuminated ‘objects’ in the sky.
They may or may not have moved interactively
with the witnesses. They ‘were not a hallu- =

got their own creation slones.
and churches being the biggest
husinesses in the world. ..can you
imagine someone landing and
saying 'You were cres
same way as us and there
God? Theb s crashes. And
they'd be interested inus for the:
same reason we d be interested
in them - as another life forim.

“We thir re so intellig
but maybe we're not. They're
probably studying us and
wondering whit
we're doing 1o

.. diggh

cover anything like that up -

especially in America. If it got out
that we're not on our own the

what we are is
really destructive.

whole of history would be

changed. The religions have all

Alone!

cover up. | can say that because | was the
Have you ever seen a UFO?

“No. unfortunately not. It would be very
interesting to but | haven't.”

THEPSICADAOEST

BLACKMORE b
interested in al
states of
consciousness
having out-of-b
experiences a'

student. Last ear. she presented a H
programme on the abduction phenom
Ha\re you ever seen a UFO?

“| thought | did when | was little. 1y
convinced. |'ve no idea now what it we
looked like a white. glowing saucer. B
have so many passible explanations |
might have been. and noway of checi
What do you think of the apparent pt
manifestations of alien encounters 1
“Give me some solid proof. My feelin
ever get stuck in there and try and in
one of these things, then it disappes
Have you ever come across a ridicu
“No. Most of the things | come acros
people who genuinely believe they™
inexplicable experience.”

What's your favoutrite abduction st
= A mother with two kids who BIVES
descriptions of having several halt-
that have grown in her for a while a
taken out. And she regularly poes t
plays with all the children. includin,
alien offspring. And sne nurtures t
gives them the love they don't get
horrid aliens. and takes her own c
there to plav with them — it's a reg
the whole family.”

Have you dealt with any cases th
readily explained?

“Yes. Multiple abductions where
persaon claims 1o nave been take
time. | have noi vel Come across
where it's so watertight | think, V
haven 1 gone out of my wav Seri
investigate them.”




cinanon. But neither were thes meadily expheable.

| think,” savs Spencer, "1na this tells us what

i ) reallvoare. There was po creat evidence of
[ligence there, so it seems tnev were probably

1 natural Bieht atorm ot o

which s in the

.]tﬂ'lﬂhphl.‘]’u —1s spunmnuwum Pald, ‘II]\.I e raciive

with pcu'p]u 50 that it sts near vou vl crackles of
clectriciny,

“In Hessdalen, this happened 1or three vears,

and they were myvsterious, ere was no doub
q\ll that. Theyre not the ¢
ding down the streer Bu

cvidence that these thines

auof thing vou hind

THere W.ls never .'I.H_\
AR A |'|1[\_'“‘l'_',L"|'|l. Or
structured vehicles.”

And this as the thing o 2l the mullions of

\|_\;|11111',;.~. ob strange tines i the shav very few are

cenuimely mesplicable. And amony those tew,

authoritatve evidence of “siructured vehicles™ -
extraterrestrial spaceships to vou and ne =15 very
rare. Butit dows exist,

CTHE OFFICIAL POSITION o T
Dietence.” savs Nick Pope. ™

AMisasiry o

o that o date there

lias been no evidence of the cuistenee of extrater-

restrial Div, My personal Lo, Riowing w hat 1

now know, s that some = 2 vory tew = ot these
things that people sec and commuonly call UEOKs,
may well be extraterrestnal moonain.”

There are several thines tat make o thank
this wav, The birst s the miamous Rendlesham
Forest incident. This s an arucle of fath among
LLECY conspiracy theorists who believe the gov-
| ent 1sn't telling all they know about abien
contact: they protested outside Parliament about
it at the beginning of October this vear

Rendlesham s a wooded arca behind the RAY
and USAT base at Woodbridee, o Sulfolk, At

Caround 3Jam on December 270 1980, two USAL

Ssecunity policemen trom RAF/USALF Wood-

George Adamski's
legendary 1952
‘Venusian fiying saucer’

Colonel Charles Haly, B
Later hiled & report to the Mimistry of Defence,
.‘ii.}("u[ \'-'Ih.'l'l i].‘lP]\L‘nL'd next:

“Thinking an aireratt might have crashed or
been torced down.™ it states, “they called for per-
mission to go outside to investigate, The on-duty
thght chiet responded and allowed three patrol-
men to proceed on toot. The individuals reported
seeing a strange glowing object in the forest. The
object was deseribed as being metallic in appear-
ance and tnangular in shape, approximately two

‘gc saw unusual hehts outsade the back eate of

sase. The deputy base commander, Licutenant

Erstwhile Trogg who wrote “Wild
Thing" thoorav!) and "Love Is All
Around’ (oops!).

&~ he crop circles have told us

something strange is going
on. It's about time we unearthed
the Roswell business and the
government had the guts to
admit what happened. And I'm
not so sure they're even coming
from another planet. | think
they're coming through another
dimension.

: z| got interested in 1990.1 *
' into a crop formationand |
Gught. If no-one hoaxed this

how the hell did it get here? From
then on | filmed a UFO in 1992.

. and ayear later | saw two much

" better objects. | was looking

across this valley with five others.

when an elliptical object about
the size of a squashed moon
shot underneath the cloud level
making no noise. whipping

through somewhere around the
thousand-mile an hour mark,
Shortly after, a light came on in
the sky. turquoise in colour. and
from that turgquoise light a white
light grew from that and lit up all
the hills that we were stood on.
That is impossible. How can you
get slow light? We just said "What
the fuck was that?’ I've a sneaky
feeling that they’'re coming from
our future. That would be a turn-
up for the books if those little
aliens are what we're going to
look like?

“All the
Ancients’
prophecies except
one all end in
2001. I've afeeling
that it's not the end
of the human race
butthe startofa
new era, | believe
we're reaching an
age where the

to three meters across the base, and approximarels
twos meters high, It illuminated the entire torest
with a white hght. The object selt had a pulsing

THE UFO TROUPER: REG PRESLEY

governments cannot govern. Law
and order isn’t going to exist
much longer if we carry on with
the way we run the planet.
“There’s a body of people
who know what's going on. and |
think the Church has got
something to do with it. In the
Vatican they know everything: alt
the pagan rites they stamped out
weren't evil, and my theory is that
666 isn’t the sign of the devil but
the answer to our problem for
free energy, and I'm going to try
and prove it... Andisn't
it strange that if you add
up the number of each
letter in Wet Wet Wet—
23rd letier, 2-3=5
times 3=135. 1+5=6.
and do it with all the
letters you get 6667 I'm
not superstitious but |
don't believe in
coincidences! There's a
reason for all this

plgked it up on ther -

I'\'d li-,'hl an tap

and a bank of blue et underneath, The obyect

was hovering or onteess As the patrolmen
approached the obiect, 1t manoeuvred through the
trees and disappearce. At this tume the ammals on
anearby tarm went o o trenzy, The object was
brictly sighted approvimately an hour later near
the'back vare.”

The tollowine aav. three LIIL'pI'('_‘&_\H\I'I.\' and
-1’[3”(‘1’”\.1' T.'I.L{Il.'l'l](”] ."'._.Lllin‘_[k Wwery !iIU]“.{ un [ht'
cround at the siee. Tr

micht turther hghts were

seen i the shy near tie base tor several hours,

Another Contad: - Shvne tranele” of
lights derected on racar oy the Belean prtorce
19927 “Thev seran

L_IL‘P].U]'\ onto this

tao =16 hehter imter-

ranele. The F-1os

SEATES gl r.ui.1r. :I:!c\ |m."ku:
on with their radan ~even or eight umes. Lach
time thev locked on tre lock was broken, When
the radar tpes wers anabvsed o
betame clear that 1o omeet had been moving at

speeds between o

'
sLUbseguentiyv

-f'.';'l.].';;. ‘C[.'l['llih[li“ -'I.F'lli ,\i‘l‘u[
5,0CCmph.”

An F-10 hghter ceptor has 1 maximum

speed of L630mpn. Anv areratt capable of an
INSLantancous aceu:
\\‘Uul\j -1ihll |'\.1“ AN T

ton from 2 1o 3. 222mph

AN vecupant,
“The corporate wiew of the Belgian airtoree s

10wy real, iowas weaent

Cand weTre sure as

hell elad o wasn't us

ABonE Al

the Seeretarary Ar vy

A AT Pt POPETS TENL B

i, LNCTC Was amne -

[IlL'LIi.'l‘-' woave of B U5 [ITI‘H. P.il".]L'Ll.li‘l'. i

L'Hll IHL'TL'L] .!1I n.

“Dozens of peonoc saw something — ahwas s

very late at night, were a lot ot police and

military witnesses, T omed observers, Peonte wie

do nrent patrols oooasiy see all sorts of meteo-
n.)'h.‘uli_'.li .lT‘lLIl ASLro T 1 vilects .i['l I'_I]]‘_' \i‘\\ A
tend not o make wsidentifications that vou
or | mieht make.

What they saw cwas 2 huwe triangular-=



THE TRUE BELIEVER:
LIAM “SKIN' TYSON

“Odyssey-minded guitarist with neo-Merseybeat
sensations CAST

13 Peop!e are more interested in UFOs because
energies are being released which are making

people more aware. Crop circles open these
energies. It's been happening across the centuries
but this is the final phase, because things have got
to change. That's what these energies - or aliens if
you want to call them that — are doing. It's been
sown in our minds — Flash Gordon, Star Wars and all
that— in our subconscious, but it's been activated
now. And the majority of people will want to go
with it. It's only scaremongers that say they're
coming here to have us off—they're commg
here with love. that’s all.

“It's coming around the year 2000. We
won't all be flying around in space ships;
it’ll be everybody doing their bit, evenif it's
just saving cardboard. People have to start
changing now, and understand the
basic things in life, to save the
earth. The aliens aren’t coming to .~
this planet: they're already here,

shaped UFO with three lights in the corners an
one large one in the centre. It was capable of hov-
ering very slowly, and then moving off at
immense speed. “1 spoke to a meteorological offi-
cer at a Midlands RAF base, a man with cight
vears of experience of looking at things in the skyv.
He saw this thing come directly over the base, fir-
ing a beam of light down across the ficlds. What
can you say to a man like that? You can't start
talking about aircraft lights seen from unusual
angles — he works at an RAF basc!

“By the time these reports came in, whatever it
1s has been and gone. And unless something was
seen on radar, whar car vou do? Now I checked

and we're them. They came in prehistory and they're
interested in people because they re the only things
that can save this planet. If it gets destroyed it’ll .
have a knock-on effect on the rest of the universe.
It's a universal struggle.

“I saw a strange alignment of stars one night. in
Cumbria. We were watching this star at about 2am
when another one came out of it — they were
spinning around each other. Then from nowhere this
third appeared. and there was a trio spinning in a
circle. Then the third one disappeared and the first
two joined back into one. They weren't stars. |'ve
never not thought there was something out there. It
amazes me that people can’t open their minds
enough to look at it.

“I've been interested in it since early school
days. and | do think about it a lot, | don’t think it
affects me badly as long as a balance is kept.
People have been calling anyone saying anything

different ‘mad’ for years. But soon everyone’s
gonna know someone who's seen or felt
something...

“My favourite UFO story was the one
at Roswell where a father and son saw
the spaceships crash. The son says
now that the alien that was alive looked

straight at him and he knew what he
was thinking — that he was miillions of
miles from home and that the army
were coming for him. lt was acry
for help, straight into his head.”.

the radar tapes — of course I did — but there was
nothing there. All vou can say 1s “Object unex-
plained. Case closed’. Which didn't make me
particularly happy because there were structured
craft of unknown arigin which clearly seemed 1o
have slipped through our air defence network.”

In 1994, Nick Pope was promoted out of his
job at the Secretariat. ]’coplc still call him ‘Spooky ™.

WHETHER OR NOT UFOS ARE © RESTRIAL
craft with little grey aliens staring out of the port-
holes or not, there'’s no question that there's more
interest in the phenomenon now than there’s been
for 20 vears. John Spencer links 1t to the surges in

the counterculture. He maps interest in UFOs

neatly against the ant-nuclear movement of the
carlv "50s and the and-Vietnam and ecologi
protests of the late "63s and carl

out that although Roswell apparenthy

in 1947, :

renow T1Ltl CONTIOVErsyY, W hL'H‘ ]iJ 1

1 owasn't unul 197

Wartergate, the Americans realised they unu|d N
longer completely trust ther government

the truth. Equallv, it could just be svmpromate o
a millenmial unecase as we approach 22220 Or u
might be part of a tend toward anti-ratonalisim

ular embrace
L'()d .\L'Ili.‘nk-l‘.‘t ]1 LATAPS Hile -1[1I.{ p'a\.
healing in ther droves, UFO psyehos would RS
vou believe that s yust that the truth will out.

But 1t could al

that has seen the Americans i p

| be more simple than that the
UFO phenomenon is mysterious and tantalis

Iv impenetrable. Science has explained  away
almost evervthing that used w baffle and ternty
humanity, and - in the develo

undermined the old taiths,

d world at feast
And a completeh
ravionalised universe, one in which we understand
how evervthing works and can give a name w
evervthing we see, would be no fun atall. We need
something veiled and simister to behieve in. That s,
of course, it vou do believe it

IN T mak 1y C 5 THE MisIsTRS

Of Delence’s own X- } ]L‘\ operatve puts dowr

iu\ lager and considers the
tthink he's a biterazy.

ca that people might

“Look at the evidence, that’s myv m e I'm
not asking them to go anvwhere special. I'm not
asking them 1o make anv leaps of taith. I'm ga
asking them to look at the evidence. I'm not @
ing about little green men and flving saucers, I'm
talking about radar tapes and radiation. 1 think the
case is alreadv proved. Just look bevond the
tabloid treatment that the subject gets, conduct 2
little bit of investigation vourself, just read into
this thing. Then 1 defy anvone not to be con
vinced. There's something very strang

Back in . Dulwich, Rowan
expecting her first baby. So far, the

thatit's entirely human. B

Hint

ans indicar

“Taking that comer a bit
§ fast, weren't we sir?”




“UFO’ TERROR ON
LATE-NIGHT DRIVE

TWO friends were terrorised recently as
they travelled in a car late at night by

what they are sure were UFOs,

The Glenrothes men
were driving on a quiet
stretch of dual-
carriageway when they
saw what they thought
was another car heading
towards them the wrong
way

lights and

' Malcolm
Mystery who’s just
But their initial fear of

a crash turned to

amazement when they

another
motorist running, as if in
panic, from his car.

This astonishing case,
from late October, is just
the latest being probed

‘Alien encounters on the declin

IS ANYBODY out there? Not
anymore lt seems.

Visitors trom other planets
Beem to have given up on visiting
the Westcountry, according to
local UFO expert Doug Cooper.

Mr Cooper normally receives
sround 100 calls each year from
people who have = spotted
strange objects in the sky.

But this year he says the
reports are down to 15 —and 13
of those have turned out to have
partectly logical explanations.

Honlton-based Mr Cooper
sald: “It's quite incredible real-
ly, especially as last year was so
buay.”

He said part of the reason
could be that the planets Venus
and Saturn were no longer in
our hemisphere.

The two unusually bright ptan-
ets could sometimes be mistak-
en for UFDs if they were spotted
while rising or setting.

But ex-serviceman Mr Cooper
believes the aliens may also
have been frightened off since
US space probes recently dis-
covered strange objects an the
planet Mars.

He claims the discoveries are
being kept under wraps
because they would “blow the
lid off the book of Genesls".

“The probes sent back pic-
tures of a two-mile long rock
sculpture of a face,” he sajd.

“From one side the face is that
of a man and from the other it is
a lion’s — which is obviously
linked with the Sphinx. There
are also three features which
are five-sided pyramids, along
with the remains of an ancient
city.

“The most incredible thing is
that if we take the latitude and
longitude of these finds and
superimpose it on Earth, they
coincide directly with the posi-
tion of Egypt.”

Mr Cooper says around 90 per

by top UFO investigator
Robinson,
had his
busiest ever year.
Malcolm has found
himself at the heart of

cent of all “"UFQ sightings” can
usually be discounted,

“Most of the time they are
satellites, or planets which
appear unusual to people unac-
customed to looking at the
skies,"” he said.

realised that the the biggest mystery of otems ik 10 Deen having
“headlights" were the UFO world, the ﬁ;:et:I:hm:wv;i::}hﬂ‘h':emh\:gp;;lon:
actually two inde- Bonnybridge Triangle. o il i

pendent balls of light The quiet Central what is gpolngso:e:ngjﬂrr:::;
which raced straight at Scotland town and sightings have dropped off so

them before zooming
over the top of the car.
When they stopped,

mysterious
they saw more flashing

sightings.

surrounding area is the
world’s top “hotspot” for

suddenly.
Il you have seen anything
unusual in the skies pleass glive

him a call on (01823) 2702
sky { } 18.

THE WEEKLY NEWS (SCOTLAND)

16 DEC 95

BY SUE TILEY

MYSTERY surrounds scores of
sightings of bright lights over
Northamptonshire.

Vast rays, moving in methodical
patterns, stunned people out and about
in the early hours yesterday.

One 41-year-old woman from Grafton
Underwood saw the lights as she walked
her dog in the garden just after
midnight.

She said: “It was a series of lights
turning to the left and to the right. About
a quarter of the sky was lit up.

“I don’t particularly believe in UFQs
but I stood there in amazement and my
dog didn’t move for half-an-hour.”

The stunned resident woke her

The Discovery
Channel zooms into
about UFO visitations,
sightings and abdue-
tions from around the
globe with many
quotes from promi-
nent eyewitnesses

such as the CIA and
astronauts.

orbit with a documentary

A Soviet astronaut says

husband to confirm the sighting and
even looked in Yellow Pages under UFOs
to see if she could contact an interested
society about the phenomenon.

But she had no luck and was among
several residents who called the ET to
report the sighting.

There were also reports of the strange

EXETER EXPRESS & ECHO
09 DEC 95

lights from the Lodge Park estate and the
0Old Village in Corby.

The Evening Telegraph contacted The
Works nightclub in Occupation Road,
Corby, which has just installed a new
laser machine on its roof,

But a club spokesman said: “The club
was open on Thursday night but the
laser wasn't switched on. We only had
the normal nightclub lights on.”

There was also a massive laser show at
Newmarket Race Course, on the
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk border, on
Thursday night.

But a Cambridgeshire police
spokesman said: “Several people in this
area called us to say there were some
strange lights but I'd be surprised if they
travelled as far as Northamptonshire.”

Did vou see the lights? If you can help,
please call our newsdesk on 01536 81111
extension 6036.

KETTERING EVENING TELEGRAPH

16 DEC 95

if he was free to tell of his
space experiences the

y€ aliens have landed?

foot tall. The appearance
they give to us is to pre-

world would be astound- sent themselves in a form

ed. that’s not so frightening.
One woman tells how If they took off their

she was taken to the masks they could scare us

moon during an alien to death.”

abduction and former TOBY GRANVILLE

CIA agent Virgil
Armstrong says “Some
(aliens) are 12ft tall,
seven foot tall and three

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS:
VISITORS FROM SPACE,
Monday, 9.00pm,
The Discovery Channel

BARKING & DAGENHAM RECORDER

14 DEC 95
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